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March >7, 1961 



Mr 









L»qs Angeles 4, California 



Dear Mr, 



Your letter of March 8, 1951, has been receive^ 
^nd your kind message is deeply appreciated. - 



Although I would like to be of service, the FBI ru 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as cn 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the— r * 4 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or OJ jj 

individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that ^ ^ 
you will not infer in this connection'either that we do or that 
we do not have data in, our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 



^3 
O 



*3 



3>0 



CD 



^ Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 

1 / ->-gene|pd subject of communism which may be of interest. 



MAILED 9 

MAR 2 0 1961 
! coMW»ra» 



Sincerely yours, 
'fttBfear H< 
J i 




/ 

/ Enclosure^ (3) Director's speech 10-18-60 

.yl7th Nat'l Convention, <SP, USA & BKao LEB Intro 

— {Communism: ' Bitter Enemy of Religion , 

— NOTE: Correspondent.iS' not. identifiable in Bufiles 

= / . , . IJ ' " 

-,:efr*;to V 





? ^^ : ^ r M * <^JZ/ f ^ R J. NOTE continue 

t 51 MAR 291961 7 ^..;7^ r , 

Mil room □ teletype unit □ .' '~flf \V-r I . / ■ , -!Dj lo I ,v.J_" <\ . .' J 




NOTE continued next page. 



NOTE: Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommimist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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LOS ANGELES 4, CALIFORNIA 



March 8, 1961 



Mr, J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C„ 



be 

b7C 



Dear Mr* Hoover: 



I have called the Los Angeles Office of the 
F.B.I, and have written to the Attorney-General, Wash- 
ington, D.C. and have not been given the satisfaction 
that I had hoped to receive. 

I am deeply interested and concerned about the 
state of affairs in our Country. I am ready to assist 
or help in any way that I can to help awaken Americans 
to the infiltration of Communism. Consequently when 
the John Birch Soc iety was presented to me it seemed to 
be the answer $ however I have wanted Clearance concern- 
ing this organization and since the above Departments 
are unable to verify the integrity of this Society I 
am hoping that you have the time to give me your personag 
views on this matter and any suggestions that I can g 
follow in order to awaken the people in ray community to ^ 
the imminent dangers that surround us 0 f*p 



I have always appreciated your efforts on 
behalf and I would like to compliment you for your 
courage, conviction, and patriotism. I know the people 
are behind you. r — — +ww+„+<„ 
on you. 




Keep up the^outstanding work, we count 
RFP- 35 

fHTflfiftuVv vows 




•■•a :g... 



b6 
b7C 



PTI7ATN2I 




\ 



JESS. 



93 



March 17, 1981 



Mm. 







b7C 



Dear Mrs. 



Your letter postmarked March 9, 1961, with 
enclosure, has been received, and the interest which prompted 
you to write is appreciated* 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an Investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not mate evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organisation, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed Is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest I am 
returning the self-addressed, stamped envelope you forwarded. 



Sincerely yours, 

J? £dgar 



en 



^>&ttclosures (4) 

Correspondent's enclosed envelope 
Communist Party, USA 
_ j Directors Speech of 10-18-60 
—/ The^ommunists Are After Our Minds 

— see KOTE next naj&i 
RWE:lcl*<3) V-> \ 
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Letter to Mrs. 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable v/ith correspondent. 
Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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TRUE COPY 

# 4 



J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

As Director of the organization delegated with the 
responsibility for our national security,, you are the one whose 
opinion would be most accurate as to the true motives behind 
various national organizations in this regard. 

0 

A chapter of the John Birch Society is being formed 
in this area. I would greatly appreciate receiving from you 
your opinion as to approval or disapproval of the motives and 
work of this organization in relation to the national security 
of these United States. 



reply. 



A self -addressed envelope is enclosed for your 

Sincerely, 

i ^— 

/&/ Mrsl 



b6 
hlC 



1^2 



Mrs. 



l 



Ventura, Calif. 




Enclosure 



jfo C X - / a y / 

b MAR BX m\ 
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~ OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

UNITED STATES GOV^BR 



ENT 



4 



date: 3-15-61 



Memorandum 

^° '• Mr. DeLoach^ 
from : D. C. MorrellQ^A^ 

uunuv - 

subject: THE JOHN BIRCH, SQCIETY_ ff J " r ; s 

The Bureau has, of course, been cognizant over a period of time of the 
many fanatical right-wing anticommunist organizations which are presently spreading 
widely throughout the country and of their utterly absurd viewpoints. For your 
information. I am attaching mnift.cs of tettera Hof^ri March 6 and 8, 19 61. from 




£d March 6 and 8, 196 
J Dallas , Texas, and[ 



Samn^aj^ which 



typuy tne absolute confusion ancflack of confidence inAmerican institutions" and one's 
fellow man being caused by representatives of such organizations. 



be 
b' 



Both Mr. | H and Mr. I I inquire concerning the John Birch 

Society (JBS). The former makes wild allegations re Francis Gary Powers, the 
convicted U. S. "spy" now in Russia, being in collusion with Russia which reports are 
being disseminated by one Fred Koch representing the JBS. 



Mr. 



, [mentions one General William Lee, a retired Air Force 

general, who recently spoke at a Parent-Teacher Association in his area (and possibly 
represented the JBS), at which time General Lee allegedly stated "we were not to trust 
anyone for he might be a communist—not our teachers, the text books, the m inister. 
Sunday School teachers, not our neighbor, not even our mate. " | "[ also informs: 

"Tensions have built within the community and some churches until one might believe 
the communist were the winners of ' 'round one 1 ? in our city. Smear -gossip has ryuv 
rampant until it is not safe to speak, teach or even talk with 'friends* . " / 

General William Lee is not identifiable in Bufiles. Fred KochXw&O is. 
speaking for the JBS, may refer to Fred C. Koch, author of "A BusinessmjaartSoks at 
Communism" and President of the Rock Island Oil and Refining Company, Inc. , Wichita, 
Kansas. The Manion Forum Network disseminates material presented by Koch. 

RECOMMENDATION: REC " 85 ^Jf-/*^^/— 

None. For information. Attached two letters have been acknowleged by 




iai 

forwarding to both M r.l land Mr . 4 [ various publication on ;the subject of 

communism from t% Bureau and informing tfWwe could furnish no information 
concermng the Jcfhn/Birch Society. 




✓ 



Enclosures (2)' BGfrmb (2) 

66 MAR 271961 



if 





be 

b7C 



17 MAR 21 1961 



r.::cp is i :.mtz 
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Dallas, Texas 
March 6, 1961 



b6 
b7C 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Information Department 
Washington, D. C c 



Gentlemen: 

At the present time in certain parts of Texas, 
an organisation called the "John Burke Society" is 
holding meetings and explaining the growing dangers 
of communism* 

A Mr, Fred Koch in particular, will travel to any 
part of the country to talk to an aggregate of twenty 
people. Some of the printed information distributed by 
this organization contains information such as; that 
Francis Gary Powers was not shot down in Russia, but 
landed his -Diane after being paid by the Russian Govern- 
ment* All of the information that ■ I have read by this 
organization is very interesting, but still I am rather 
skeptical about their product* 

Would you please give me any unclassified informa- 
tion about this organization so that I might be convinc- 
ed that they are doing a worthy thing and not duping 
the public? • Also, would you please send me any printed 
information that your great organization has pertaining 
to the communist party in the United States, 

'I hope to hear from you shortly* Thank you very 
much* 



Respectfully yours, 



b6 
b7C 




ENCLOSURE 




March 17, 1961 



20i 



AmarlUo, Texas 



Dear l>Ir. 



b7v 



Your letter of liorcii S, 19(31, with enclosure, 
Jnc been received, and the interest which prompted you to 
writs io appreciated. 

Although I would liI:o to bo of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Fcdsral Covernmcnt and, as 
cuefc, <?.3cc not malic evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am enable to help you and ho^e that 
you will not infer in this connection cither that wo do or that 
wo tb not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 



Enclosed ic sonic literature dealing with the 
General subject of communism which may bo of interest, y.^-^ . 

Sincerely yours, 



-I 

Tobon . 
Parsons 



-It 

Belmont ^Sf fj * ■ f 

Callahan _L 

Conrad 

PeLoach 

Evans 

Mai one . 

Rosen 



Tidier ^ v_-V 

W.C^Suttvan Jlt- 

Ingraft 



Gandy . 



> rnclo^urus (3) 
(listed next page) 



JML&cfr*' (3) 



see NOTE next page 
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Director's Speech 10-18-60 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

Communism: Bitter Enemy of Religion 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of the correspondent and there is 

no information re V/illiam L. Lee to preclude sending this communication. 

Clc*:^ \?elch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 

anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 

Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 

group having the appearance of a communist front would be 

effective in attracting true subversives. 



Amarillo ? Texa* 
March 8, 196I 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington 25,' D.C# 
■ Attention: Mr. J, Edgar Hoover 




Mr. _jl 

Mr. S^t** i| 

Mr. Ros*^ ___T^ 
Mr. Tavd ZIT 



My Dear Mr* Hoover, 

Vee seem to have an ultra-patriotic group in Amarillo, to put 
it literally, who have heen raising hell by various accusations 
concerning communism amongst local people. They call themselves theAwW? 
John Bi^h Society . The organization purports to be 100% American buA 
tgey suf§ have a strange way of doing business. There code seems to 
.be° ? £ ,, we J, Jl lead, you follow, and no questions asked." One of their J^fc*'?: 
cm^qntsoala besides intimidation seems to be the overthrow a£ theW w 
U.S. Supreme Oourt by impeachment. An ex-general, William L. f7ee/* H ?Q3 
is the public leader; but on hearsay evidence is not the real^eade?||VJ 
I m inclosing an article from this evening's paper cone erninggfche 
gro\ip . 

You are probably aware of this organization "but I'd like to 
call 'it to your attention. If there is any public inform a t^bn-j, 
concerning this group I would appreciate it., 




be 

b7c 



Very- truly you^ 



. EX-l 



m 10 /i <^4h¥¥W¥^ 




la ments :Sfe»iig^fV 




^ A. group of Amarillq ministers 
today called .oil a retired h Air 
Fqrde general here- -to take ; any : 
locumerited evidence. which he 
□as 'Concerning Communism, in 
the National Council of Churches 
to proper authorities* 

tEfie- ministers said* 3n ^ -pre- 
pared- ^statement that; such 
^evidence *dpes not belo&g in 
=the : ? h^iid£f. ; of individuals or .or- 
f ganized. :ffroiips/ but' should he 
jturued. ,jtvei: to the FBI and 
'proper^ courts /'that action, un- 
1J der 'the . law ■can he ; tafcen* to 
resolve T the said charges," ; 

^Partidpatingvin. preparation of 
the ^aper were ' nine, ministers 
rejgresentihg' all denominations iri 
Amarillfr which L ar'e,, Associated 
>with^:the National ;Cbuhc'il of 
ejj^hes, ■Eigftvof the ministers 
si™d'--th> ■documeht . Ohe^ who 
wa|in^pn;1:he .preparation-of .roost 
of the pa^eri v was called" from 
theSineeting and.Tiad hofe.Jiad an 
.ppfortunit^ to^sign the r document 
jby^npoh today. r ..^ 

: Iri" their\ paper, the ministers 
cited ;a- statement made /recently 
b"y fee ^atjqnal^ vepuncil in wjiieh 
it;was H 3enJ^;'that .J&p Cohjihu- 
itist Jpfllience . ^s. greseftt'iri that- 
;6^aniz^Hpiji 

^They mailed ihe charges rjiade 
on Monday 'by \Brigi. ; 'geri, (fietU 
'William X/'Lee of Arnarillo as 
fbemg m viblerit contradiction, with 
.the> National .Council- statement 
arid' galled .attention, to 'the "Con- 
stitutional l rij=:ht of ey£iry ;ftmeri- 
can citizen^ -be confronted .hy his 
accusers^ and' fte <tried, bV the 
CQurts;*'; ' . - 

- VMnisters' who signei/.the irin = 
:str;uniejSt ' are: -Bishop George 
r Qua^rman, , 'bishop of '- the 
EiisCopal ^diocese; jDr. El i;B;* 
tmAr eth;,;distHcf.superintehdent £ 

thfc<:Metho;dIs£: 'Cnurch;. the 
'fty. ~£harley:p. IHa^nesi, Coven- ' 
fit Presbyterian Church-'- .the 
ftey; Clayton, Sugg, jninister of r . 
Grace -Lutheran Church; Dr. ! 



has m his: inahds; Mbcuiriehfed 
proof of this fact.V We^ as 
Ciiristian citizens; would' <w'ei- 
come any: opportunity -to rid the. 
country *of ^nuniihisfc infiltra- 
tion An. the church or iu : any 
area of our society, 

"Ihe public charge made fty 
Gen, lee is in direct contradic- 
tion: -to the following' statement: 
from, the leaders of ,The- Na?; 
tibnal "Council of ^Churches;' iir; 
^he TJSA: 

" 'From its very , first moment; 
of existence in 'December 1950, 
when the denominations . consti- 



tuted 'this agency to. witness ! t'p 
their : -unity in Christ and -to con- 
duct their cooperative work, \the 
National Council -of Churches, 
has, never -had /a Corhmuriist 
.Party roeiriher or sympathiser 
among . its .officers or .staff, -or 
its executives. lEvery one- :o£ 
tbese^ devoted, church members 
Is cteeply loyal to his Country,, 
Every one o^, them ' resists, :by . 
conviction, arid by -virtue of his 
professional activity, , the at- 
temps nf r /Communism- to infil- 
trate and 'undermine a free.:so- 
cietv : botn iri \America- and 



f othjer Mtiohsi ot the wdrlj&'The: 
:Gouncii defies anyone {buffer 
proof; of. probative, valued -to - itfiS. 

country^ 

H ^"Sirice the ;^frU;ifca;Fri ivas.-' 
formed, m Hteraily th'dusahds 5f-" 
dergyineh' ind Isiitf. iaVe i 5ar^ 
lic^ated 3cfeeTy & ^rocfc * 
b£ its jrumertnis depariferits: 
. and . committees; 44dudin^/-tFe : 
; rnemb'ers' of^tHe .Reyise^Stan>; L 
dard- 3ible' CorMittee. . 
know oi 'no , one 'df /these' thou-' 1 
sands- wti6 T : has. h CbhmutostiV 
leanings. ^Certainly ^noneV iias 
<See ^im^TERS^Page-ay' ' 



T3Her^TrTC^mihls^ of !Sah 
' JaciritjS JVfethbdist Cjiurchj, Dr^ 
Jordmi vjGrooms, jmini^ter 0f 
PoIk^Street Methotfist Chiirc]^ 

'Ne\ytoii .Rphisfth, .^feisiiat-p 
;bt First 'Christian ^Church, and L 
Dr, Skinner, Minister "'ot Fitst 
Presbyterian Church, v * 

br. ; ;wiHiam Evernai^^mihister 
of; Westminister 'Presbyterian, 
ifhu^cli;: ^was h present: ibr '-fhcstr qf 
tjie /discussions; but. was : called 
from 'the ; meeting . before jt ^Was. 
iornpleted arid' had hot signed 1 by 
noon. " - , ■ ' . - 
■> The statement, follows: 



; ''W^j ^the luhiSersighed h mihis-. 
tos,. are» cpnc^ned by the 
charge: .ihat'.'tile JJaiibria| Conn- 
-flja oi Churches of Chfisr in the 
#SA has :heen iuiiltral^^?^ 5 
■(feoramunists and the cl^nn that 
ris.ihade iby v6en, 'Lee that L ie 



r3 j^s^V^ - - 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

UNITED STATES GOVEl^RlENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



Mr. A. H. Belmonl 




date: March 9, 1961 



from : W. C. Sulliva^' 
subject: johnQrch society 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 



Enclosed is a report concerning captioned organization which appeared in 
the March 10, 1961, issue of Time magazine. It is a succinct picture of a lunatic- 
fringe type of organization that is doing more harm than good with a professional 
anticommunist attack on everything and everyone opposing its own dictatorial policies. 

Most interesting in the enclosed article is the parallel it draws between the 
organization and operation of the Communist Party and the John Birch Society, both 
of which exist under the hard-boiled dictatorial direction of one man* both of which 
have cells in various cities throughout the country, and both of which operate 
effectively through front organizations in a militant manner that is barely a goose 
step away from the formation of goon squads. 

Equally important is the reported observation of a Chicago conservative 
who backed away from the John Birch Society with the observation that it "is the kind 
of thing that does violence to everything we f re trying to accomplish" and "siphons a 
lot of well-meaning people off into a lunatic fringe" while "giving anti^ Communist 
efforts a black eye, " hurting us "much more than it helps us. " 

The supporters of this organization and those influenced by the vicious 
propaganda it has been putting out are typical of the fanatics who have been attempting 
lately to disparage and discredit Bureau speakers who have been giving audiences a 
true, factual picture concerning the nature of the threat which communist activities 
in this country represent. 



RECOMMENDATION: 



r 



Enclosure 




For information. 




CDB:meh:baj 
C7) 



- Mr. Parsons 

- Mr. Mohr 

- Mr. DeLoach 

- Mr. Belmont 

- Mr. Sullivan 

- Section Tickler 





Off 

kg- a; to mar n «6« v 
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ORGANIZATIONS 

Amc^t^^y^.^^tl^oods dedi- 
cated :to *fthe .. fi^t; ag^&t Coninuinism, 
nothing ;s qpftj^ke th& tyfrn: Birch Soci- 
^ety^ Eicceflt Iqx. an elit^corps of leaders, 
its members shun personal publicity, and 
their names are held by the society in 
strictest secrecy* Its cells, of 20 to 30 
members apiece, take orders from society 
headquarters, promote Communist-style 
front organizations that do not use the 
John Birch name. Carefully avoiding nor- 
mal channels of political action, the^ soci- 
ety accepts the k: d-b oiled, dictatorial 
direction of one_ man who sees democ - 
racy as_ a^rie_rennial fraud" and_Zest? - 
mates that th^TJ.S. is ao% tc^ 60% 
Comrmmi s t- con tro 1 1 e d . In other time", 
: other places, the John Birch "American- 
: ists"— -as they call themselves— might 
I seem a tiresome, comic-opera joke. But 
I already the^society admits to cells in 35 
^ states, aricTits partisans have made their 
anonymous and unsettling presence felt 
in scores of U.S. communities. 
^In, Wichita, Kans.^ student members 
PkSP SffiTetj:, a^^^eU^.i^ tjjpkj 
cell leader of any "Communis^ influence 



planned to make a modest contribution 
to a University of Wichita fund was 
dissuaded because members of the so- 
ciety were demanding that certain pro- 
cessors and books be thrown out. (C My 
'business would be wrecked/' said he, 
"if those people got on the phone and 
kept on yelling that I am a Communist 
because I give money to the school*" 
Society members in Nashville, Tenn,, 
started telephone campaigns to warn 
homeowners that some of their neighbors 
were suspected Reds, The project with 
current top priority is the impeachment 
of Chief Justice Earl Warren, and activi- 
ties in a dozen cities range from the 
"spontaneous'' circulation of petitions to, 
a rash of letters to newspapers, and a 1 

HELP IMPEACH EARL WARREN bannttfj 

strung across the main street of Pampa,i 
Texas (and taken down by the police a' 
few hours later). 

The Red Plot, All society activity 
comes under the firm thumb of a balding, 
deceptively mild-mannered, retired busi- 
nessman from Belmont, . Mass, v named 
Robert Welc£* .Son of H > NortS^aroIina^ 
farmer, Bapt^t . Welch, 6\ spen^ ^ears 
as an executive' with CamDridgeV famed 
candy-making Jajnes 0. Welch Qo.^run 
by his brp£her) ; After the war, Welch 
began to bone up on Communist litera- 
ture; eventually he decided that such 



■c^my ion 
^efeering dn jc 
* Y ^s^^^.yw *'M r * r cK So cfetyj mgr & l 
yearjrnamrng 'ii^fo^^JG t S^^avyJc'apr^m 
killed by Chinese Communist guerrillas 
after V-J day. 

Welch's Mein Kampf is a masterpiece 
of invective called The Politician. Shown 
only to close friends, the book is now 
being withdrawn from circulation, largely 
because its judgments on contemporary 
leaders repelled more people than they 
attracted. Some Welchian estimates: 
<JThe Eisenhower brothers; "... Mil- 
ton Eisenhower is actually Dwight Eisen- 
hower's superior and boss within the 
Communist Party ... For [the former 
President], there is only one possible 
word to describe his purposes and his 
actions. That word is treason." 
q CIA Director Allen Dulles: "The most 
protected and untouchable supporter of 
Communism, next to Eisenhower himself, 
in Washington. ,T 

q The late John Foster Dulles: "A Com- 
munist agent" 

Right-Wing Names* For public con- 
sumption, Welch has kept his vitriol well 
enough in check to avoid libel suits. A 
prolific author, he has turned out reams 
of Red-baiting copy, including the Blue 
Book, that guides the society's f actions. L 
j p^ts put the monthly Ameri can T ffiV ' 



j y^/as wjU as^ .buU^jn^ihat jnfprh^ ^ j 



jar ^vomen^nnembersr the society's 
monthly aims. T)^pU* 'jri-f^ ^ 



The Politician, Welch has been highly 
praised as a freedom fighter by a horde 
of familiar right-wing names, e.g., Actor 
ftdolphe Mehjou, Lawyer Clarence Man^ 
Wfc'^PW to Wfc>5ppne Braden, who 
A\ c ^^ a ^^W^ c 9 un ^ and have the, 
iq^.toraiirjp^ hi& J successor, 
' Not . all ^ojigervatiyes are so sanguine 
akoyt Welch, Many' Jobiect to the socie- 
ty's contempt for dissent Jrom its views^ 
leel that jtfi rnjh't^ri f words and thoughts 
' are barel y a goose step awav from the 
; for mation of goon sg uads. "Thi s is the 
kind of th i nfi that does violenc^Tg^ery ^ 
thing we^re trying to accompfish7 J says 
pne Chicago conservative who back ed 
awa ^ from Birchism after a gli mp se at 
The Politician. ."JL si phons. a JflLoJ well- 
nieaiunft/ ffs'pectable^Qp^ off into a \ 



J^£., t fiiyins an ti'Commnnat: -efforts a , 
b Mck eye, It hurts us miicb jhore^than 

*±. ■ ?T" 1 ■ \ n ■ ■ — ] 1— I ' „ft . 1 n't, . 



Toison _ 
Parsons 
Mohr 



Belmont _ 
Callahan 

Conrad 

DeLocrch . 

Evans 

Malone 

Rosen 

Tavel 



Trotter 

W,C, Sullivan 

Tele Room 

Ingram 

Gandy 




— . j 



The Washington Post and 

Times Herald 
The Washington Daily News . 
The Evening Star 



Now York Herald Tribune 

New York Journal-American. 
New York Mirror 



New York Dally News . 
New York Post 



The New York Times . 
The Worker 



The New Leader 

The Wall Street Journal . 



□ ate . 



ENCLOSURE ■' £2 7/ 0 lf<f 0) 




1 



\ 





March 17, 1961 



Mrs. Frank W. l DeFrlece 

TfiesT E t . Massengill .Company 
Bristol. Tenneasee^ 




Dear Mrs. 



iFriece 




I have received your letter of March 13, 1961, and the 
interest which prompted you to communicate with me on this occasion 
is indeed appreciated. 

While I do wish it were possible to he of assistance! the 
jurisdiction and responsibilities ol the FBI do not extend to furnishing 
evaluations or comments concerning the character or integrity of any 
individual, publication or organization. I regret that I am unable to . : . 
help you, and Z hope that you will not infer in this connection either ~ 
that we do or that we do not have data in our files relating to the : - 
subject of your inquiry. 

I can readily understand your deep concern over the 
grave threat posed by communism. It is my firm Belief that a broad 
knowledge of the objectives and operations of the communist conspiracy 
is essential if Americans are to effectively resist its influence* My 
book, "Masters of Deceit, " was intended to be an easy-to-read primer 
on communism for students and other Americans who would like to 
learn something about this evil menace. I have always felt that private 
citizens, acting through their civic, labor, religious, educational and 
similar organizations, constitute one of our most effective weapons 
against communism. 



U1 



Tolson 




I 

lam sending, under separate cover, several items 
the subject of communism which you might like to read; > 



/ 



- I). C. Morreil - Room 4235 
^6SC Material - Next page. 



Sincerely yours, 

& Edgar Hoovec 
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USC Material 

10-18-60 American Legion speech 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target— Youth 
One Nations Response to Communism 
Christianity Today 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no derogatory information and no previous 
correspondence with Mrs. DeFriece. Robert Welch, founder of the 
John Birch Society, an allegedly anticommunist organization, has 
criticized the Eisenhower Administration bitterly in the past. He 
once stated he felt a group having the appearance of a communist 
front would be effective in attracting true subversives. 



THE S. K. MASSENGILL COMFJsisTlT 



ESTABLISHED 1897 

PHAHMACEUTICALS 



EXECUTIVE OFFICES AND LABORATORIES • BRISTOL, TENNESSEE • TELEPHONE — SOU 



divisions: NEW YORK* KANSAS CITY 

SAN FRANCISCO 
CABLE ADDRESS: SEMASSEN 



March 13, 196(6 




Mr 

Mr* mmnt 
Mr* Cailflhfta — y 
Mr* Conrad,-^ 

Mr* Evans- 
Mr* Malone. 
Mr* Hoscn- 




Hon. J* Edgar Hoover 

Director Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr, Hoover: 

I ^dll appreciate it very much if you will give me a report on 
the John^^ whose organise r is Mr # Welch of Belmont, 

Massachusetts, Is it a reliable organisation to fight Communism? 

I was on a tour last summer, which included Russia, and I 
am eager to fight Communism in every way. 



Mr* Tavel— 
Mr* Trotter, 
Mr* W.C*SuIHvan 
Tele* Jteom 



Mr* Ingram 





Sincerely, 



Pauline M. DeFriece 

(Mrs. Frank W. DeFriece) 

Secretary-Treasurer 

THE S # E. MASSENGILL COMPANY 



PMD: CT 
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Mrs. James K4&Khor r 
Wichita 1% Kansas _ 
Dear Mrs. Knorr: 



March 20, 1961 



Your letter of March 8, 1961, has been received, 
and I appreciate your kind comments about the work being done 
by this Bureau. 

While I would like to be of assistance with regard 
to your inquiry, the FBI, as strictly an investigative agency of 
the Department of Justice, does not furnish evaluations or comments 
relative to the character or integrity of any individual, organi- 
zation or publication. I hope you will not infer in this connection 
either that our files do or do not contain data rejardins the group 
you mentioned. 



I am enclosinj literature concerning the general 
subject of communism. You will notice that some of these 
reprints give > suggestions relative to combating this menace. 



Tolson . 
Parsons 
Mohr 



Sincerely yours, 




Enclosures ( 4) What You Can Do To Fight Communism 



/ 



How to Fight Communism 



Communist Party, USA 
frjr^ Communist Target - Youth 



S^^T^'TWOTE: "CorrespondenUs" not identifiable in Bufiles. The John Birch 
Society,r,an allegedly anticommunist organization, was organized by 
ffiBV* . 'Robert Welch. Welch has been critical of the Eisenhower Administration 
f in the past. He once stated that he felt a group having an appearance of a 



Conrad 
DeLoach 
Evai 
Mai 
Rosen, 
Tavel v 



Trotter 

W.C. Sullijcftf, 



communistTjronf^ouid be effective in attracting true subversives. 
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Mrs. James H. Knorr 



March 8th 

131 South Pershing, Wichita 18, Kansas 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoovej; 

I have become increasingly alarmed about the 
Communist menace to our Country ever since reading your fine 
book, "Masters of Deceit. " I really dd want to help fight Com- 
munism, but I must be sure about the best way to do it. 

o 

Th e M John Birch S ociety" has been showing films 
here in Wichita, and I feel that they have been most successful 
in alerting many people to the present danger and getting them to 
read about what is going on. However, there has been much 
controversy about the M John Birch Society' 1 in Wichita. What I 
want to know is - Is there any reason why we loyal Americans 
shouldn't §<bin the Birch Society in order to fight Communism? 
Is this smear Campaign against it herB just evidence that we 
do have many subversive groups in our city? 

There are so many of us — housewives and mothers 
who want to do all in our power to help our Country. Please tell 
us how! 

Thank you for taking time to help us. , And, many 
thanks to you for all you have done and are doing for our 
United States. 





Most Gratefully, ^jfSt^^iL 




\7 MAR 22 1961 



Virginia T. Knorr 
(Mrs. James Hi ) 
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Mftc. j^nect H. Know ypjf^ 



131 South Percching, \ViehitoSlKrKB?toe- 

Mr. Parson^ 
Mr. Mohr_ 
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MrsT 



March 17, 1961 



<_ Cochltuate, Massachusetts^ 
Dear Mrs. 




Your letter postmarked March 10, 1961, has 
been received, and the interest which prompted you to write 
is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or Integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 



Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
eneral subject of communism which may be of interest. 




Sincerely yours, 

S « ^Bar Hoove, 

■" r 

Enclosures (3) 

17th .National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 
Director's Speech of 10-18-60 tviWn 
Expose of Soviet Espionage ( 

see NOTE next page 
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Tele. Room 
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I I h r 

Letter to Mrs. 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable -with correspondent. 
Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
antieommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having; the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 



- 2 - 



TRUE COPY 

# 9 * 

1 he 

b7C 

Cochituate, Mass. 
March 8, 1961 



J. Edgar Hoover, Dir. 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Dept. of Justice 
Washington D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 



For many months, at great lengths, I have been in a 
contspvejjsial argument with a friend and member concerning this 
John Birch^ &Qcie ty ^ My contention is a knowledge of Communism 
and its destructiveness through reading; e. g. The FBI Story, 
Masters of Deceit, Expose of Soviet Espionage, can be more 
effective in helping us to recognize its threat. Further arguments 
would be too lengthy to bother with at this time. This week, the 
brief reference to the organization in Time ignited another "rather 
heated" discussion. 




I turn to your department for some factual information. 
Does this organization have a positive purpose? ^ ^W** 

Has it achieved any success in contributing to defeating 
the growth of Communism in this country? 




Do you advocate such an organization or is it merely 
tolerated because it represents one of our freedoms and remains 
within legal boundaries? 1$ 

This note represents a sincere effort to get at some facts 
about this organization, if facts are available. I am not interested in 
fighting it or joining it, unless of course it became too destructive, * 
merely in having some factual information. , , * ^&lLp 

REC8Z fag" 

Thank you for your consideration. ... .,_ /y vr, f . 
^jrfl^l fV - - Sincerely/, MAR 22 1961 {J | 
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Parsons 







March 17, 1961 



pasaaena 3, uauiofnTa 



Dear Mrs. 



I:u5 
b7C 




{ have received your letter of March 10, 1961, an 
1 appreciate the concern which prompted yon to write. 

While I would like to be of assistance to yon regarding 
your inquiries, the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the 
Federal Government and does not furnish evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, publication 
or organization. I hope that you will not Infer in this connection 
either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to the 
subject which you mentioned. 




I firmly believe that it behooves all of us to make* •§ 
concerted effort to gain a broad knowledge of the objectives and t ... 
operations of the communist menace. A lack of understanding is ■-■ 
dangerous in that it often results in the reprehensive and indiscrimi- 
nate labeling as communists those who merely dissent or advocate " 
unpopular or unorthodox views. Education is of great importance 
in this matter, for when fully aware of the aims of communism, 
we can all share in the opportunity to defeat it with the weapon it 
fears most—truth* 




Sincerely yours, 



U 1 ' 



NOTE: Buf iies contain no information identifiable with the correspondent. 
i^The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist movement and was 
qj founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts. The Bureau has 
conducted an inquiry concerning it. 
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arch 10, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D# G . 

Dear Mr # Hoovert 

We support everything you do in your department 
100 % and respect your judgement* 



7 



Mr. Tolso 
Mr. Parsj 
Mr. t 
Mr. Belfifcnt 
Mr. Callahan 




We have joined the John Birch Society and feel 
their stand on anti-socialism andT anti-communism 
are sound and correct* 

In our Los Angeles area, Pasadena and La Canada, 
we are receiving bitter criticism to the movement* 
Can you give us a recommendation on Mr* Welch and 
his background?? Is it the same as what you stand 
forr Is there any reason why we should not be 
members of this group? 

We have the uneasy feeling this could be a clever 
way for the Communists to get a list of names of 
people here in America with like thinking and this 
would certainly make their task of elemination 
very simple for them. 

May we have an honest answer from you pleased 

Sincerely yours « 




Mr. Conrad 
Mr. JlMAchi— 



Mr. Malcme„ 
Mr. Rosen — 
Mr. Tavel — 



Mr. Trotter- 
Mr. W.C.Sullivan 

Tele/ Room 

Mr. Ingram_X 
Miss Gandy- 
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Pasadena 3, California 
17 MAR 22 19&1 
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/ -v y y>/ - Jtffe March 20 - 



1961 




Mrs 



j 



DeLoaeh 



Lafiyefte, Indiana 
Dear^MrsT 



Your letter of March 10 t 1961, has been received, and 
the interest which prompted you to write to me is appreciated. 

In response to your request, 1 am enclosing a list of 
those organizations which have been cited by the Attorney General under 
Executive Order 10450. Another publication which may be of help to you 
is the "Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications. " I have been 
advised by the Government Printing Office that this pamphlet is now out of 
print, but it is possible you may be able to locate it at your public library. 

While X would like to be of service to you in connection with 
the other matters you mentioned, the FBI, as an investigative afggpcy, does 
not furnish comments or evaluations concerning the character or Jntegriiy 
of any individual, publication or organization. I hope you will not 1 infer ."" 
either that we do or do not have in our files data regarding the subjects of 
your inquiry. 

In view of the interest you expressed, I am pleased to enclose 
some material pertaining to communism. X- 




Sincerely yours, 

4* fc'dgar Hoover 




Enclosures (5) 
EE NEXT PAGE 
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SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 
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Enclosures (5) 

Director's 10/18/60 Speech 

Subversive Organizations List 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

Communist Target— Youth 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly anti- 
communist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower Administration 
bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a group having the appearance 
of a communist front would be effective in attracting true subversives. 
Our files reflect no derogatory information concerning "Human Events, " 
the Cardinal Mindszenty Foundation and the pamphlet, "Inside the 
Communist Conspiracy. " The "American Mercury" is owned by Russell 
Maguire who is allegedly anticommunist and has a reputation of being bg 
bitterly anti-Semitic. The publication was the subject of a Registration b7c 
Act investigation in 1958 based upon indications of an exchange of funds 
between Maguire and the Ambassador of the Dominican Republic. The 
allegation was not established and the case .was clos ed in October. 195 8. 
Bufiles contain no derogatory information regarding 



"American Opinion" is published by Robert Welch of the John Birch 
Society. "Nine Men Against America" is an attack on the Supreme Court 
by Rosalie M. Gordon, who has been affiliated with John T, Flynn of the 
America First Committee, It is noted that branches of this latter 
organization were the subjects of Internal Security - G investigations 
during World War II. 
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Masrch 10, 1961 



Dear Mr. Hoover; 

In this March 10th issue of Time Magazine, as you 
are mo^undoubtedly aware of, is this hair-raising article about 
the ,Johi^^ May I have your opinion of The John Birch 

SocietyT^'H^Communist infiltrated? What is your opinion of 
Robert Welch? We are leaders of an Anti -Communist study group 
in Lafayette, and know of several very respectable citizens of our 
community who have joined*; the Society last fall when The John Birch 
Society was in town to solicit members. 

Also, may I have your opinion of such magazines, 
papers, etc. as Human Events, American Opinion, the American 
Mercury, also of Time Magazine. Also, do you approve of the 
Cardinal Minzsenty Foundation and the Christian Anti-Communist 
Crusade? 

Also a pamphlet of suggested good reading.materials 
on Communism, called M Inside the Communist Conspiracy 1 ' by Phyllis 
Schlafly? Also do you approve of Rosalie M. Gordon who wrote 
"Nine Men Against America 1 '? 

Also could you please send me a copy of subversive an<^> 
communist front; organizations? 

I am sure this will clear up for many of us our doubts 
about these questions. I will look forward to a reply from you very 
soon. Than, you, ^ ^ 

™ c /s /Mrs.l ~ ^ 



Lafayette, Ind. 



-*! MM? 
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Mr. 



March 20, 1961 



Austin 5, Texas 



, Tex£ 



b7C 



Dear Mr. 



..... 

Your letter of March 19, 1961, has been received, and the 
interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

While I would like to be of assistance, the FBI, as strictly an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government, does not furnish evaluations 
or comments relative to the character or integrity of any individual, organi- 
zation or publication. I hope you will not infer in this connection either that 
our files do or do not contain data regarding the subjects of your inquiry. 

The film, "Operation Abolition/' is sponsored and distributed 
by the House Committee on Un-American Activities and this Bureau had no 
connection with its preparation. As a matter of policy, I am unable, therefore, 
to make any comment concerning it. May I suggest that you direct your inquiry 
to the Committee which is located In Room 225, Old House Office Building, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

It is my firm belief, however, that a broad knowledge of the 
communist conspiracy is essential if Americans are to effectively resist its 
influence. The FBI prepared a detailed account of the highly organized tactics 
employed by the Communist Party, USA in the California demonstrations. I 
am enclosing a copy in order that you may have the full background in this 
matter. An analysis of this report will show its purpose was not to defend the 
activities of the House Committee nor does it cast doubt on the motivation or 
loyalty of American youth. It is intended rather as urgent encouragement to 
young people to learn the true nature of this malevolent threat and, armed with 
tnar u nderstanding, to resist being duped into unlawful or unthinking action. 




Enclosed is additional material on the general subject of 



dcl cK C _oB&munism which may be of interest to you. 

Evans — — - 1 

Rosen 
To 
Trott 

TeJe. Room 
Ingram 
Gaudy 
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LjtfcV. Enclosures (4) 17th Nat'l Convention"® Intro. 3-60 LEB 




Communist Party, USA 

MAIL ROOM I ! TELETYPE UNIT I 1 

SAW:gcb (3) 



Communist Target- -Youth 
Series from Christianity Today 

SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 
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Mr. 



3-17-61 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Robert Welch, 
founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly anticommunist 
organization, has criticized the Eisenhower Administration bitterly 
in the past. He once stated he felt a group having the appearance of 
a communist front would be effective in attracting true subversives. 
Dr. Fred C, Schwarz is known to the Bureau and is apparently 
capitalizing on his acitvities with the Christian Anti- Communism 
Crusade to promote literature he has written regarding communism. 
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3-10-61 



Dear Mr Hoover 



I am an average American citizen, and worried 
deeply about the Communists. 

To get straight to the point, Some of the speakers 
against Communism, some of the organizations against communism, 
and a film against communism sounded and looked straight forward 
& honest to me. Now I have been told by a certain person that this 
isn't so^but they are all fakes. Namely, Dr. Schwartz is fake, 
The JohnBirch S ociety is completely fake and is a front itself. 
Also the film Operation Abolition is complete fake, and the rest 
of the reports on communist infiltration in churches is false. 
If you could, I wish from my heart that would send me a report 
on these subjects mentioned. 



Sincerely 
/s/ 



b6 
hlC 
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Austin 5, Tex 

I* MAR 22 1961 
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OFFICE OF Di RECTO 
* FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



rMr. 
Mr. 



To! son 
Parson 
Mr. Mohr. 




Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Callahan- 
Mr. Conrad^ 



Mr. Evans 



Mr. Mai one - 
Mr. Rosen — 
Mr. Tavel _ 



Mr. Trotter 

Mr. Jones 

Mr. w.C. Sullivan 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Holmes 

Miss Gandy. 
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Mrs* 
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Clayton, New Mexico 



jQear Mrs. 




March 17, 1961 



Your letter of March 11, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 



Although X would like to he of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer hi this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inouiry. 

r y Enclosed is some literature dealing with the : -„ 

■ ( - ^ : ■ general subject of communism which may be of interest. You ' 
- -L i> will notice that some of this material gives helpful suggestions 
for combating this atheistic menace. > '.• 



m - % 



Enclosures 

Directors Speech 10-18-60 

The Communists Are After Our Minds 

Communist Party, USA 



NOTJE: Bufiles contain no identifiable record of correspondent. 
Bobert Y/elch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhov/er 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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March 11, 1961 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I am utterly confused as to what I as an individual 
should do to resist communism and the welfare state. 

The John Wrch Society is being organized in this 
area. Do you think I should join them ? I know you will not like 
to give ratings to groups of this kind, but with the power of this 
force much could be done. 



Yours truly, 
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Mrs. 




March 21, 1961 
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Toison 

Parsons _ 

Mohr 

Belmont _ 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach. 

Evans 

Mai one 

Rosen 

Tavel 



Dear Mrs. 



Your letter of March 11, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

In response to your request, it is a pleasure to 

forward to you, under separate cover, 190 copies of each of the items 
you requested, except our poster, "What You Can Do To Fight 
Communism. n Cur supply of this poster is temporarily depleted; 
however, arrangements have been made for you to receive 100 
copies when available. I regret that we are unable to fully comply 
with your request, but the demand for some of our literature is 
such that we cannot always fulfill individual requests. There is no 
charge for any of the material which this Bureau is privileged to 
distribute to the public. 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

1 - D.C. Morrell - 4235 

USC - 100 copies of EAch: 

God and Country or Communism? 
Communist Party, USA 
|ne Nation's Response to Communism 
jommunism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
irector's speech of 10-18-60 > 
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W.C. Sullivan 
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NOTE: Bufiles indicate that by letter dated 2-27-61, correspondent 
was forwarded 2500 copies of "An Analysis of the 17th National 
Convention, CPUSA. " She indicated in a prior letter that she was a 
member of the John Birch Society. Her request was trimmed to 100 
copies. The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization; however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that 
the Society might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to 
attract true subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, 
Welch criticized the president td the point of calling him a dupe of 
the communists. 

Follow-up made for Room 4237. 
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March 11, 1961 



Mrlotte, H. (J . 



b6 
b7C 



Mr. John Edgar Hoover, Director 
Erderal Biareau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



0 



Mr. I |& I wish to thank you for all the materials you .have so very 

graciously and generausly sent us to help us in our fight against Com*- 
munism. 



There oust isn't enough time to do all we need to- do— time seems to 
be running out fast— -fortunately for us have a man so dedicated 
as you are ? who can give us the information needed so badly to combat 
this enemy. 

Somehow, when people see your name as author of anti-Copmnist liter- 



bb 
b7C 



ature they seem to be a little more responsive. As* Mr.| |has men- 
tioned to yo u at an other time, we have over two hundred on a mailing 
list and Mr. | | gives talks on this subject* At the risk of perhaps 
seeming greedy l would appreciate your sending us 300 of the following 
articles* That is 300 of each — please* 

/"SOD AND COUNTRY OR COMMUNISM? 

COMMUNIST PARTY 5 USA 
> ^ OWE NATION'S RESPONSE TO COMMUNISM 

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO FIGHT COMMUNISM 
^ COMOTNISM; THE BITTER ENEMY OF RELIGION 

' AMERICA— FREEDOM 1 S CHAMPION (Addresses at the National Convention of 

The American Legion, Miami Beach 5 Fla. 
October 18, I960) 

We realise that this is ordering in large quantities—and that it ©osts 
money to print these articles, so we are willing to cover cost* 




We-, received the 2^00 copies of u To all Law Enforcement Officials 11 
Thank you so much, ^ %^ ^ j _ /O^/^oJ 

Sincerely yours, 
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March 17, 1861 




be 

b7C 



Upland, California 



Dear Or 



Your letter of March 10, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subjects of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 

■J Edgar Hoover 
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Enclosures (3) 

Director's Speech of 10-18-61 
The Communists Are After Our Minds 
Communist Party, USA 
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see NOTE next page 
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Letter to Dr. 



be 

b7C 



NOTE: Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 

Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Howard D. Smoot, 
EOO 3-23-42, resigned C-15-51, following censure, probation and 
transfer due to several unfounded charges made by him against his 
SAC, and due to his dereliction in not apprising the Bureau of certain 
matters. He was not recommended for reinstatement. 



w TRUE C'OPY ^ 



March 10 - 1961 



Dear Mr Hoover: 



I am very conscious of the Communist threat 
to our Country, & would certainly be anxious to do anything 
in our power to stop the menace. 

Would you be so kind) as to tell me the feelings 
of the F.B.I, concerning the ^hl^BJxfiiLSociety , ' ' & the 
validity of its monthly newsletter, & also your comments of 
Dan Smoot & his monthly publication. 

Si ncerely 

Drl 



be 

b7C 



Upland, California 
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Wnittier, California 
Dear Mrs. 



bo 
b7C 



March 21, 1961 



Your letter postmarked March 12, 19bl, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is appre- 
ciated. 



Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does 
not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or 
intejrity of any organization, publication or individual. I would 
like to point out that this Bureau does not issue clearances of any 
type, and we have not sanctioned or cleared the organization in ' ' 
question. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you will CO 
not infer in this connection either that we do or tint we do not have,..; 
data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

.Enclosed is some literature dealing with the general 
subject of communism which may bo of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 

X Gdtfar Hoovtr 



V - 
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Tolson . 
Parsons 

Moh: 
Belmont 

Callahan / ^ 

nTnt^ NOTE: No record could b£ located in Bufiles identifiable with 

Evans , 

Mai one _ 



correspondents Th e JohnT3ir c h Societ^is allegedly an anticommunist 

T „ H \ / ^ . - ^fc^y^*^ " (g ee nex t page.) 



Trover, 

W.qA^llivan .JL , 

Tele^Room 

Ingram 

Gandy 
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Enclosures (5) 

17th National Convention & 3-60 LEB Intro. 

Director's speech of 10-18-61 

Communist Target — Youth 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

One Nation's Response To Communism 



NOTE continued: 

organization; however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that 
the Society might take on the appearance of a TT front T? in order to 
attract true subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, 
Welch criticized the president to the point of calling him a dupe of 
the communists. 
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March 8, 1961 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

Because of recent wide spread publicity being 
given to the John Birch Society, and as a citizen who is interested 
in furthering honest anti-communist activities, I am desirous to 
know the stand or opinion taken toward this organization. 

I have been informed by Birch Society members 
that this organization has been cleared by the F # B. I. as a non 
communistic one, and that it is whole heartedly approved bfrby 
J. Edgar Hoover. Is this so? 

Please advise me. I shall be very interested in 

your reply. 



Very truly yours, 



MrsJ L b6 

hlC 



Whittier, California 
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March 21, 1981 



Nashville 4, Tennessee 



DO 

b7C 



Dear Lir. 



Your letter of March 13, 1961, has been received, 
end the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I v/ould like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Unclosed is some literature doalins with the 
General subject of communism which may be of interest. 



i-7 '•' 



Tolson . 

Parsons 

Mohr fJi}^ 



enclosures (G) 



Callahan iziji (listed next page) 

Conrad f * 



DeLoach- 
Evans 



Malone 

"Rosen 



JDCiitefr* 



i (3) 



Sincerely yours, 



* \ ■ 



see NOTE next page - 



W.C % Siji;i^/qn _1 

Tele! Roomt! 

Ingram 
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Enclosures 

What You Can Bo To Fight Communism 

How To Beat Communism 

Director's Speech 10-18-60 

■Red Goals and Christian Ideals 

Cne Nation's Response to Communism 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front -would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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3 Nashville h> Term* 
March 13, 1961 
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hlC 



Mr. J* Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

¥ashington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

During recent weeks several articles and editorials have appeared 
in the Nashville newspapers and in other newspapers around the country 
attacking the John^Birch Society * 

On the surface, this Society seems to have an admirable purpose.^ I 
certainly want to fight the spread of communism bu^ hesitate to join an 
organization whose purpose is questionable* 

«It is my understanding that the John Birch Society has been and is 
currently under the survailance of the F.B.I*, therefore, I would like 
to know just what is your opinion of the John Birch Society* 




Vft-rv truly vours. 
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March 21, 1961 



Week! 7v T achee 
Brooksville. Florida 



Dear BCr. 



Your letter of March 12, 1901, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 



Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
Inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 

j> Edgar HooveE 




Enclosures) " 

^TWhat You Can Do To Fight Communism 
-fA How To Beat Communism 
U Directors Speech of 10-18-60 
Series from "Christianity Today" 

One Nation's Response to Communism \^mi r ^ r ^ 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front -would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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"SPRING OF THE MERMAIDS" 
ON U. S. HI-WAY NO. 19 & FLA. HI-WAY NO. 50 

3 BROOKS VILLE - FLORIDA 



March 12, 1961 



Dear Sir: 



I was approached by someone the other day wanting me to ' 
join a group called the JoT^^iyfth Soniftty- It is sup- 
pose to be an anti-communist group, however I am very 
skeptical about such groups . They seem to be primarily 
interested in getting certain bills passed or vetoed. 

Would you please inform me as <to the Validity of the 
John Birch Society* The book they put our is called 
the Blue Book. They advise members to read American 
Opinion. 

Your attention to this matter will be greatly appreciated, 

Kindest regards. 



bo 
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YOU HAVE TO SEE IT — TO BELIEVE IT 



CO 
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JTSs Angeles, California 
March 12, 196ftjf'r 
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r. Oti^Chandler 
Los Angeles times 
202 West First Street 
Los Angeles, California 

Dear Sir: 



First of all, lest j* accuse, I am not a member of the John B irch 
.Society but am sorely tempted to Join it after readingHFhTTnf ve 
ar tfclfes last week and your editorial today. 



V. * 

The Los Angeles Times was at one time my trusted friend and guide. 
Your tacit and inexplicable approval of the Russian Festival* shocked 
me, in fact, so much so that I have not attended any more Bowl per- 
formances since - nor will I until the Board of Directors come to. 
their senses. Your attitude during the Republican campaign nearly 
finished my faith in you - your editorial on Mr. Nixon was your only 
worthwhile contribution and then it was too little and too late. 
Your editorial today finished off the last vestiges of my faith and 
trust in your Judgment. I am grateful for one thing , however ^ I 
knew nothing about the John Birch Society before the first article 
Ion Sunday, March 5, 1961 - thank you for educating me. 

Your "What to think" paragraphs are unbelievable and appalling. One 
small voice (or group) in this frightening morass dares to speak up 
and to question the higher echelons and you, of all people, denounce 
this group which obviously puts love of America and freedom above 
love of power, position, money and partisan politics. 

The wealth of documented material available, proving how fa£ and in 
how many ways this cancerous communistic and socialistic growth is 
progressing, apparently impresses you not at all. Fighting .these 
destructive doctrines with their own weapoils is obviously the only 
way to do it. I fail to see how documented statements of facts can 
3 be classed as f smear tactics f and who questions the decency and 
loyalty of most Americans? Why this # »red herring" across the trail 
X, many others, do at times question the aims and/or integrity 

of scpe officials and our right to do that , Mr. Chandler, is still 



!r. Conrad^ 

.Mr. Evans 

*Mr. Malone^ 
Mr. Roseau-* 
Mr. Tcfrfe^j*: 

MrW*(f 
me, 
Mr. I; 





Jj£ ?3 ; : our American prerogative, at least until this, too, is chaineTTn 
^bdor 1 the ^cellars along with other precious freedoms. / \ 




V 




Our freedom was established by men f ight^Sg 8§ n d dying for the^ ideals 
they believed in. All nations too lethargic to fight have been^w*4^ 
lowed by the totalitarian states. The press could, and should be, ^ 
the greatest force and 1 asset a nation can have provided honelt^^ifi^e*^ 
Jigcnce and logic is its guiding li^ht . ' C^LlO& L 

I*m not at all interested whether or not you publish this letter but 

-*^-ld you do so it must be printed in ~ it*/ entirety . I disapprove of 

part lag. quotes one day and correc tinnk, &±n ***** v* 

l>rint it a^"^ JiArw " ~ 1 




Bober t Welch 
Paul H. Talbert 



-b6 
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PgtiJ to Conservatives 

(An Editorial) *— — ^. 

Tfre Times; published, last week, a .heavily doeu- i 
merited series of articles which defined the nature 
and methods of the John Birch Society in the words 
of its absolute master*. ' 

The quotations from Robert Welch, and from some ! 
of his lieutenants, nail down the treacherous fallacy 
that an honorable or noble objective justifies any 
means to achieve it - 

Our f^ar of the John Birch Society # is based oil our 

own findings, on the meticulously researched articles" 1 
; written by Gene Blake. In them it can be read, within f 

quotation marks, that Communists must be fought ! 

with their own weapons, smear for smesr. Even — and 

the quotations are brutal— with sedition. ■ ' [. 

\ Every conservative must adhere to the . general ' 

purpose of the society as it is stated by Robert Welch:^ !' 

"t6 promote less government, more responsibility and r 

a better world." 

. / Every loyal American must agree devoutly with \ 
the- society's, immediate intention of "stopping the j 

^Communists and destroying 7 their conspiracy, on at, r 
least\breaking its grip on our government and shat- c 

■ tering its power within the United States/' 

And every informed American must agree with, e 
the society's tenet that the United States Is actually 
now engaged with Soviet . Russia in a struggle for [ f 
the survival of our system. 

With all honorable Americans, this newspaper 
looks with disgust and dread upon the godless ma- 
terialism and blood-soaked tyranny of the Commu- 
nist conspiracy. It is , because of L our people's disgust 
and dread that the Communists must seek their ends 
by secret subversion, by seducing;- officials, by dis- 
crediting our institutions, sowing' distrust among us, 
aggravating union and racial disputes, entering with- 
out conscience into any course that will serve the- 
purpose of Mosqow, v ■ ■ ■ /. \ ; ■ 

■ Then Wliat is ^ikely .to^ha^eiTt to/the member of. ; 
the John Birch Society who: afianflOfcs all the rules j 
by which he has! li^ed.-hi^r decent life, , and adopts in- : 
stead the techniques, arid, the rules of r cbhspiracy to 
fight Communists: in Communist fashion? 

If the John.Birchers'follow.the program: of their 
leader^ they will; bring our institutions 'into question 
exactly as the. Communists try to doI-Thiey will sow 
distrust t {a hd aggravate disputes, arid ]jheff ffiBl Weake n : 
trie, very-strong case for/conservatisiiii; ; ■ ^ ' ' ■ 



■ - ' ■ - ■ * ■ ■ . . .. , 

Whatare we to think when our last three Presi- 

( dents, noosevelt, Trumaa and Eisenhower "are acr ? 
: cused either of being Communists or Comthunistr, 
: dupes? 

What are we to think when* these charges, are I 
leveled against Secretary of State John Foster bulles, \ 
against his brother Allen who heads our vital Central . j 
Intelligence Agency, against the Chief Justice of pur \ 
Supreme Court: ' J 

What are we to think when the honor and integrity 
of the Vice President of the United States, the Repub- 
lican Party's nominee for President, are questioned? j 

What are we to think when v/e~ are told that our 
nation's press almost without exception is Cornmu- 
.■ nist infiltrated and inspired? 

What are we. to think when we are told that our 
churches almost without exception are corroded with, 
active agents of Moscow? 

What is happening to us when all loyal Americans v 
are accused, of being Communist dupes unless they 
subscribe to the radical and dictatorial direction of .;. 
one self-chosen man? . , .. v J 

All sincere conservatives must ask themselves the£e ! 
^questions. And they must answer thejru - V' \ 
! The Times believes implicitly in the conservative 
! philosophy. It has challenged all r these\men and;most 
of these institutions on the soundness )Qf one or" more ' . 1 

issues. But The Times does not believe that the -argu- j 

ment for conservatism can be won— and we do be^ ■> 

lieve it can be, won— by smearing; as enemies ' and : 

traitors those with whom we sometimes disagree., ^ ' 

Subversion, whether of the leit or ihe rights is 

still subversion. ^ * -i ' ■ 

Ut Fktf£J*± M-H4€S OTIS CH^^QJJ^, 
S^vida^ hte.r*Jt I T-fthf Publisher, Thq TimeW . 
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March 1% 1961 



Midland, Texas 
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De ar Mrsf 



- Idour-lett^r was received on March 13, 1901, 

and I want to thank you sincerely for the confidence you and 
your husband have expressed in the work being done by the 
FBI. Your prayers are also appreciated. 

Although I would like very much to be of service, 
the functions and responsibilities of the FBI as a Federal investi- 
gative agency do not extend to furnishing evaluations or drawing 
conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organization, 
publication or individual. I regret that I am unable to help you 
and hope you will not infer in this connection either that we do 
or that we do not have data in our files concerning the group _ - 
you named. i. . 

)-f{. i " in view of your interest, I am enclosing publications 

i ( ' available for general distribution by the FBI on the subject of 
y* communism. 



f 



Sinpe^.vours, 



Is" 



Tolson 

Parsons _ 

Mohr 

Belmont _ 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach . 

Evans 

Mai one 
Rosen 
Tavel, 
Tro! 

W.C. SuJiUfen 
Tele. Ffoom 
Ingram^ — 

G m4y -V iV ,[ 
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How To Beat Communism 

3-60 LEB Introduction & 17tti Convention 

Director's speech 10-18-60 

Bseess^Reriiwlu IZ CO 

Series from "Christianity Today" 

One Nation's Response to Communism 
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(See NOTE next page) 
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NOTE: Neither correspondent nor her husband is identifiable 
in Eufiles. No reference is being made in outgoing relative 
to th e rumo r that Mr. Hoover is contemplating retirement, since 
Mrs J "I probably is not making reference to this rumor in 
her last paragraph. 

■/> 

The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization; however, Jtoberr Wetcftr its founder, has stated that 
the Society might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to 
attract true subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, 
Welch criticized the President to the point of calling him a dupe of 
the communists. 
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Midland, Texas 



be 

b7C 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 

As a prospective member and strong supporter 
of the John Birch Society, I am concerned about its critics. For 
such a cause I am certainly willing to face criticism if the F. B. I. 
considers it a worthwhile organization. 

Will you please inform me whether you have 
unfavorable information about this organization. Realizing it is 
easy to be duped into believing Communist front organizations are 
patriotic causes, I felt I should write you first. 

May I express the appreciation of my husband & 
myself for your fine work toward reducing the Communist menace. 
As long as you remain at the helm, we feel the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation remains safe. We offer our prayers for your guidance. 



Thank you. 



Sincerely, 



/s/ 




b6 

b7C 




(Mrs. 



s MAR 22 1961 



!k iA 
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Mr. 



'indland, Texas 
T0X ^Doar Hr. 




?"arch 17, 1901 



I have received your letter of March 10, 1961, 
and X do appreciate your generous romar'ia and good wishes. 

I firmly believe that it behooves every one of* 
us to ma!:e a concerted effort to gain a broad knowledge of 
the objectives and operations of the communist menace. This 
is vitally essential if Americans are to effectively resist its 
influence. A lack of understanding is dangerous in that it 
is often responsible for the reprehensivo and indiscriminate 
labeling as communists those who merely dissent or advocate 
unpopular or unorthodox views. Education is of strategic 
importance in this matter, for when fully cognisant of the 
aims of communism, v/e can all chare in the opportunity to 
defeat it with the v/eapon it fears most— truth. 

In viev; of your interest in the subject of 
communism I am enclosing several items -which you may like 
to have. 



Sincerely yours, 

3. Ec v . r Vice r . 




Enclosures (4) " 
Listed next page. 

SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 
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Midland, Texas 
March 10, 1961 



Mr. J, Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr* Hoover: 



Mr. Tolson 
Mr. Parsing 
Mr. Moh? 
Mr. Belmont * 
Mr. Cr^^m 
Mr. Conrad - 

Mr. Mvl „ 
Mr. Rosen 



Mr ; Tavel_ 
*Mtf. Trailer 
Mr. W.C.SuIIIv^il 

Tele* Room 

Mr. Ingr&m*^ 
Miss Gandj&|._j| 



It is with heartfelt thanks to God for men like yourself that I am writing 
to you. 

I want to express my appreciation to you for the great work you and your ^\ 
organization have done over the years for the cause of Freedom and Liberty in 
our beloved America. 

It is this cause to preserve and protect our heritage that is most important 
now. It is in the greatest danger that it has ever been. My great concern is 
that the American people, through complacency and self-indulgence, will allow 
our country to be destroyed by international communism from within our own 
borders. 





It was with this danger in mind that I became a member of the John Birch 
Society so that my efforts could be more effective in defeating this terrible 
menace. The principles of our society, to reduce the size of Government, restore 
individual responsibility and make the world a better place for all people, are 
something worth working for. 

My prayers are that your position will not be jeopardized by the concentrated f|^; V 
smear that the communists and their dupes are presently using against you and the\ i ^fi* 
House Committee on Unamerican Activities. s ,jV 

May it be God's will that the American people be enlightened about the threat , / 
of slavery facing us and of the efforts by yourself and others to defeat that / 
threat . 1 



Sincerely 1 



jf < , 

it 




March 20, 1961 



Dr. Jerre ^Sigland 
4018 Browalee Iload 
Louisville 7, Kentucky 

Dear Dr. Noland: 



Your letter of March 10, 1061, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 



Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that' 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that < 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest 

Sincerely yours, 

■: ;t.m v.- -■' '} £dgar Hoover 



o 
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Enclosures 

Director's Speech 10-18-60 

The Communists Are After Our Llinds 

Communist Party, VSk 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles 
.Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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Enclosures 

V/hat you can to to Fight Communism 

17th National Convention CP, USA & 3-60 LEB Intro. 

Communist Target— Youth 

Cne Nation's Response to Communism 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of the correspondent. He signs 
himself a member of the Johio Birch Society but does not ask our 
opinion of it. The John Birch Society was founded by R obert ffvelch 
in Belmont, Massachusetts. It is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization. V.e have conducted an inquiry concerning it. 



JERRE L. NOLAN D, Ph D 
A 4018 Brownlee Road 
<3 Louisville 7, Ky. 
TW 6-6923 



March 10, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



I would appreciate receiving information regarding the John 
with headquarters in Belmont, Massachusetts. 



irch Society 3 



The members whom I have met appear to be serious minded, dedicated 
American citizens who are united in the common cause of fighting Communism. 
On the other hand, some recent publicity (Louisville Courier Journal, 
February 19, 1961; Time Magazine, March 10, 1961) has been so critical of 
the society that the question has arisen whether membership in this group is 
consistent with good citizenship. 

I am a civil service employee of the Veterans Administration and an 
officer in the United States Army Reserve, so that your opinion of this organ- 
ization will be valuable to me and to my friends who may find themselves in 
a similar situation. 



Very sincerely yours, 

^cS^iERRE L. NOLAND, Ph.D. 

Chief, Medical Researctt^Laboratory 
Veterans Administration Hospital 
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Glendlve, Montana _ 

Dear Mr. 



b6 
b7C 



Your letter of March 13, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is- an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we: do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoovec 




Enclosures (8) 

Span Oo To Fight Communism 
eat Communism 
irector's Speech of 10-18-60 
%$$s faun "Christianity Today" 
t {C^fta*aoirs Response to Communism 

see NOTE next pageg^>^ . 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, lias criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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"j Glendlve, Montana 
March 13, 1961 



Fedeval Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D«C. 



o 



Dear Sir: _ 

I would like some information concerning the John B irch Society 
and here is what I want to know: Is this organization against*" 
Communism or is it supporting Communism? Is this society worth having 
contact with? 



I would appreciate literature and advise concerning this 
organization, I would like to know also what I can do as a citizen of 
United States of America to help combat the spread of Communism in our 
nation. 

I would appreciate to hear from the F # B,I. as soon as possible* 
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Mrs. 



Camarillo, California 
Dear Mrs. 



be 

hlC 



— o 



Your letter postmarked March 11, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 

or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret 

that I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer in this ~ r > 
connection either that we do or that we do not have data in our files x< 
relating to the subject of your inquiry. , t 

I regret to advise that, as a matter of policy, I am 
unable to recommend any organizations to you. I hope you will 
understand my position in this respect. Enclosed is some literature 
dealing with the general subject of communism which may be of 
interest. 



Sincerely yours, 



ef 



n / 



Trotter . 
W.C. Sullivan 

Inqram 



Gandy ~ 



f< Encldsures (5) 

c 3-i»^60 LEB Introduction &; 17t$ National Convention 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Christianity Today Series /' 
' Expose of Soviet Espionage (V?\ '''■^LS 
Communist Target— Youth r(( x 
RWE:jab ; \ <£ZZZr f 1 

, (3) ? \ s^X-&> NOTE NEXT PAGE 
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NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, 
an allegedly anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
administration bitterly in the past. He once jtated he f elt a group hw/iuj 
f&rming the appearance of a communist front'V/ould be effective in ' 
attracting true subversives. 
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Camarillo, Cal. b~c 
March 10, 1961. 



F. B. I. 

Washington D. C. 
Gentlemen: 

I have been readu^g very controversial 
opinions in regard to "The Joh^Birch Society . " 

Will you please send me the opinion of the 
F. B. I. as £ar as its being a Patriotic Organization is 
concerned. 

Please suggest other groups which are 

American. 



Thank You - 



/s/ Mrs. 



£S&\v^>. 
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Mr. 



Washburn, North Dakota 
Dear Mr. 



be 

b7C 



Your letter dated March 10, 1961, has been ~ 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that X am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

^MW* Sincerely yours, 




W.CNQgivan 
T-ellHRoolh _ 

Ingram 

Gandy 



closures (3) 



(listed next page),., 
DCL:efr*l3) 



□ 



see NOTE next page 



Enclosures 

Communist Party, USA 

Tiie Communists Are After Our Minds 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent, 
flobert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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Washburn, North Dakota 
March lu, 1961 

J # Ed^ar Hoover 

"Federal Bureau of T nv^stip:^ tion 
T7r ashinRton, D. C# 
Dear Kr. Hoover, 

Ihe purpose of this letter is to ask the opinion of 
your organization about the John ^irch _ Soc ig t^ Do you 
consider xaextibership in the society an effective means of 
doing something to oppose communism? Is it a good, patiotic 
American group which warrants the support of patriots who 
want to keep America American? 

I feel that I must do what I can to promote a rebirth 
of patriotism in our country* I am a school teacher by 
profession'' trying to do what is right. If the above group 
i? not one solution, what should one do? 

I shall sincerely appreciate your answers to the above 
Questions . 
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Memorandum 



to : DIRECTOR, FBI 
^ro^4 SAC, CINCINNATI (100-13536) 

^tojeJ: THE JOhAiRCH SOCIETY 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
INFORMATION CONCERNING; 



ROBERT H. WELCH, JR. 
INTERNAL SECURITY 



date: 
I 



3/21/61 



The following information is submitted for the 
Bureau 1 s information in accordance with SAC letters 59-13 and 
60-5: 



On 1/13/61, Mr. 



be 

b7C 

b7D 



requested), Jewish Community Co 
furnished the following informat 




(Protect "Identity 

184 Salem Avenue » Dayton > 



n to SA 



The Jewish Communist Council, at Dayton, has received 
information that The John Birch Society of Boston, Massachusetts, 
presently has several members in the Dayton, Ohio, area whose 
identities are unknown. 



Mr. 



described The John Birch Society as an 
organization which purports to fight Communism* He said, 
however, that he has learned that a speaker of this Society 
has stated at a meeting that "We will have to give up some of 
our democratic processes to achieve our aims". This organization 
has, in the past, called President EISENHOWER a Communist. 



be 

b7C 
b7D 



A local source of Mr. 



has advised him that there 



are two known members of this So ciety in Dayton whose identities 
were not disclosed. Mr. | | said that this organization is / 

basically composed of Catholics; that it is an extreme right-wing/^ 
ejroup;. and that although it is not a violent typ e of or ganization y 
* it definitely has "anti-Semitic overtones". Mr J I further 

Vadvised that a source in Boston, Massachusetts, has advised 
1 juthe Anti-Defamation League that this group is definitely anti- 
Semitic and has the backing of considerable wealth. 
-C- . 

(2/- Bureau (RM),^X RE€k 
1 - Cincinnati ^ 




/ /„>/M^/- 

A* [£/ ^ 1111 
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CI 100-13536 



0 



According to Mr. 



JOHN BIRCH was an individual 



killed by the Communists in China. The John Birch Society is 
supposedly backed by a candy manufacturer by the name of WELCH. 



Mr. 



said that his organization, which is 

affiliated with the Anti-Defamation League, is definitely 
interested in this organization in view of the allegations 
of anti-Semetism. He said that his organization has a source 
of information at Dayton, Ohio, which is furnishing information 
concerning the Dayton "cell" of The Jo hn Birch Socie ty. He 



said that the source is concerned with] [since it 

is conceivable that this organization may, at some subsequent 
date, be cited by the United S tates A ttorney General pursuant 



to Executive Order 10450. Mr. 



stated that if the Bureau 



desired further information concerning the Dayton activities 
of this group, he would be glad to identify his source and 
make arrangements for contact. 



bb 

b7C 
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On 3/10/61, Mr. 



advised that he has ascertained 



that the John Birch Society a t Dayton is composed of 15 to 24 
people, exact number unknown. f 
being one 
that the 



at Dayton. He said 
society i s active bn th e campus of the University of 



] 



at the univ ersity is associated 
source of information, 



Dayton, and that a _ 

with this group. According! to Mr. 

this group has a membership fee of $12.00 for women and $24.00 
for men. He said that he Knows of no militant activity planned 
by them, but that he anticipates they will be active in writing 
letters to editors of lo cal new spapers which will reflect the 



be 
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b7D 



views of the group. Mr. 



said that he feels that the 



local group will oppose any efforts to abolish the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities and take other action 
along the same line. 



Mr. 



stated that if he should receive any 



further pertinent information concerning The John Birch 
Society or its founder, ROBERT H. WELCH, JR., he would advise 
the Dayton RA. 
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CI 100-13536 



In accordance with mentioned SAC letters, the 
Cincinnati Division is conducting no investigation 
concerning this matter, and will promptly advise the B ureau 
in the event further information is volunteered by Mr. 



f 



March 22, 1981 



Mr. 

222 62nd Street 

Newport Beach, California 



Dear Mr. 




Your letter postmarked March 11, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to yrite is 
appreciated. 

Although X would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. 1 regret that 1 am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 

; J. Edgar Hoover 
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see Note next page 
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Enclosures 

What You Can Bo To Fight Communism 

Bow To Beat Communism 

Director's Speech 10-18-60 

Bed Goals and Christian Ideals 

One Nation's .Response to Communism 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent, 
ftobert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Achninistration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. Bureau material has 
been made available to Dr. Frederick C. Schwarz and others 
affiliated with the Christian Anti-Communism Crusade. Sullivan 
to Belmont memo of 9-22-60 indicates that when a representative 
of the Bureau spoke before the Dallas Freedom Forum in September 
(which sponsored a school on communism at that time directed by 
Dr. Schwarz,) the Agent commented that Schwarz made several 
"pitches" for articles in a book he had written on communism and 
his publications were displayed. Neither he nor his organization 
has been investigated by the Bureau. At the present time, we are 
discouraging the distribution of material to this organization and 
those affiliated with it. 
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NEWPORT BEACH 
CALIFORNIA 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPT. OF JUSTICE 
J. EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR 

SIRS: 

bo 

I WOULD APPRECIATE THE OPINION OF YOUR OFFICE ON THE b 
FOLLOWING: 
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RBC-9 62-104401 -$73 



1 - Mr. Parsons | 

1 - Mr. Belmont 

1 - Liaison 

1 - Mr. Baumgardner 

1 - Mr. Kleinlcauf 
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Tolson „ 

Wohr 

Parsons „ 
Beitnont _ 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach . 

Malone 

McGuire „ 
Rosen 
Trotter _ 
Evans 



Date i Xarcb 21, 1961 

TO: Office of Security 

Department of State 

From! John Edgar Hoover, Director 

Subjects JOHK BIRCH SOCIETY 

IKFOKJtATIOK CONCERHISG 

(IKTERKAL SECURITY) 



Reference is made to your letter dated Xarch 13, 
1961, which a mot nf n latter to the Secretary of 

State frost] [dated February 27, 

1961, and which requested information concerning the 
John Birch Society (JBS). 

Our files disclose that the JBS was organitfe<&; 
in Indianapolis, Indiana, in December, 1956, by Uobelrt m 
Welch, Jr,» a candy manufacturer of Belmont, HaesaehUeetts, 
in order to further Welch* 8 an ti communist campaign... I1& 
was incorporated on December 23, 1953, as a nonprofit c . 
business organization under the laws of the State -of 
Massachusetts, the aims and purposes of the organisation » 
were listed as to promote civic interest in national^ ant£ 
international affairs by an educational program and xhe^ 
collection and dissemination of literature for educational 
purposes, Welch has characterised the long-range objective 
of the JBS as "less government, more responsibility and a 
better world,' 1 

•-\ In an article "The Wrong Way to Fight Reds* by 
Jack Xabley in the January 30, 1961, issue of the "Chicago 
ffl&ly Hew*>* a Chicago, Illinois, daily newspaper, Mablsy 
colgmemts on* Welch and the Society. Xabley states Welch, 



2 - Le« Angers {Enclosures - 2) (See note on jpage three) 

\ ' ■ 

RJR:mar_ 

(ID v 




W.C- Sullivan 
Tele* Room „ 

Gand 




NOTE ON YELLOW. PAGE FOUR 
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Office of security 
iScpartnont of State 



by his own words, is absolute boss of tlic Society and quotes 
ttolcii as saying the Society uttst be ran by a "hard-boiled , 
dictatorial and dynamic boss," Ilablcy suns up his article 
by stating the coit-ainist threat in this country is real 
enough; the country needs the energy and interest of every 
citizen who will worfc to counteract communist ovil; but 
"the unbelievable irresponsibility espoused secretly by 
tfelch can bring only scorn and ham to real anti- Cons ami st 
vo rlc, tt 

Welch authored a boolc entitled " r ihc A'olitician," 
which ho did not have published but had a linited nuitbcr of 
copies printed, which ho sent to friends who he believed 
would be interested in its contents, /; review of this 
boolc disclosed it was a vicious attack on the politic?'.! 
beliefs of fonier President Eisenhower and, by innuendo, 
alluded to President Eisenhower as being pracopisiunist. 

. f/olch also publishes a nagazinc "/norican Opinion," 

winch was incorporated- January 13, 1956, under the laws of the 
uttteo of ilas sachu setts, and which ho also uses rs an outlet 
for his anti co^mnist crusade. As an cxanple of the type of 
material which appears in "/nerican Opinion" an article was 
published m tfao October, 1959, edition entitled "j\ iicvicw 
of reviews" written by itevilo l\ Oliver, a professor at the 
University of Illinois. Shis article contained allegations 
that between 70 end So per coat of the responsible officers 
in trie licpartfient of Health, Education and Welfare (XAH 'l) 
pro mcubcrs or aeconpliccs of the columnist conspiracy." 
*Si^ ap ?S?S° b P- £i t £ ?l l0V ; l W °* a speech i-adc by Oliver in 
^ 51 ' - 959 > ?\ Xlh±cli txlIC |J0 allowedly stated that one third 
ox the top echelon of the co.irmnist conspirators in this 
g?V? t ei ? f xc in.tfio liilffl/ and stated his source was Iforbcrt 
imlbncfc. i-uiioricfc, a foraor Fi3I informant, upon interview 
lu*s denaoa ^via^ Oliver any infoniatioa concerning ceramist 
infiltration of the Llid. Our files disclose that JPhilbricJ: 
never furnished such infomation to the £31, 
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Office of security 
4i<jpr:rtncnt of t.tc*tc 



*ihi$ Kit rem his not received cuiy info motion 
uhich would XMlcrto thai the activities of l/oleli the 
JjJS coko witidr* the investigative jurisdiction of the l*JI # 

1 - Director 

Cciitr&l livfcelligcncc i^ency 

Intentions Deputy director, Plans 



ATTENTION: SAC, LOS ANGELES 

Attached is a copy of the letter from the Department 
,Qf State dated and ,a copy of the letter of 
I |to the Secretary of State dated 



Kiss 



indicates in her letter that she has 
additional information to furnish* Inasmuch as the Bureau 
was not provide d a copy of the State Departments reply to 
Hiss I J letter, you are instructed to have an agent 



immediately interview her, providing the files of your office 
do not contain information which would preclude such an 
interview, and advise her that our contact with her has been 
prompted by the referral of her letter to the FBI* Sjcplain 
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI in the 
internal security field to her and that we are interested in 
any information she may have in this regard* Follow the 
instructions outlined in SAC Letters 59-13 (F) dated 3/10/59 
and 60-5 (C) dated 1/26/60 pertaining to this organization* 
Immediately furnish the results of this contact to the Bureau* 

Bureau indices contain no idenliJLLaiile subversive 
derogatory information concerning Hiss I I Bufiles 

indicate the American Association for the United Nations, Inc* , 
(100-377086), is not an organ of the United Nations, but is 
an association formed to carry on educational activities to 
the end that the United States may cooperate to the fullest 
extent practicable in official international organizations 
functioning in the various fields of international cooperation* 
The FBI has never investigated the American Association for the 
United Nations, Inc* 



Office of Security 
Department of State 

bo 
hlC 

NOTE Off YELLOW : 

The field has been instructed in SAC Letters 59-13 (F) 
and 60-S (C) to keep the Bureau advised concerning the JBS and 
that the Bureau is particularly interested in any efforts by 
ftnhvArg-ivft p>i flBiflntfl to take over or use JBS or its chapters. 
Mss | | letter to the Secretary of State on the letterhead 



of the American Association for the United Nations, Inc., 
Santa Barbara County Chapter, states that her information is 
probably beyond the scope of the FBI and that she would be 
willing to be interviewed by someone from CI/i or the State 
Department . 
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Memorandum 
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/ 



TO 



FROM 



Director, FBI bate: 3/2 2/61 




subject: 



AC, Norfolk (105-New) 

0 

THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

INFORMATION CONCERNING (INTERNAL SECURITY) 



On 3/9/61, Mrs. 



The Book Nook, 

116 College Place, " Norfolk, Virginia,! advised that The John 
Birch Foundation or Society had recently held a meeting in 
a room at the Lafayette Yacht Club, Norfolk. She stated the 
object of the meeting was to form a Chapter of the John Birch 
Society in Norfolk and the object of the John Birch Society 
is to fight communism. 

She stated that the annual dues are $24.00 for men 
and &12.00 for women and that a life membership can be obtained 
for $1,000.00. 



■b6 
B7C 



Mrs. I J stated that a young man whose name she 

does not know but who was allegedly from Richmond, Virginia, 
showed a film regarding the life of JOHN BIRCH at the meeting 
held in Norfolk. She stated that she got the impression that 
a chapter of fth e JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY had been organized in 
Richmond. Mrs.- | | stated that literature was sold to those 

present and that; *cnxs included the following: 

(1) The Life of John Birch, by ROBERT H. W. WELCH, JR. 

(2) American Opinion, Volumn II, Number I, January 1959 

This contains bibliographies of various books regard*^'*- 
ing communism and reflects that it is intended primarily f mr I 
reference purposes. _ t'j 



2 - Bureau (RM) 

1 - Richmond (lnfo)(RM) 

1 - Norfolk 
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NF 105-Nex^r 

(3) The Blue Book of the John Birch Society, Third Printing 
Copyright 1959 by ROBERT WELCH. 

This book reflects that The John Birch Society was 
founded in Indianapolis on 12/9/58. As of the first anniversary 
date, it had working chapters in New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, Nex? York, Virginia, South Carolina, Florida, 
Tennessee, Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, Ioxm, Louisiana, Texas, 
California, and Washington. 



Mrs. 



.b6 
b7C 

stated that the local people in Norfolk who 



seemed to be the leaders in attempting to form a chapter of 
The John Birch Society in Norfolk were WILLIAM McKENDREE, PRANK 
R. FORD, and Mrs. J. ADDISON HAG AN. She stated that she under- 
stood that Mrs.t HAGAN is a lifebime member of The Jol$.n Birch 
Society. ^ \ , ; 

/!/,>■ ' ^ h iUl' ;•//; I 1 

The Norfolk files reflect that WILLIAM rrHWcKENDREE resides 
at 9443 Willow Terrace, Norfolk; that he is owner of the WILLIAM 
I. McKENDREE COMPANY (duplicating machines), 245 W. Bute Street, 
Norfolk; and has been an active member of the Defenders of State 
Sovereignty and Individual Liberties (DSSIL). 

On 11/19/55, WILLIAM McKENDREE advised SA HARRY L. MCCARTHY 
of this office that he was a member of the DSSIL and that this 
group was very anti-communist in its nature and objectives. He 
stated that he personally had given some public talks against 
communism. 

The Norfolk Ledger Dispatch Newspaper, on 4/11/59, contained 
an article entitled "Defenders Pile 3 Candidates For House". 
This article reflects that three DSSIL-backed candidates announced 
on 4/11/59 they will seek election to the House of Delegates. 
One of those named was W. I. McKENDREE. The newspaper identified 
McKENDREE as one of the founders of the Norfolk Chapter of the 
DSSIL and the Tidewater Educational Foundation, Inc. 
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NF 105-New 



An article appearing in the Norfolk Virginian- 
Pilot Newspaper of ll/il/57 reflected that two Norfolk men 
had been elected to posts in the State organization of the 
DSSIL. The article further reflected that PRANK R. FORD. 
Norfolk jeweler, had been named a State Vice-President. " The 
article also reflected that both FORD and HAGAN were members 
of the Board, of thb Norfolk Chapter of the organization./ 

The Norflolk files reflect that "JOSEPH ADDISON// HAGAN 
resides at 524 Warren Crescent, Norfolk; that he is the?* owner 
of Hagan Sales Company, 820 W. 21st Street, Norfolk (manu- 
facturer's representative). J 

A mimeographed leaflet carrying trfe hea'ding "Defenders 
of State Sovereignty and Individual Liberties, Norfolk Chapter", 
reflected that a meeting of this group was to be held on 10/18/60. 
This leaflet was signed: Defenders of State Sovereignty, 
J. Addison Hagan, President, Norfolk Chapter. 

J. ADDISON HAGAN is also carried as the victim in 
Norfolk File 9-256; Bufile 9-34-513. 

No investigation is being conducted concerning The 
John Birch Society, UACBj hovrever, any additional information 
received regarding this organization will be promptly furnished ' 
to the Bureau. < f° 

, Jo7C 

Inl&caation copy of this letter being sent Richmond 
since Mrs. | | reported a man from Richmond was in attenda: 
at the Norfolk meeting of entitled organization. 
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March 16, 1961 



Post Qfficef Box | 
Santa Barbara, California 
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Dear Mr. 



Your letter of March 6, 1061, with enclosure, has 
been received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

; Although I would like to bo of service, the FBI is an . gf 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does ■•' 
not malic evaluations or draw conclusions as to tho character or i t 

integrity of aay- organization, publication or individual. I hope you CO ^ — 
will not infer In this connection either that we do or that we do not { _, i £ 
havesdata in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. I ' ' ' ro 
regret that I am unable to comment on the situation which you 2 
described in your communication. - " 

Enclosed is some material dealing with tho general 
Jsubject of communism which may be of Interest. 



Sincerely yours, 



Tolson _ 
Parsons/. 



V * Callahan 



Conrad 

DeLoach . 
Evans — 
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3-60 LEB Introduction & 17th Nationairconvention 
Director's speech lO-lfc^O' ■ '" ■ ' , 

Communist Target- -Youth 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
/ Series from "Christianity Today" 



Mai one 
Rosens 

S{^ZZZ (See NOTE next page) 

Tele. Kbom ^ ' s . * j 

Ingram . ' i 1 I 1 

Gandy MAIL ROOM I I TELETYPE UNIT I 1 

g2MAR I @® : B&|/ (3), 



J 



1 



Mr. 
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NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. Enclosure was a newspaper article from an 
unidentified newspaper concerning the fact that special leaflets 
issued by the John Birch Society had been ordered by the California 
Association of School Administrators. 

The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization; however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the 
Society might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract 
true subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch 
criticized the president to the point of calling him a dupe of the 
communists. 



P.O,Box| 

Santa Barbara / Calif. 
March 6, 1961 
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¥r. J.Edgar Hoover. Director, 
Federal Bureau of investigation, 
Justice Department, 
Washington, D # C. 

Dear Mr. ^oover: 

I am taking the liberty of sending you the enclosed 
clipping,, taken from the lews Press of Santa Barbara a few 
days ago. My purpose in sending it may need some clarifica- 
tion. 

Ahout two weeks ago, the News Press started a campaign 
CP 

of attack on the John Birch ^Sk^elety^here in Santa Barbara, and 

have followed it up with daily pounding e^ r since. The gist of.,;* 

1 » **** 

the attack consisted of claims that this Society was a menace to //' 
the community, a security risk, and that it was doubtless sul?- * 
versive. The only reasons given for the attack was that their ^ 
leader Mr. Welch had said some things uncomplimentary regarding*/ \ 
Mr* Eisenhower. Although the memhers here are not in accord with 
Mr. Welch's statements, still the News Press holds them respon-' = 
sihle for the statements. Regardless of the wisdom of such attacks, 
the reason for my enclosure of the clipping is that, in view ot,^-} 
the fact that the whole status of the'ffohn Birch Society is con-/ 
trovers&al, with no evidence that these attacks are Justified, it 
would seem to me that the act of sending 3000 copies of these leaf 4 ■ 

>- ■ 6a 

to the California Association of School Administrators for distri-Q 
,:i?ution throughout the schools is setting a dengerous precedent of PS 

unfair propaganda in a f ashTon" whrcn ^sTO^ld TJe -frohihited "by some <u 

^A"J/)j> |« /WAR 231361 < Mf 

enforcement agency, eitrar "tate or federal . Am I rights < - S 

"^ b6 Very truly yours) ^ 



HI 

■D to ~ * - ~ ~ " v * } ■ ^ ; 

x b 7 C I q 

I I I ^ 



Leaflets 
With John Birch 
Articles Go Fast 

Of an initial printing of 5,000 
leaflets containing recent 
News-Press articles and edi- 
torials about the John Birch 
Society, less than 500 were 
unordered at noon today. 

Public interest in the leaf- 
lets has been such that even 
with only word-of-mouth pub 
licity, the special printing was 
practically gon e today. 

TjncToftfte largest order] 
r 3,000 leaflets— came fro: 
:e California Association o! 
hool Administrators, whicl 
plans to distribute them to al 
administrators of elementary : 
secondary and junior college 
[stricts in the state. 
l KSf~T7ews-i J ress Has v^x 
ceived hundreds of letters and 
telephone calls commenting on 
its recent articles and editori- 
als about the society. It has 
also received hundreds of re- 
quests for clippings of the pub- 
lished material. 

The 5,000 leaflets were print- 
ed because of that demand. 



6=2. - Id 4 'SottlS* 
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I,2arch 21, 1981 



Mrs. Cyril F. Wray 
43 U South Knight Avenue 

Park Ridge, Illinois , - 

Dear Mrs. Wray: <^ia^ - - 

I have received your letter of ftSarch 9, with enclosure, 
and appreciate the concern which prompted your communication. 

Although I would like to be of service to you, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret 
that I am unable to help you and hope that you will not infer in this 
connection either that we do or that we do not have data in our filea 
relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the general 
subject of communism which you may find of value. - 



^SitfceVety yours, 



V 




I 



Tolson _ 
Parsons , 

$Ari?ni - 
xCallahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach- 
Evans 



2 



Ma lone . 
Rosen „ 



Toyota 



Trover „ .. 

W.C.'Suiiiyan x ' 
Tele*, rtoom — 

Gan" 



1 



Enclosures (4) 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target— Youth % 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Series from Christianity Today U^M/ 
NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with Mrs. Cyril (Alouise) F. Wray 
Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an alleged anticommunist 
organization, has bitterly criticized former President Eisenhower and his 
Administration in thepast 




(see next page) 
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Letter to Mrs. Cyril F. Wray: 3-21-61 



NOTE continued: 

He once stated he felt a group having the appearance of a communist front 
would be effective in attracting true subversives. The newspaper clipping 
of Jack Mabley's column which she enclosed has been brought to the 
Bureau's attention in the past. 




Enclosed is a copy of Jack Mabley's column of Jan. 30th which appeared 
in the Chicago Daily Newspaper. 



After reading that article I was horrified to note that the John Bir ch 
Society was giving a program sponsored by the American Legion in 
Park Ricfge. 



I called my local F. B. I. office to ask if this was considered a Communist 
Front Organization and was told that they could reveal no information 
but I would have to write to the Attorney General's office. 

i In the first place my letter would probably get no further than the desk of 
II some clerk in the office and the John Birch Society could be giving 50 talks 
// while I was still finding out whether they were considered subversive. 

I feel that if we are to fight communism we must be able to recognize it 
whatever its form and where can we get information on it if not the F. B.I. ? 

As a private citizen I would like to do my part to defeat communism but I 
can't write to the. Attorney General every time I want information so please 
tell me a quicker and more efficient method. 

/s/( Mrs. C.F. )_AlouisejWray ' 
"~ " 430:s™Kl^ighfAve. - 

Park Rid ge, Illinois 

P.S. A similar article appears in the March 10th issue of Time. 

COPY:h i^ ■* ~ 

y m r * w 33 1961 

vC ' .A* J? ' - ■ ~ 
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lately' .printed :H5BKf?SBid; 
^The^>PpliHci^" It-:- was; cir- 
^■cdlated 1 oaly "among: th^ top, 
trusied. leaders/ 6£ - John 
jBifc&VSdjsietyi " r. 
. ; Ity' is- imjppssLbJe for , an 
' prdinary to" see a cppy 

, .of-the book,; pr, even. ;get ac^, 

- kno\vledgment\ : ^aV ^;t : «st& ■ 

/, 'tbat^it ■exists.,; f ' . , . , I 

,H ^ lie says, :that John ^ster 

- guiles' and' bis brother;. AHen\ 
- 1 "head of ' the- EenfraMtf telUig^ 

Warren- and-i ormef \'def ense :s'ec- 
1 retaiy Neil McEkoy and^ most 
' .df tbe leaders of jtbe- Eisenhower 
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of a* Communist: conspiracy tp 

- talce over tnis^natioh.-' 

This^is- from ;Welc r tfs r book: 
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^iitiiiyfim ' 
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March 22, 1961 



DUOS 



Miss 



Nashvinr 4, Tennessee 
Dear Miss 



be 

b7C 



I have received your letter of March 10 and appreciate 
the concern which prompted your communication. 

Although I would like to be of service to you, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, aasueh, 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the chaaractef 
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual, i regret 
that I am unable to help you and hope that you will not i$er wwib 
connection either that we do or that we do not have dataOn affiles 
relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with thg general 
subject of communism which you may find of value. 




Sincerely yours, 

j. Edges W®tm 



1/ 



Tolsc 



Enclosures (4) 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target— Youth 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Series from Christianity Today 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with_ 

(see NOTE next page|) 



°*AFH:lc^(3) ^jj ( 





Letter te Miss 



be 

b7C 



3-21-61 



NOTE continued: 

Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an alleged anticommunist 
organization, has bitterly criticized former President Eisenhower and his 
Administration in the past. He once stated he felt a group having the 
appearance of a communist front would be effective in attracting true 
subversives. 
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bo 
b7C 



Nashville h, Tennessee 
March 10, 1961 



Hon, J* Edgar Hoover, Director 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D, C, 

Dear Sir: 



V 



V 



For several years I have been deeply concerned with the growing menace 
1 of the Communist conspiracy both in America and abroad; s$u several 
months ago I joined one of our local chapters of the Jnfrn^ixch n Snm . < ^ 
As I have studied communism rather extensively, I did not go into this 
movement in complete ignorance or without some investigation on iry own. 
Some of the local leaders were knora to me through work in other 
conservative groups; and some of the national leaders, including Mr, Welch, 
were known to me by reputation. Having read the Society T s literature 
and' having seen its films, I was convinced that this was the first 
citizens 1 organisation which really showed much promise of being able 
to work effectively against the communistic onspiracy, - * 

Ix-ios a> „ /o*y«>/ - 

Apparently, the Society is beginning to hurt the communists considering 
the proportions of the current smear campaign going on in the liberal 
press. Of course, all members are warned that this may occur; and when 
our morning paper (not noted for accuracy in reporting or asy great 
antipathy to communists - only anti-communists) began a rather vitriolic 
campaign against us, I was not too disturbed, A rather alarming situation 
has been brought to my attention, however, which does concern me veiy 
much, and that is the statement in the March 10 issue of TIME MAGAZINE 
to the effect that John Birch members in Nashville, Tennessee, have 
launched a telephone campaign to tell people that their neighbors are 
communists! I believfc this statement to be completely false as the first 
indication I, or auy other member so far as I have been able to determine 
had of this was a statement in The Nashville Tennessean that such a thing 
would be despicable (which it certainly would ; . Shortly after that, the 
statement in TIME appeared, (It is rny understanding that TIME T s Nashville 
correspondent is connected with The Nashville Tennessean and that is 
probably where the story originated,) I am completely sure that if such 
an act were ever committed by a member of the John Birch Society in any 
chapter, that person would be put out of the Society immediately, and 
this smear campaign has not lessened my faith in either the Society or 
its leaders. For ugr own protection however, considering the lengths to 
which the other side will go. I^wsald like to k n ow now i f there is any, 
reason that you know o^ha^S T^^ 

to belong t.o the John Birch Society -, Unaer no circumstances.j^ld.J^wjai^^ 
to do anything that ikglti^ little effectiveness I might ever 

have in the fight against communism. If you can answer this n ftueOT s egg -jg$j 
shall be deenlv^gratefuL^ 



1 





God bless you and all the dedicated men and women who make up the F,B,I, 







Tolson _ 
Parsons . 

Mohr 

Belmont . 
Callahan 

Gonrad 

DeLoach- 
Evans 



/ 



Mai one 
Rose. 
Tavel' 
Trotter 



W.C. SutfM^n 
Tele. RbomZ 

Ingram 

Gani 



Mr. 



Portsmouth, New Hampshire 
Dear Mr. 



too 
b7C 



Your letter of March 12, 1961, has been 
received, and your interest in writing is indeed appreciated. 

While 1 would like to be of assistance with regard 
to your inquiry, the FBI, as strictly an investigative agency of 
the Federal Government, does not furnish evaluations or 
comments relative to the character or integrity of any individual, 
organization or publication. I hope you will not infer in this 
connection either that our files do or do not contain data regarding 
the group you mentioned. I am enclosing some information on : 
the general subject of communism which may be of interest to you, 
including a copy of a list of organizations which have been cited 
by the Attorney General pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

Sincerely yours, 

X f-dgar Hc'ofSlJ 



Enclosures (5) 
(See next page for NOTE and ENCLOSURES. ) 



SAW:lc 



(3) 




MAIL ROOM IZZI TELETYPE UNIT IZZI 
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Letter to Mr. 



he 

hlC 



ENCLOSURES: 
Communist Target - Youth 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian Ideals 
One Nations Response to Communism 
Attorney General's Subversive List 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The John Birch 
Society,.* an allegedly anticommunist organization, was organized by 
Robert Welch. Welch has been critical of the Eisenhower Administration 
in the past. He once stated that he felt a group having an appearance 
of a communisy|T front could be effective in attracting true subversives. 
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| bo 

Portsmouth, N. H. hie 
12 March 61 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

JEhree of the activities of the "anti-communist" club 
called the Johrr Birch Society are to brand past President Dwight 
Eisenhower and Milton Eisenhower communists and to impeach 
Supreme Court Justice Earl W&rjpn. 

It is of great interest to me, and several of my 
friends who are considering joining this club, to know if the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation approves of this society. I do 
hope it is possible to label this club as either communist inspired 
or anti -communist. 




Would it also be possible to obtain the latest listings 
of organizations which for one reason or another have been 
declared subversive? 



Thank you for your time. 



Respectfully, 






bo 
b7C 



/2 



6/ 



^^p^^^y^ ^.^si^^^t^w- -^^rjP ^^^©^^-^^ 
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Mrs. 



Maniiattan iseacn, 
Dear Mrs. 



California tic 



Your letter o£ March 7, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I 
regret that I am unable to help you and hope that you will not infer 
-in this connection either that we do or that we do not have data in 
our files relating to the subjects of your inquiry. 



Enclo^cLis some..matejpal dealing with the general- 
subject of communism wh$eh May be of interest. 

\\* ; " , Z 

r \. Sincerely yours, 




J, : / 



'J-' Enclosures (5) - - ^^\^- 

How to Fight Communism 
!/ Introduction March 1960 LEB and 17th National Convention CPUSA 

Communist Party, USA 



-jr Expose of Soviet Espionage 



Tolson _ 
Parsons 

Mohr Communist Target - Youth , f, < 

Belmont IZ'j'A, 0 U ' 

caiiahan — l_ (See next page for , Bu Note. ) A , / ,i 

RWE:plt v _ ( oV . ' l/'/v^ 

Evans /o\ / * 1 1 J , „ 

Malone aV/ 

TrottaV 



w.C.?^vanll_ ^ ... / \ 

TeletBoom y x Jj 

Ingram 1 , , , , . j;' 

Gandy Js£ ft M A TELETYPE UNIT I I ' , 



NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identical with correspondent. 
Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly anti- 
communist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower Administration 
bitterly in the p ast. He once stated he felt a group having the appearance 
of a communist front would be effective in attracting true subversives. 



The Cardinal Mindszenty Foundation has not been 
investigated by the Bureau and is to a certain extent affiliated with 
Dr. Schwarz and the Christian Anti-CommunismCrusade in that they 
have in the past utilized some of the literature of this group. 
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Manhattan Beach, Calif. 
March 7, 1961 



J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington, District of Columbia, 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I am interested in joining an Anti -Communist 



group. 



Could you evaluate the John Birch Sdeiety, 
Cardinal Minds^enty Group and the organization in which 
Dr. Schwartz is active? 

A person has no way by which to properly judge 
these various groups. 

Sincerely, 



Mrs. 



be 

b7C 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 



UNITED STATES GO\ 



Memorandum, 



TO 



FROM 



subject: 



Mr. DeLoach 



date: 3-17-61 




£v* <A 



l'v 

SOUTH PASADE NA7XMWRNI A 




bo 
b7C 



A letter has been received from captioned individual in which 
he encloses a le tter he w rote to the Editor of "Independent Star-News" of 
Pasadena. 



Mr. 



letter to LeeJVI. Merriman is a lengthy report 



upholding Robe r 'PWe lch and the John%irch Society. It would ap pear that the 



"Independent Star- 



has been critical ofthisBociety. Mr 



ippe 

■•L 



reasons 



for writing the Director are to get the Director' s judgment regarding the 
character and worth of Mr. Welch and to ask if Mr. Hoover thinks x the sending 
of this letter would help the fight against communism. 



In jthe letter to Merriman] | states that copies have been 

forwarded to Mr. Welch and Mr. John Edgar Ho over and that he requested 



answers from each man. Since it is evident that[_ 

the Director into a local controversary between the Pasadena paper and the 
John Birch Society, it is believed that a brief perfunctory letter should be 
forwarded. 

RE COMMENDATION: 



is trying to draw 



Lewis. 



(1) That the attached perfunctory letter be forwarded to 





Enclosure siLa^m^- ^«-^2/-6/ 

SAW: jab i^/ 
(2) / 



3I MAR 23 1961 



M m 311981^ 




• * 



u March 16, 1961 

£ I ~ \o |J / - PERSONAL 



Tolson _ 
Parsons . 

Mohr . _ r _ 

Belmont _J^/J„ 
Callahan ' 

Conrad 

DeLoach 

Evans 

Malone „ 

Rosen !_ 

Tave? L^-. 

Trotter. J .. 
W.CVSu'iiv in JLL 

Tele. ! 

Ingram J 

Gandy a 



Mr. 



be 

b7C 



Princeton, New Jersey 
Dear 



t~3 



Your letter of Search 8, 1961, with enclosure, 
has been received, and the interest which prompted you^to 
write to me is indeed appreciated. 

I regret that I cannot help you in this instance 
because we do not have any information concerning the organi- 
zation in question for public dissemination. As you know, we 
very carefully avoid evaluating; or drawing conclusions as to 
the character or integrity of any individual, organization or 
publication. I am not unmindful of the problems some anti- 
communist organizations create, but as your friend pointed 
put, Let us keep our balance in what we do. " 



cry 



V 



I am sorry I could not help to the extent you 
wanted me to, but if I can be of service in some other way, 
please do not hesitate to call on me. * 



Sincerely, (~\t) 



bo 
b7C 



NOTE: Correspondent is on the Special Correspondents 1 List on a first 
name basi s.- Bufiles contain no derogatory information regarding 



and we* have had considerable prior cordial correspondence with 



him._ The John Bnjch Society was organized by Robert Welch in December, 
^1958, at Indianapolis, Indiana. It is allegedly an anticommunist organization 
with branches in many parts of ^e^ountry. Welch was quite critical of 
former President Eisenhower and'his Administration. Welch has claimed 
that the organization might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to 
attract true subversives. Correspondents enclosure was a page from the 
Santa Barbara News Press (California) issue of February 26, 1961, containing 
an editorial critical of the John Birch Society. 

CJH:njs > (3) 
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Princeton, N.J, 



March 8, 1961 



J # Edgar Hoover 
Director, FBI 
Washington, D # C, 

Dear Edgar; 

My friend* 
resident of 



|now a 

J California, has asked 



ae to make some inquiries regarding the John 
Bi^chS^ie^^He enclosed this tear sheeFTrom 
i^'SS^^T^^Vebrmij 26 (see columns 1 and 2.) 

Anything pertinent will be appreciated* 
The source will be kept confidential. 



be 

b7C 



FanMihfn1.lv yours * 






The editor- *ahd' publisher of the 
\ NewsrPress -is in JiisV ! 8£tfr- year;. His 
>. entire life has .been spent^in^this-cgm^ r 

,mun'[tyi His memory takes hlrfi J>ack 
years, arid- r Piis readrhg.; 'even^ " 
* 'further.: He iiyetf when 'cohditi^qs ^ 
;^ were, rugged/' When.. West was West 

/a;nd^^en^wiere-,mek. He lived: during. \ 
: periods. -When, jf ■ ;» man or a" g roup; of 
, t >rieh. openly by tfofd? of ^moathl or the: . 

vice president, our "iseferetacy stale,. - 
.the' president's- br^th^K 'members of 

the Supreme ■CgUrf- and pthers 1 at :the ' 
,head;6f our&oyerhm 




Wprq made;,'to ;ahswer ; ;SucT^^ slanders 
^ offeh^cajfed for a visit frbrh a cour 
~ ageoys arid; irate* g>ti'uj^ 
. With '-thent'a; 'barrel' of vtar^ahd/i-.few 
feathers- '$66- .such ■■ Instance^.: Were 
: part ictfjaifly- 1 ifcely; to * ;6bcu? ^ tlie? ^ 

slahderei? * earner /f rprn- ^lNVw Sngla^d^ 
4 He, lived , When, merk W^rfcconsideir&d-: 
cowards- When, they htd .behind: tfiefr r 
word's * s^jj^f s\ ahdi cloth W 4he(r 
Identity through anonyjmityi;,, , 

. |.t rs.jp the light of thjsjbaefe 
ground that the: News^PreW * ;tel Is, 
where, jt itands on the John. Birch 
Socfaty; ■ . . " v . - 



Santa Barbara News Press 

California 

2/26/61 






e^ghten^ about Va. semi^^ci# .orgainzddqrL 

xa^editie^Jofc v ' ' 

. " We -believe ^ has; t ^performed a 
public sepi(^ 
W^. jj§^P^ .11 l^S- * ; : / ■ attrition- ipf.^ 

"vstutip^^ :the;^ci^ ; ■ 

' ,y ; /-First let there he ;no : c ^istake^aj]6Ut/J;h;is : :i ' Cprnmu^ 
:itfsm ;miist be opposed ^ ^agbtpusfe Jts.^ 
va&t areas; "Of: the worldi ,are. shocking; Syery 'Ameri-- 
\cW must/be -alert- . fdr^ R'eif ii^iitraripii;/ B^t /that : doe$ 
±0$ lead ^gi£^^^ fight €p&^ 

/^unisrii at home, we omiist thiow. democratic grih^iijifes^ 
:';^d f "methods into the. ashcair ahd4dopt r ffie-;tecM 
-"''of the Commumsts - themselves, h as- the Jofin Birch lead? 
ers 1 would;iiave us' do, ; T . 

pi' liate and: TrflMcatfon: lhat rthe jBed^. Society* is; 
waging' -against national ; leaders wHa deserve our- vie*! 



Beli eye : .; 

: ;ptafe democratic institutions 
, ; ac&ir be^enda^£ered as jhuch 
:by ■■\exfreiMstS; of: the .right 
: as v 'by .those: ,of the left; 



That , Democracy * can be / 
^enjflhfoiefl -only IhrDngti 
i^eil discnssiDiL o£issues 1 in. 
thevspirit of -the^-Cbnsiitution 

and fem- ^f/ Rights ^ ,that ^d coMiiiehce , ■ ■ ■ . 

-seferet .or ^em-secret po ; , ; ,^Wany<rae^ 

cal organizations: have no caQlV ioriiier Er^sideiit feisephower/ M a dedl^a^n^ 
■^ lac ^;^-' ^ ^ c iety. ' " - - ;stibus-:agent of the^ Qbijasumst .6a^i^^^oi^%^A 
Jaipur .democratic' instil- i^.^^ iehli^ 

tic'ian^ V; V 

,'' The NawfrPres^^ 
cratic structure pf'liie/ Society!. * i* > .. 



tipn>. a^'^ourid^;enougn,io 
$4^stahp^ 

;of- ■open\:ppfitical i . discussion fc 
/and examination -^ . 
logical ■■'beiiefs:''- ^ v ' > - 



The ,Ne^Eress! .c'oMenids. the tatties ^atifciy^ 
brought au'pnymptis telephone calls: v of ' d^ugci^m ioy, 
when" feai? H oi bbn^fetmk^ft , ; Sairta: Ba?barans in 
ieadsrto :irrekponsibfei un^ ; John- Birch Society' or^their Sympathizers^ . AM6ng:>ler" 
stibstantiaied ch .ar g^s of: -tims. of such :cowardly ^diitribes; have j&^^^^mA.^ 

leaders; mcluding f acuity ^members of^the- ■IJnlvfersity 
til California, at Santa Barbara, and eyemi^s f teiff-sif-tfie f ■ 
Gospel, ... ' L ." L . 

The i$e wk'PrV es s ' ■ condemns ,tlie press ur es oh - ly ealtliy: 
residentSi l whp_fear and Sbhor, Communishiy i; tp cprftrit)- 
s, not hy * lite Jmpney'td an org^zaUdn 

■-fdr^reasohs *yo.u will understand; ;ilier"e^caTi--'Sife -1x0.^0^" 
cot^i^g^fu^ds. ,j: ; ' ; ' ' \ - ■ 

^ Int the Bltie Bppfc, ^e' spc^ * 
i^aidvthat the organizatipn needed one^^m 
He also said! that^the h 4&?s^^e "what^yer itjie ; ' member % ■ 
wants- to make them^wife a : ±mimum^ 
for men,,ind ?12 for', women:" ' ' 1 .V" , : '\ 

; Gne .^ionm^ : 
and \yomen, wpuld ;J}rang;;him *;yeftr.. * 

;Qtute .a.sui^,;to.;piay ^ -k^miii^^'y: ; 

The News-Pfes^^halienges. menife,ei:s ;pf ►the., society | 
to cpnie Mo ihe -open : and/adiriit 4 ^ 
:enroliment. is m the hundreds: Vis claimed ~ "'" v ''" 



That democracy: suffers 



trea|6ri:';or>'evil: conriivance' 
■ against our politicali ; reli- 
gioiiSj idiicatipnal ■ ot 'cul- 
tural; deader s h t "■ y v ' 

" 'ThaMraitqrsvslidiild -be dealt 
with by the" 
vigilahte; groups; 

' .The Adoption of totalitairian 
prganizatipn- v or tactics '£6 
1 iigSt^he Communist danger, 
. ior ai ,to{aUiarianism Sloiir- 
islies, JBemocracy \dies;. 



^The spreadmgj^f slander-' 

I ■ous'.generali^es J /^with 

. basis _ %spedffc^ 
suspicion oi the !loyaity : or 
character of-Gitizens^'whoSe;*'. 
yiews diMer ' frpiri those, oi ^ 

% ;the majority, L _ 



[LET" -US KEEP OiJR ^BAlirp 
:\t i what ■we;'do f - tet; u^j 
|nbt-, :in the' intensity !■ -jbf, -our^ J 
; cphyiGiiiOns, - nullify &e/'iightsj 
jiOf- others ;ti> 3ipld L and voice' 
1 their/owri beliefsV ^ 




fvV, . 

ioiS 



March 21, 1961 



be". 



South Fort Mitchell, Kentucky 
Dear Mr. 




I have received your letter of March 12, 
1961, and I do appreciate the concern which prompted your 
communication. 

While I would like to be of assistance to you 
regarding your inquiries, the FBI is strictly an investigate^ ^ 
agency of the Federal Government and does not furnish *ff . 
evaluations or comments concerning the character or^tot?grjtar - ' 
of any individual, publication or organization. I hop&Jr'gu wju ej 
not infer from this either that we do or do not have datarin«gur ^ 
files relating to the subjects which you mentioned. £ <<? 

In view of your interest, I am enclosing 
material containing suggestions on ways to combat the drenace 
>f communism which you may like to read. 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 




tv ■ 



One Nation's Response to Communism 
Communist Target— Youth 



Enclosures (5) 
CommuntetoParty, USA 
What You- Can Do To Fight Communism 
^ ^Expose of Soviet Esgionjige 

Sw JI^RB&jfl^fe&m^ no information identifiable with correspondent. 
The.Xohn feirch^idciety was established by Robert Welch of Belmont, 
.Massachusetts and is allegedly an anti-communist organization. T7 . ■ ;iaye 

MA1I, FJOOUL— ! TFI-,FTYPiT lifJIT 1 J „ ..,t;,.... '; , 

- ■ - ■ ■■ - ptw\ ... . . 

JWO*B:hmm (3) ■ - \ * L 



t<st 



Washington, U. C. 
Dear Sir, x 



b7C 



Tele. Room- 
Mr. Ingram._ 
Miss Gandy_ 



Recently I attended a meeting on Cornm*^ 
unist subversion in the United States 
given a t St. Elizabeth Hospital by a 



Brother 



from Dayton University, 



It was suggested that our group be* , 
addressed by a member of the John^B^roh 
Society of Mass.. I am interested in' 
doing what I can to combat subversive 
action. 

I would like to know if this previously 
. ^ mentioned group is a bona f ied anti- 
communist organization. 

I would also like to know if the F. B& 
could suggest some other organizations 
that are dedicated in fighting Communism 
in this country. 



lx 



23 1061 





■-to. 



SOUTH FT. MITCHELL, KY. 



The John Berch Society has gone on record 
claiming that Secretary-General Dag Haxnm^ 
arskjold is a Communist* 

I am confused on this statment and would 
appreiciate any comment you might have 
regarding this claim •< 



•bo 
b7C 



Respectfully, 



,1 &\ 



7) 



j 




March 16, 1901 



Tolson 



MEfiL. 



Glendale 8, California 
Dear Mra^ 



be 

b7C 




Your letter of March 8 t 1961, has been received, 
and your generous remarks regarding my book are sincerely 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret 
that I am unable to help you and hope that you will not infer in this 
connection either that we do or that we do not have data in our files 
relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

Enclosed is material dealing with the general subject 
of communism, some of which contains suggestions as to what we 
Americans can do. 

*' Sincerely yours, 




Enclosures (5) 




What You Can Do To Fight Qommunlsm 
How To Beat Communism 




One Nation's Response to Communism 

Communist Target- -Youth y 

^Expose of Soviet Espionage jQnr"- p J 

* 66MAR2ftI96f^ (SeeNOTEnextpage) 




MAIL ROOM 



□ 



TELETYPE UNIT 1 T 



RWE:elw 



(3) 



NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society might take 
on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true subversives. 
During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized the President to 
the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 



G-lendale 8, California 




March 8, 1961 



J, E, Hoover, Director 

C/0 Federal Bureau of Investigation 



Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr, Hoover, 

As a mother of four, wife of a man who Relieves with the deepest 
conviction in the United States Constitution, and wanting to help 
my country in some ^ay to unshac\le itself from the Communist 
monster which is so surely leading us to ruin, T am siting to you 
' for advi ce . 



I have been approached to join the John .l^pluSaaiety f which seems 
to creating even more confusion' in my already confused head. As 
strongly as T agree v*ith Ro v ert V'elch in theory, T do not ^ant to 
be' guilty of "creeping a monster" ^h!ch could ultimately do as much 
harm to our free ^ay of life as the monster to ^hich the society 
has dedicated itself to destroy. This is -here the advice to " r hich 
I referred to comes in. 

I have read your very good hook "Master of Deceit", Fred C. Sclrvarz 1 
r You Can Trust The Communists", "McCarthy and the Communists", "Repo 
of American Bar Association, Special Committee on Communist Tactics, 
Strategy, and Objectives," "'Thy People Become Communists", and many 
other pamphlets, etc; all of which leads me to believe that someSiliin 
must he done, BUT WHAT? Any light which you might shed either for 
or against the John Birch Society will he greatly appreciated by me 
and my Family. _ ,^ T1V ^ 

/' T.T. T""* r '~ ■ ■ 



Very best regards, 



REC- 35 



2* 



s MAR. 23 196t 




v 




4 



4 



M at 



Mr. 



March 21, 1961 



Cleburne, Texas 



^3 



Dear Mr. 



Your letter postmarked March 12, 1961, has beftr received, . 
and I want to thank you for your kind expression of confidence In the work 
being done by the FBI. v . 



Tolson 
Parson 
Mohr _ 



Your desire to help combat communism is very much 
appreciated, and I am enclosing material currently available for general 
distribution by the FBI along such lines. We cannot furnish you any data on 
the specific meeting you mentioned. 

In response to your inquiry, I am unable, as a matter of policy, 
to counsel you regarding your joining the group you named. In this connection 
I must inform you also that the FBI does not issue clearances of any type. I 
am unable to answer the other question you raised, furthermore, since 
information in our files is confidential and available for official use only, due 
to regulations of the Department of Justice. 

- '- - rhe pamphlet you forwarded has been brought to our attention 

on numerous occasions in the past, and you will note that it contains a 
statement to the effect that the procommunist records of the individuals 
named therein are documented in the files of certain Governmental 
investigating agencies. I want to assure you that neither the Cinema 
Educational Guild, Inc., nor its national director, Myron C. Fagan, has had 
access to data in our files in the preparation of their publications. Your 
-^en closure is being returned. 

1 ^ ^AlW ' Sincerely yours, 

r: 3* Edgar Hoc*: 



iEAT PAGE) 
KTE NEXT PAGE 
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If?' 



fclosjrejysM^Tm.. 

•«^J SEE N< 



7 
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NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization 
with branches over the various parts of the country. Our field offices 
have been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch as its head, Robert Welch, 
indicated at one time that he thought a group having the appearance of a 
front organization might be effective in attracting true subversives. Welch 
has, in the past, also attacked President Eisenhower and his Administration 
in his writings. 

It has been necessary on several occasions to admonish 
Myron C. Fagan relative to his use of the names of the Director and the FBI 
in the furtherance of his publications. Correspondent's enclosure was a 
copy of the pamphlet entitled "The Reds are Back in Hollywood! ! ! 
Don't Patronize Reds! ! !*' well known to the Bureau. 



Enclosures (5) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

How to Beat Communism 

Communist Target— Youth 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Correspondent' s enclosure to incoming letter 



- 2 - 



,UE COPY ** 



Mar 12. 19R1 



Cleburne, Texas 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover b6 
Director of F. B. I. b ° c ^ 

Washington D. C. ^ 

I want to thank you for your wonderful work you are 
doing to keep communism from taking over in the United States. 
You are the most respected man in the U. S. today. I enjoyed 
reading your article written in "Christianity Today" which was reprinted 
in the Congressional Record. Every preacher should read it. 

I have recently become interested in preventing a 
communist take over here. I am an Air Force Reserve Captain with 
a Security Clearance and believe in the free entiprize system as well 
as the Democratic form of Government. I have become interested in 
the JohrrBirch Society , which appears to beva truely patriotic organization. 
At the present time with it' s present organization and goals would^I 
jeprodize my Security Clearance by becoming associated with this group. 
I realize you cannot tell what the future holds for this organization. But 
I feel I must do something for my country in its hour of need. 

Enclosed is a phamplet "Reds Are Back In Hollywood. " 
What can you tell me of this? Also recently I asked my Congressman, 
Mr Olin E.. Teague, if there was an organized effort to reeducate the 
American public along (over) Socialist & communist lines ? He said he 
thought this is very possible. Can you tell me anything about this. 

I realize these are difficult questions I have asked. Please 
keep writing to the American people. They will believe you when they 
believe no one else. I would be happy to have any type of material on , O 
communism that you could send me. I am particularly interested in 
meeting of the 6 th Communist International and its aims for political 
warfare. This Meeting I believe occurred in 1934. Thank you again. 

Respectfully vours r-" 



<5r be 

b7C 





for/ UP? / 



b6 

b7C 



i^S ar Mo over -J tf 

, , / -7- 77 I y F^/wrlOMdtrT"/ 
/, y // A /) ■ ~K Aw C0#vttM/s/* rrosn 

/I* Ar &re, faert/* tyfrM JS*?"'? 

Prrs^f /si* ®> tA Ati Arrs^t <3<y<?A/zar<o* 

fofar* /7o/dr for 7//S ty**/*****. £«t I g 
fa/jr /fusA Do JoAKtfA^ffrr/ly&vxrry §j 

//? Air tiour afford 

F n ,/,s^/sAfAa^// y,*Jrr/?*eA fyg 





March 21, 1961 




be- 
b7C 



Dea r Mraj 



Vbur letter postmarked March 10, 1961, has 
been received, and I appreciate the concern which prompted 
your communication. 



In response to your inquiry, the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities has as one of its primary responsi- 
bilities the recommending oi appropriate legislation regarding 
subversive activities to the United States Congress. I have 
always felt that this Committee makes a contribution in its 
public disclosure of the forces that menace America and its 
efforts represent the reason why the venom of the communists has 
been directed against It as well as against the FBI. 



Toison n 



Parsons _ 

Mohr 

Belmont _ 
Callahan , 
Conrad 
DeLoach. 
Evans 



Ma lone . 
Rosen _ 
TaveJ _ 
Trotter . 



The article which you requested me to forward 
you is no longer available for distribution. I am, however, 
enclosing several items with respect to the general subject sL. 
communism which may be of interest to you. *° 



Sincerely yours, 

fl* Edgar Hoover 



W,C. Sullivan 
Tete. Room _ 
Ingram 
Gq 



Enclosures (5) 
' Bir^ctor's speech 10-18-60 
God and Country or Communism 
Communism: Bitter Enemy of Religion 
^/Series from Christianity Today 
One Nation's Response to Communism 



4 




9 



■E.EJ/LJ L U1JJ ^^—^^my 



(SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE) 




Mrs. 



b6 
b7C 



NOTE: Mrs J |has corresponded before, our last outgoing 

to her was on 9-1-60 when she complimented "Communist Target- 
Youth. " We have previously sent her Communist Illusion and 
Democratic Reality, 17th National Convention CP, USA, 3-60 
LEB Introduction and Expose of Soviet Espionage. Bufiles contain 
no derogatory information concerning her. 
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TEMPE, ARIZONA 



* 



b6 
b7C 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D.C. 





Maiona. 
Mr, Rosen. 

Mr.JBfcaSiilferaai 



Mx«- Ingram. 
%£i£s Gandy. 



Dear T,!r. Foover; 

I was lead to believe yesterday that you were oppcj 
to the HCTTA during a debate concerning the Nation 
Council of Churches of Christ held at the spring board 
| meeting of the Episcopal Churchwomen of the Diocese 
of Arizona. I do not believe this is correct. I 
speak on communism and would like to have something 
to refute this impression when it arises again. 




I would also like to obtain fitfe copies of God and Chaos l 
which I feel is a valuable statement concerning the 
Red meHace within the religious denominations of our 
p;reat land. 



Thank you sir, for your devotion to our Republic. 

Yost sincerely, 



m 



be 

b7C 



Mrs. 

JohiTBlroh .Society 



ao MAR 28 1961 




all r.™::".::.*"'"* r n, ~" '"^'zd 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-104-01 

UNITED STATES Gi 



RNMENT 



f 

Memorandum 



X 



TO 



pro: 




subject: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (62-104401) 

SAC, DALLAS (100-10402) 

JOHl^ BIRCH SOCIETY 
MISCELLANEOUS - ^ 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



date: 



3/23/61 



Mrs* 

Dallas, Texas / phone |_ 



T, r . ~ ' 



J advised on 3/13/61 she was 



recently invited to attend a movie and meeting dealing with 

the CQmmtiP^gt menace. She ffflid the invitation was from Mrs. 

\ Dallas. 



he 

hlC 



Mrs. 



] stated she and her daughter with a 



friend (an exchange student t£at resides with her) attended 
the movie which was entitle^^CQMm&i^ Map (or 

Continent)^ during the evening of 2/28/61 at the "Hxghl. : a^ 
Park Town Hall on Drexel Road. She said after the movieJa 
> | I made a few remarks and she met several persons that a 
the movie* She was invited to attend a meeting tdhbe held at 

a later date and did express a desire to lea rn more of the 

***** * 




communist threat. 



She said she and her husband attended the ' meeting 
on 3/13/6 1, being pi cked up at their home by a Mrs*£ 



mother of i 

residence of 



and taken to the meeting held at the ^ 



Mrs* 



said they were admitted by a person who 



stayed at the door and appeared to be screening the persons 
present, the meeting was conducted in a militant manner and . 
consisted of talks by persons present. She said that it was^ ^ 
at that time she learned it was a meeting of^ihe JOHNEERCH "* ^ 
SOCIETY. She and her husband met several persons and were <T 
furnished a book entitled "The Blue Book of dbhe John Birch 
Society," by ROBERT WELCH* In addition they^were burnished a 
book "Communist - Socialist Propaganda in American Schools," by 
VERNE P. KAUB, as well as numerals leaflets aad pamphlets on 
various facts pf communism and other matter^, including one 
soXicitiiig Recipients to direct letters tO iiheir h^gh^plected 
officia: 



/ 



be 

b7C 




2j - Bureau 
1 ~ Dallas 
EEH: jeg 

<« m APR 5 



• 



DL 100-10402 



Mrs* 



met at the movie and/or meeting: 



furnished the following as persons she 



Mrs, 



Dallas, Texas 

(attended movie) 



(attended movie) 



Dallas, Texas 
Mrs J 



Job 
b7C 



to attend movie) 



Dallas, Texas 
Mr St 



(attended movie and meeting) 



Dallas, Texas 

(noting at home) 



Dallas, Texas 



showed movie) 
(at tended movi e and meeting - mother 
of | 



b6 
b7C 



Dallas, Texas. 
Mrs. I I further advised her son. 



land resides 



xn a garage ap artment at the residence of 



, Austin 5, Texas. She said her son, who is a 



I has been hazed unmercifully, apparently because of 
his fri endship and associations with a Negro studen t .1 

She said the treatment accorded her son and I I have 



necessitated both of them moving from the campus and finding 
housing elsewhere. 



This is being submitted to Bureau for information. 



- 2 - 




'4/ 



March 23, 1961 



□ 



Dear Mr. 



Your letter of March 18, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. 1 regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
Inquiry. 

- Enclosed is some literature dealing with ther 

general subject of communism which may be of interest. \V 

\ 



.''in- 



sincerely yours, 




Enclosures (5) 
sted next page) 




M:efr*>: 
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ETYPE UNIT I 



X 



see NOTE next 
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Enclosures 

The Communists Are After Our Minds 

Hot/ To Fight Communism 

Communist -Party, USA 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

One Nation's Response to Communism 



NOTE: <£ Bufiles contain no record^dentifiable -with correspondent. 
Rpbern?/elch, founder of the John%irch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has ^riticizea*tfie^Eisenho\ver 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 



March 18, 1961 



F. B. I. 

Washington, D. 0, 
Gentlemen, 

A recent article in Time; issue dated. 
March 10, 1961, page 21, titled u The Amer- 
icanists; aroused my interest to write your 
department seeking facts about the John 
Birch Society, as your department knows them. 
Is this Society good or not good for America? 
Is this Society safe or not safe for America? 
I am seeking a true evaluation of this 
Society in order to be a better informed 
citizen and your cooperation in this matter 
will be most appreciated. I am not and 
never have 'been a member of either the John 
Birch Society or the Communist Party, 



Sincerely, 





Wichita, Kansas (4 ) 



17 MAR 24 1961 





. .. " 




March 21, 1961 
PERSONAL «J 



X 



Mr. 



Johnson City, Tennessee 



Dear Mr. 




I have received your letter of March 13, 196t f - 
and I do appreciate the concern which prompted your communication. 

With respect to your inquiry, I have not endorsed the 
organization to which you refer. The FBI is strictly an Investigative 
agency of the f ederal Government and does not furnish evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization. I hope you will not infer from this 
either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to the subject 
which you mentioned. 

I firmly believe that it behooves all of us to make a 
concerted effort to gain a broad knowledge of the objectives and 
operations of the communist menace. A lack of understanding is 
dangerous in that it often results in the reprehensible and indiscrimi- 
nate labeling as communists those who merely dissent or advocate 
unpopular or unorthodox views. Education is of great importance 
in this matter, for when fully aware of the aims of communism, 
we «an ail share in the opportunity to defeat it with the weapon it 
fears most- -truth. 



Sincerely yours, 




OTE: Bufiles contain no record of the correspondmt in the locality of 
his residence. The article to which he refers appears on pages 2^*n& 
^22 of the March 10 issue of "Time Magazine" It is an analysis of the 



Tolsoo - -r' **"* w * «""*- «*«■*»*« loom, w iua5<uiub it icr au au^ijr^u v*. 

— John Birch Society arid* comments concerning the extreme right-wing 
flslKE^E tendencies of this organization. The John Birch Society was founded 



in 




December, 1958, at Indianapolis, Indiana, by Robert Welch an4 has been 
engaged in allegedly anticommunist activities. The B*|peau hafcconducted 
nquiry concerning it. 



JWO'Binss 
<3V 



TELETYPE UNIT 



□ 






Johnson City* TennessW, 
March 13, 1961. ur 

Job 
b7C 



arson' 

, Mr/ jtQhr - 

Mr. Ollal^.n 
Conrad 

tlx. Evunii 





( personal ) 

Honorable J . Edgar Hoover, ^ 4M+4rttl 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 
Washington, B. C. 



1/ 



J Mr* Mrl^us— . 
| Mr. Rosen. 
f | Mr. Tavel 
jj Mr. Trottwj 
I Mr. W.CSfiHiivan 
j Tele. 
5 Mr. In; 




My dear Mr. Hoover: 



MissjGandy— — 

— — ^ 

Your attention no doubt has been or will be called to 
ir» the March 10th issue of Time Magazine, (<page 21), about theffgnn^ 
if^S ciSiStTr «S Mr Welch the founder thereof. I don't think 

Oration to my country and my dislike for Communis** an any form, 
but when a very close personal friend of mine approached me about, 
S£ local jLmBlroh Society movement I expressed a dislike for 
«t,v virrniflnte Gpoud who was so careful to conceal the names or , 
?? y mSfeisl HoXer? when I was assured that you personally 
had gi^n your Ip^ovai of the John Brich Society, I '^eluded 
I mult X mistaken in my objection, and feeling inclined towards 
Membership until I read the article referred to above. 

that I should like to know now is did you specifically endorse 

like\ot in whomT have comflete confidence and who is in much 
better position than I to know how matters like this can be 
best handled. 

I am sure you will comply with my request that Jo not 
aivulceto anyone outside your own organization the *ajt that 
I hTvf wStten you, and that you consider this a matter strictly 
between you and me., 



With assurances of my very highest regards for you, I remain, 



b6 
b7C 



if f, 



0\ * 



J 



r I 



1 =■ 



• 9 $ • Ji"/- c'/ 




♦ 



L 



Harci* 22, 1001 



Conrad . 



Evans 
Ma lone ^_ 



bo 
b7C 



Ec-ar -Irs. 



Your letter of i.Sareh 14, 19G1, has been received, 
snd tirj interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although X would like to bo of service, the 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, dace not malce evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity o£ any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you end hope tint 7 
you will net infer in thir. connection cither that v/o do or thai 
wo Co not have data In our files relating to the cubjecfc of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed ic some literature dealing with the 
General subject of communism which may be of interest. 




1 



Sincerely youro, 

*k Hoover 



ncJosurc^ (D) 
{listed next page) 



Tele. Hoam 
Ingram 
Gandy 



-/DCL:efr*' 



see NOTE next page 



TYPE T J.NIT r _ j 




Enclosures 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
How To Beat Communism 
Director's Speech 10-18-60 
Bed Goals and Christian Ideals 
One Nation's Response to Communis* 1 * 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable v/ith correspondent. 
Hobert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
antieommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front -would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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March 14, 1961 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 



<2> 



I am thinking of joining the_JoJmJBirch Society^ 
Please send me a letter with your approval that is is"an*Anti- 
Communist Organization. . 



Than k you 
/s/ Mrs. 



San Gabriel. Calif. 



be 

hlC 



y ^rtf* REG " 95 4£r^^ / ~ 



IO KAR 24 1961 




y ^ 



- //faxes? 





•.I ' - 




be 

b7C 



CHANGED TO 



FEB 6 1963 ^ 



J7- 



March 23, 1961 



Mr! 



/ 7 



Midland, Texas 
Dear Mr, 



8s { 



b6 
blC 



Your letter of March 16, 1961, has been re- 
ceived, and your interest in writing is appreciated. 

In response to your inquiry, I would like to 
advise that the FBI, as strictly an investigative agency of the 
Federal Government, does not furnish evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, organi- 
zation or publication. I hope you will not infer that our files 
do or do not contain data regarding the organization vou 
mentioned. 9 



> I am enclosing some material on the general 

subject of communism which you may wish to have, together 
X S^t° m ot a list of organizations which have been cited bv 
the Attorney General pursuant to Executive Order 10450 



Sincerely yours,. 




/ ; / / Enclosures (5) 



Parsons 

Mohr \.j£_: 

Belmont 1. A. _ 
Callahan . 
Conrad — 

DeLoach . 

Evans 

Mai one 

Rosen . 

Tavel „ 

Vrotter . 



W.C. Sulfcv .,. 
■Tele. Ro/Jm JL 
Ingram 



_f AG List of Subversive Organizations 
/ Communist Party, USA 
Communist Target— Youth 
17th National Convention & Intro. 3-60 LEB 
Christianity Today Series ' ' ; * ! - 



ingrum jl^s / , „ . 



^?Vn? n^W^* 18 n0t id f ntifiable in Bufiles. Robert Welch, founder 
of the John Birch Society, an allegedly anticommunist organization has 

' — to P Bu NIT q SAW:jka (3) (NOTE CONT. NEXT PAGE) 



Mr. 



be 

b7C 



t 



3-23-61 



NOTE (cont. ) 

criticized the Eisenhower Administration bitterly in the past. Welch 
once stated he felt a group having the appearance of a communist 
front might be effective in attracting true subversives. 
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Midland, Texas 
March 16, 1961 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D* C« 



a 

It would be appreciated if you would advise me if the Jphn Bir'ph Socie ty 
of Belmont, Massachusetts, is on the FBI ! s list of subversive organ- ^ 
iaation. I have been solicited for membership in this organization, 
but due to some of the unfavorable publicity would liketo receive your 
answer prior to affiliating with an establishment that would be contrary 
to the best interests of myself and the country. 



Yours very turly, 



be 

b7 



"Kdland, Texas" 




* 



i9 / , x tod do 



Mrs. 



11 




March 23, 1961 



Micuana, Texas 
Dear Mrs. 



be 

b7C 



Your letter postmarked March 14, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is appre- 
ciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does 1 
not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I have not f- 
sanctioned the organization which is the subject of your communl- ^ 
cation. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you will not ^ 
infer in this connection either that we do or that we do not have 22 
data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 



Enclosed is somUiterajt^deallng with the general 
subject of communism whk& may be of interest. 

ylncerely yours, 



ivec 



K 



Enclosures (5) 

17th National Convention & 3-60 LEB Intro. 

Director's speech of 10-18-60 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Target— Youth 

One Nation's Response To Communism 



r tBi ... 



See NOTE next page. , 
HWE:pjh (3) „ /•• 

^44AIL ROOM TELETYPE UNIT 




r 



Mrs. 



be 

b7C 



NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. 

The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization; however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that 
the Society might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to 
attract true subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, 
Welch criticized the president to the point of calling him a dupe of 
the communists. 
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Midland, Texas 
March 10, 1961 



be 

b7C 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 





Some frLends of mine have been trying to interest 
me in joining the "Johirfeirch Society. tT One of their selling points 
was M The society has the approval and backing of J. Edgar Hoover. " 
After reading something of this organization in Xime Magazine and talk- 
ing with the local members, I found it difficult to believe you 
supported this type of thing. These members say Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt, Henry Cabot Lodge and numerous other people in public 
life are so-called communists "dupes". The methods, as explained 
to me, of how this society operates are absolutely frightening. 
Please, Please let me know if you do give yourasupport to this 
Society and if you do why. 

Til appreciate hearing from you. 



Sincerely yours, 



Mrs 



bb 
b7C 





© MAR 24 19W 



5r 




bo 
b7C 



— — — 




^ A-^^^? y3~A^z2aS ^oUX^y " 









March 24, 1961 



Mrs. 



Ditikiusuii, Texas 



DO 

b7C 



Dear Mrs, 



I have received your letter of March 16, 1961^ ^ 
and I appreciate the interest which prompted you to communicate^ 
with me on this occasion. ^ 



4T 

V 



While I would like to be of assistance, the jurisdiction 
and responsibilities of the FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization. I hope that you will not infer in this 
connection either that we do or that we do not have data in our files 
relating to the subject of your inquiry. Consequently, it will not 
be possible for me to take the action you suggested. 

Sincerely yours, 

JL £dgat Hoow 





Tolson _ 
Parsons _ 

Mohr 

Belmont _ 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach . 
Evans 



NOTE: Bufiles contgii no record of the correspondent. Robert Welch, 
founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly anticommunist organization, 
has criticizedlhe Eisenhower Administration bitterly in the past. He once 
stated he felt a group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
isffeclfve&ln attracting true subversives. f 



Mai one . 
Rosen _ 
Tavel _ 
Trotter _ 



W.C. Sullivan . 

Tele. Room 

Ingram ... 
Gandy 
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Dickinson, Texas b7 
March 16, 1961 

J, Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

I have recently joined the John Birch Society and must, 
for my own peace of mind, know what you think of the organization 
and the vile article which appeared in Time magazine on March 10th. 



Having read Masters of Deceit I am convinced that 
we must do something about the communist menace and feel this 
organization furnishes a program of positive anti-communist activity 
which I can follow. Since joining I have yet to witness anything that 
approaches the activities mentioned in the article and cannot help 
but believe that the editors of Time* find it necessary to attempt to 
destroy an organization which approaches the awful truth and expose 
the communist conspiracy. Their motives certainly leave much to 
ponder. 

If, in your opinion, The John Birch Society performs 
a patriotic service to our nation it seems to me you are in a position 
to set the people and the editors of Time straight. They find it rather 
difficult to refute your word! ! 



God bless you. 

Mrs 



be 

b7C 



bo 
b7C 




FT, T' 



r >-v-T) 



Mr. Tolson. 
Mr. Parso 
Mr, Mohr..S^ 
Mr, Belmont 
Mr, Callahan, 
Mr, 
Mr. 

Mr, Ev3 
Mr. Malone. 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. TayeL 



3 




Mr. Trotter.. 

Mr. WXlCtitfivan 

Tele. Roora 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss G&&£y 




gJpsgAj M^S-Oy f&^z^ 0 








15 

,v/0 J , 



Or 4 



* 




Tolsori . 
Pare oris . 
Mohx T 
Belmont . 
Callahan , 
Conrad ^ 
DeLoach_ 
Evans ^ 



Mrs. 



March 22, 1961 



Odessa ,^Texas 



Dear Mrs. 



Your letter postmarked March 15, 1961, wlth^ 
enclosure, has been received, and I am glad to know you erupyed^ 
the material previously sent you. I am also pleased to know of ^ 
your interest In my book, "Masters of Deceit. " ' ^S* 

Although I would like to be of service, information 
in FBI files is confidential and available for official use only, due 
to regulations of the Department of Justice. I am also unable to 
comment concerning .the group you named since the functions and 
re^ojiBibiUUe'fl.pfsthe FBI> as a Federal investigative agengy, do 
not extend to furnishing evaluations or drawing conclusions^ to 
the character or integrity of any organization, publication or^ 
individual. t- - ' 5? 



I- 

The pamphlet you forwarded has been brought, to 
oar attention In the past, and you will note that it contains aU-< 
statement to the effect that the procommunist records of^th^. 
individuals named therein are documented In the files ofxeftain 
Government Investigating agencies. I can assure you that neither 
the Cinema Educational Guild, Inc. , nor its national director, 
Myron C. Fagan, has had access to data in our files in;tf& preparation 
of their publications. The pamphlet In question is being returned. 

Although Z am unable, as a matter of policy,, £o 



jjn* recommend any specific organization with the express aim of 





NOTE AND ENCLOSURES NEXT PAGE 
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A 




Mrs. 



.bo 
b7C 



combating communism, I am enclosing material available for 
general distribution by this Bureau which I hope will offer 
suggestions as to how you can take effective action in protecting 
our American way of life. 

Sincerely yours, 



Enclosures (5) 
Director's speech 10-18-60 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
How To Beat Communism^ 

JSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 




be 



7C 



Jdirected to her Congressman, 

J. T. Rutherford, was referred to the Bureau by him i n April. 19 59 in 



which she inquired concerning two organizations. Mrs. 
a letter to the Bureau dated 4-21-59 making the same inquiries and 
Bulet 5-1-59 informed her that we could not help since we did not 
investigate the two organizations in question. (65-69946-144) no 
other pertinent references. 

O 

Th e John Birch Society i s allegedly an anticommunist 
organization; however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that he 
thought organizing a group having the appearance of a communist 
"front" might be effective in attacking true subversives. He has 
bitterly criticized the Eisenhower Administration in his writings. 



also sent 



Correspondent' s enclosure was a copy of the Cinema 
Educational Guild's pamphlet entitled "Don't Patronize Reds! ! !" 
well known to the Bureau. The CEG and its national director, Myron C. 
Fagan, disseminated anticommunist, anti- Negro and anti-Semitic 
pamphlets. Fagan has been admonished relative to his misuse of the 
Director's name in the furtherance of his publications. 



-2- 



TRUE COPY 



he 

hie 



Odessa, Texas 
March 12, 1960 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 

Once again I am writing to you 
for information. Over a year ago I asked for 
your help and was immeasurably pleased with 
your prompt reply. Since that time, I have read 
your book Masters of Deceit plus many others. 

Now I am on the verge of joining 
a group called the John Birch Society. In your 
opinion, is this group truly an anti- communist 
group? If you are unable to express your opinion, 
could you please reefer me to another reliable — 
Nonr liberal (if that is possible) source. I am also 
enclosing a pamplet I have and would like to know 
about the reliability of this also. 

In my zeal to join an T, Americanism TT 
group, I should hate to join the wrong thing. 

My own Congressman has already 
proven thru his recent voting records that he is not 
interested in the thoughts of his constituents, consequently 
I know of no one else to write to in regard to this matter. 



Thank you very much 

Sincerely yours, 
/s/ Mrs. 



b7C 



be . 

b7c OcWxT^ 



^ytX»t^T-^3C. JV5l^jv^. ^Xv-m^jo -M^xoi- cXjuwvD-^ 
-TVOo^-Ji- -^^^-^ -J^Y^oov, ^VvAiLV^ 



b6 
b7C 



A. 



Eo;: 

Canadian, lesa 

Ccar 




attention at on his return. 



& view of your interest^ I zlw cnclo-inj material 
available for general distribatioa by tao FBI on tho subject o£ 
eoamm&ism. 

Sincerely yours, 



±iolcn V. ! . Canciy 
Secretary 




enclosures (4) 
\ i ^Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target — Youth 

Introduction 3/60 LEB & 17th Natl Convention CP, USA } 
Series from Christianity Today , 7^ 



r-. 




Trotter ^ 
W.C.Suli.van. 

Tele* Rriam 

Ingram 

Gandy 



Kecord, 

weekly newspaper gabiished in Canadian, Texas, contains an attack on Ike Joh 
Birch Society* l^direcord of this newspaper in Bufiles, and no prior correspo: 
dence had ;Leca iiad'Wiililts staff: The John Eirch Society is allegedly an anti- 
communist organization; however, flobort Welch, it~ founder, has stated that 
/the Society might take on the ap^saranco of a "front" in order to attract true 
- subversives* Daring the &iL:eftiiQY;cr Administration, Welch criticized the 
President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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3 - 13 - 1961 



Canadain Tex Box l 1 
J Edgar Hoover F.B. I. 
^Inclosed Is part of Home Town News Paper regarding The 
Johirgirch Society of which I am sure you know about. 

I am very much confused about this article also the Societys 
bearing the turkey track insigna 

It seem to me thus should be something done about these 
orginasition opely adocating the overthrow of our form of Goverment 

I think It is time for Some ting to be done. 

Our Goverment has got to get tough to §top this comunist 
novement I Sincerly beliave we need a firing line for People 
like John Birch 



we need to repeal the 5th amendent we need some C in Goverment ^ 
who will shoot the^e who betray our Governed These Jail sentences 
ant wort a dam 



Hot lead will stop People from Publicly advocating overt&row;of 
our Goverment 



What do think Mr Hoover 




REC-ai 

Your very truly m %%\$& 



to 



/s/ 



*/ Wo" 



b6 
b7C 





2£ 



b6 
b7C 



. Az 19U 



Irf^hct. "^Cnyuy^ YuajlssQ _J9^ua^ 
^2 £<A}lutA & 




^£hi>%r O^x^d. \ujJ^hr. @4yt£^AjcpC 




— o 






* 



S^££^ 

/4 f 




— ^^M^ 

— ^^^^ 





be 
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I, 




Stale President of the 
g frFW Gluts is 'Mrs, 
fturk Fox pi' Dallas, 
who tyrill present the 
charter to the .Canadi- 
an club pir Saturday 
;iig)jt. 

™-Story -on .page, 3 



Rptarians. slate 
ke. supper 
tomorrow night 

—Story on page 12 



Americm Dictatorship 

Sea Pages £ ttrid 3 




VOLUME 1Z— Wmw&Zti 



C^ADIA^ WAS; TOUKSDAX, MARCH-' Jt, MGI 



TEW CENTSlA-COPlt' 




Tiit Jlalniwy Girls ssTfr hay- 
ing a bakp sale Eatufdap at 
, Jelirilsfln's. SiiporrnqiKel ' Jinil 
Bestiyay 'Mqrlcat Home-made 
pics and cakes ivlll i(e soliL 
Froraeds will, go> [6 send sope 
■of the ijlrls lb the Texas Grnnd 
A^inblj' tr* June* 

TJic Order of JEaslem Star 
will have ft ErlcndshfR nftjlit 
Tupsday, March. 14 at thfrW, 
-GT-U. JJuf)dtn ff at Ttffrf linsa 
aMc^dlng arc asked, to- bring 
a salad* 

tfew arriyal pu^oli'-lowii: A 
floru Jcf (cry . Allcii. -bortf March 
-6 th and,, weighing 6 lb, M OX* 
. to ■ Kr* and Mrs: JCenncth\ 
Smith of G26 Willow lane. 
Edglo :La^ t . Texas. Proud 
grandparents* are Mr. andMrp^ 
Jim- Smith o^CanndlcnL, 

The B&FW realized $73,51 
Irorri Jtheir rtimrna^c sale Vast 
Saturday, The rhriney Vf\\l bp 
twul-tb the Texas Ilchabijila- 
tlori Cplitcr at Gojiialbs. 

llj HpmphlJJC^ijnly hospital 
tetlpy;. Mrs, f^afifc 'Shatter* 
Mjrs. Tiaink E^irij ' yfck Hel- 
i teriyMfs. Joe ^mmc];.^lrs;:yer. 
rioji ShmibrQ^ek of Hffi£iris: 
, Jiqbett: Maryland: .^iid Juliul^ 
^fBririK pistriisscd j3iirln£ the- 
week: Mrs. Larry Bailey 'arm: 
bnby bqy 2), .Bill 

Meadec and^Mfs. George, Hand' 
(March 4> Lh Charley G&mtdij 
(March 7), Sidney M^Lnncy- 
of Atnaitiic nhtl llrs, ^; O r 
Afros' o£-Mobcct!cfo1arcft"Gh 



Johnny Schaethas Grand cji^mp 



Otis Riley eniers 




-—Story page^Ji 



Wil^at^racfe, |$ani Ml 




^Patrick ' s ^qy 'Celebration at' Shamrock/ checks, 
■the program, of lIosI year's celebration and 
^orks^pa^detaiis of the forthcoming^ jish Eesti- 
yaLslated for March j? at ^hamfocVrShamrbck 
lobsters yreie in Canadian Tues<iqT ^orh^g tq 
adyetfiso-the celeiirqUoiu ■■ ^ 

" Att Ti?^"^™* cr:'\-r.TFl 



toniie 



PAGE -TWO' 



TBp r^ADUNfcEffijffl. flanadj^ Texas 



fkmM^MkA Society!® ihMai toAmeda^ 



'DEN ^ EZSEJX. v 

miiAt -Is >tpc John, Birch .Society?' A' -numtocc <if 
" people havcj asked; thqt quf^t ion, sincere inade 
pur first casual mention of the name in- these ool- 
umns r twoi weeks ago, 

It's possible , even' probable . . . ttiixt you've 
never hoMd, of It riefbre. It's ajsOFpossfble , . . uri* 
probable , ♦ . thatyou're gQlng to hear a-Jrcat' deal 
of ft* nefote you're through. !^' 
« it is . . * j)C»Fdlb£"fQ 'lis launder find absolute 
ruler. a^vc^lrhy^^ EiiirlaTicl rhanufscthrer named' 
Bobcri H: -\Y. Welch . * . an arch enemy rtt Lnter- 
jiatiq nal- Copimuhlsm artd^W only, jiope-of defeat* 
■ihg Communist 40^1^0 n of 'th^ . UTnltj^di'StatCfl. . 

Its -avowed ■ goals,, as set tfiiih-- by its ■- leader, - a re- to 1 
achieve 'ics£ government* more ipdiylduai iespari* 
sibling antt a belter world" t , J. 

That's a program, which Tflost of you, "-[£ you're 
a vmger patriotic, Ame^cf^ can agree with whblc- 
;heaiiedl^. ■ 

Eutj thCf -jriathoda by. which Welcji* Ihmiigji "ih* 
John h Birch* Society) pjopoaa* 'io c^i<jy&.\tt|Me goals. 



\yilj_ . U you're qn dvcra30 patriotic 'American 
*\ .- raiisc the hair bn^-our lu'fftjl ; 

l(e proposes. In essence; to jpsiabllsh fin. American 
dictatorship ■. * , wlty ttnbert H. W- Welch as Its' 
h'eadi ' ' , . 

And he niay do *lt, y 

A few nlghls ago lma neighboring city, by special 
invitation. T saw anckheprti ihe foundcrof the John 
Birch Society deliver a two^iou^ addrfsa In which 
he outlined lhe*ihroat or jGomniuijIst domination in 
America and hls plans td- defeat -|t. ThjVwasih the' 
form of. ^ llliii which js, Shown to. &ll prospective 
lucrhbcrs of thfi John tflrch Soelfil^ as,thc r JlTH^skp 
In their assimilation. , 

in. Jt t 'Sv^lph flTst roVieiiVs : | be niidenUblo progress 
or Communist cobqhf^t amuntl thfr world., * «-thon. 
lircscnt 1 ? J1I5 jpmgriirttf r ror contalnlnp' It 

Ills preiq^a ,li slTiiple; The ComjmmlstsH Jia de- 
plerreff. dio ^ilrMdy tWO-thliidB oi *hfl vf=T along in 
Uiolr mnfltorhPlqh'iot ycirld declination. Thay JinvOj 
Wolcji declares; cdiccrdy tcd:en cbntjoV,ot thtt gayrorn^ 
rnttiLof'tiifj United Statss. ^hls ii^Iiijrtrut^ tlwtdnl'/. 
"thin^'loit fcrir^liiotie.'JtmflrJcaiia.tct d& 1* to> becopao 
.suiivc'^sivc! gb>- iibdlii/^tpijnti* ■flJl(l■ ►undermine 'Iha- 
'^□vcrnnibiitt ■ * _ 



To do this, -."Welch. contlrfOcs, we niust ^rf ; . 
orgnnlEatlon /- , arid .a deader [F Wc hay^thc or* 
^an^itlop," ho- declares, indicating ^horJohh B|rcb 
Eocloty, ^lOfM'am.jhft Jeader:"' . . ; 

Anttclpatlnp; any -doubts, VfrJlc*v. tjukkjy admits 
that, he may not represent a tree cholet 'ii nifiy, not 
hfrthc. person yoti would, have chosen," he tel]a li|fi- 
audience, VI rriay not gveh fie V'le^persdn I wbuld^ 
have chosen,. 'But I arfi the,- only person wtio.. is 
a vfiilahle. and .my, way is the only way< The K: >Js <ti? 
oihet cjioice," . 

JJarlatf icitoblis^ed htmBelf a» thr leader ot W|* 
crtifsadc, y/cich thoh jnaliea^if clear 'te pT^apicUve 
JohnrBirch^oclorY membtra :^at wlil-exsct' qb' 
solute loyalty and. -uaquestlonlq'g 'ebodLencSL 

By hls^own ^tlmate, n Comrnunht-fiEhtlne. qfr. 
.Eanteatlon like, the JoSn Bljicrj Society nccrts ' ? a 
hnrd^hoilcdi ^tctaiorial and 1 dynamic bo.ia/' WoMi 
ohvloiisl^ thinks he Is-.-It- ^fe- has ail* tHe qiia|lftcn» 
tlons Tot- dfcta$orsh |p. Kt 1 is ■ tOMflh, able, perguasW^ 
dyjiarriit . * *,and fanatic. 

■Welch, in fact, sees nothing wrong -with dictator, 
ship; He ^dmUes.rtletators^'Tht only. jion Commiin. 



Communist vs. Fascist? 



TIHS Issue of.Tlio Kpwcd^ve art; rfeyqtinE. 
- j an- e^Mptlonnl amount pt sp^ce to a re- 
•poil on tlie Jjonn fllrcp Soefely . . . a-awet; 
liolltEeal ore«hWipn whiclv Is hceinnlfie 1 £ J bc 
HeaH Jro^sqroun^the country* " : 

We- do tills in the belleC itial; an orpanlvia- 
lion u'hlch -n«« successfuil^ Kept itself lii^ 
tVarlc for mn*t^fvthe time i since It was organ- 
IiMd morc^^Uian Ihrep- years ago should, hnve 
thobeiiCtitot someUffhrJ L . ' 
- YF$ . ttiJnK ^n^fitfi Society nos^s-a 
firoat? deal of light shed: upon 1^ because It 
ap^iw^s^o have , some ycry- dark corhers In- 

It- advpentes a poTlic^ which,. It successfully 
^rrlcd.^t, could result fn the Id^aJ deatruc- 
iiloii qf^tn> American ^oyerriniqnt up wc^know 
and' of. American liberties .as we 'CnjoV 
:thcip. ' - 

; Wlill^^ve' agrcc t likpL mp«t A^Pr}^ 11 ^ ^ l 
lis avowed fiurpose^ of- defeallnp 1 ComrnUn.lsnfl- 
* Jn America , V y?z disajjree,: wholehcarl^l^ 
\vllh> t Ac ^ methods: bK ■ ^vhlqK' It-pfoppsp^ ■■■ W ^ . 
cpmpilsh ihis endi ' . . 

We real l^o: t hat, :by;ihls rBt^temeui r . wc' h rind 
^urselvcs, -In the .eyes W John. K^h: Society 



members, as ; pro-Commun|5t. So Jio It They 
rnay think sojlbitt they hflcf hfitteV not say so; 

illte fpuitder and dicta t£rJal leader of the 
John Birch Soeicfy declares tjmt A m ^ eahS 
ni^ist-chooso behveen dflmljiiatlc.il by Commun- 
ists "oif the leadership and^overnmpnt of; the 
John Birch Society. We de not believe that 
this is; bo: Tjf Ir Is, wt see nothing much -to 
choose. A. dlchitorshliJ of the Communist left 
eao^be'na worse then dictatorship of |ho Fas- 
clBtf^rjhU Jri eliher evenly frendpm.ror, the In-.^ 
j\bAi jjil-would ti 6 -ilon^er 'fcsfe'f." 

^UtT\ye^ttli.bellev<i rThat then l&sirpn^h in 
a free society . t t If thc-membMp of that fio* 
clety; refpuin alcrtj Wp. thcmse|Vves mf™ed t 
at^d are not stanvpeded. 

The Inhn 31rch Soclctyoulms to create a 
starnpedr, ir It succeeds. f>y gcnerntlngr such 
fear of tne Comniurilst 'lef^hat ^wo^as a na. 
iion. are starnpeded to tli^pTascist- rlphl, then 
we> may yet see the- creallf n fit the * American 
dictatorship which thej Johjj: Blrchera are told 
isjiieccssary ^ to tlit defeat ottCoThmunisrn. 

$ah'.i fiell lhcrn short; They are headed by 
' a inan v'iio-mean^. bualiWr 

And dor^t join the^ • * you place an^ 
vdlUe-oh your own freedprr;. 




THE 'BipitULOVJS appearance ^ a special , 
elecUofi bailor .with ^fiqfe tiiap. seventy 
h candidates, foe a. singloVofflee Is alinqst ccr- 
'tafn^to bri rig cries froin thc L 'OUtJff}sed■. public 
ihat "there ought to? be-a W * < ' l . ' ■ 

And this 'sortqf IrreaKrisibie mls-use^Sfr tho 
prlvijeee of the ballot Is ^tjie 1<lnd of thiPg 
^at'could easily inspire; jawpjakcrg to Klve^ns, 
! , a i >lav, ,; '' -io prevent- repctit J on; 6t such' a* wiin g. 
We, iiope^theyyi- thirilt.bettci. of howeVer. 
Too often, In^cascsdlke thls> a lawwhicli Is 



TvH E C. AN RiEC O Bp 

ContrdloB 1 (Henj^hlU, Count^V' *Teiw« 

■^EN -EZZEKL Editor. 

; WANC>T.EzaELii ^dlior of -Wonian^ -Pages 

TED BQGEBS - - Forerhah 

Entered as* second" ejaiss'.matter Ucccniber-30, 
1945/ at- the rostolfleo at Canad.rari ( T^xas. 
under ; lhe.AcL of '.Martih ^ Published cacli 
Tliursday aftofhooh ai . Canadian/ Texas, by 
Beh.lt .ancvrjnney^if. Eiz.cll» ; 



hastily enacted creates. V^e evJls than it 
fljres^ ' ■ ' . 

. 3ts^9^1d^oLbe^adean/3ri^rniOLihtabletaslc 
jor a fiuallf led , citizen io gt^nls. pame on a 
Fallot as a tan^ldpte Tor a public office . . . 
even for such an Inipertaht^-offlce as.- United. 
■States. Senator front Tejtns. it would'Eo easy, 
by st^rocketirig' the flW fee, to freeze. eiil* 
most of jhe Yfoutd-bc eahefidates' vvho havp 
ffjetf lit .ihia freaK election , : K * and over-oaEor 
legislators pould probably Utlrik of rhore fpr- 
n^dable ^^tnmIc^s^^6 dteccniri&a the hoi polloi- 

But Jsn% It better to let f the |eri^ atioh^seekers 
and gelt advertisers -clutter iu> ■fhe ballot oc- 
;casionally. .rallier tham cresteV a. harder which 
might .prevent one good citliisn Irpm someday 
offering his setvi^ps to. the public? 

Somewhere in thfs multlhid^ of three score- 
and ton * .. , or is it iwdlve?^ . . pandldates on 
the special ballot, tot that matter, .there Just 
might be n, man better (mantled' for this US. 
Serial c post than the halt-doien f ^erlousV 
candidates. 

Th^t wouldn't require too igieat a,-strelch of 
thgJiniaginalion, now would it? 



^Paver/lp^J^J^^lJoiii*t^Si^^pHk^ James Tihn«j f ota"^^^^ 
r -fetrhiin^ some political lo»Ob» which ,b*th oj theni ►jshoutd 
licrve :1?nowa. longybcf dre^ 

' turm an rod e reugh-sho^, over nearly J $aK of ' the ^Leglsla- 
turn's House U ilepiesen tatlves^ | n j^nu^ ry alter he "h a d^iivop a 
fiqucaker-of auaep torlie cleetecl SpeaHe^ ^nw^sely retaliating 
against all those who hati vo^d. agalnpE' iilm, Turrriari' ap- 
])plnted. alL his supporters to - choice epfiiinlftees t . H aijd |eft 
^he.FCsjy.of the HeuEe^In the. cold, The-jc^lr. was prer^jetable: 
Ttirmah 3jns rhatie himSoU so piany encijues ihaL ha can. r t; 
riiustcr'a:Averklhgimaibrity to h handle ai iegl^tatlvesprogr^irir 

irKe Governor for his par^ hi&hage(i to^alleriate : ah^ost\thc 
entire Leglslaturesby atternpting t6 r foree t^ppgh- hls^oVfi ntax 
pronpgnls \ t ..Including the'hltfltiy unpopular pRyrOl I tax.. ♦ , 
while brushing aside- ail nfrcrnate plans ^offered" by rncn^bcrfl 
U ttvx Tie^lslature, Tlie result: the assembled, legislators liave 
plouglied'him under. ' H 1 

; Wc>-:UiliiIeifc tilcOr for CovoTjior Dpi^IoI and-SpcQlior pjiinon 
to. Icara:lhrough,<loln?p, f . , but it't'.tw. lind that the pooplp^t 
T'cxasihavd'ta .gflt'thoF.bliKiOTrthclr^ltfndcr^ * 



It's.atnazlh^ wnat^a- bi^neli of-bureauerats can come up with^ 
corntnents Editor, Jlni' Gil jentlrie^lii The Hereford. TBrmul ... If 
ypu^ give .them enaligh. red -tape." r ' 




It amatlngi Jd sobserves .the Second 1 
1 Street Phjiogo'pher, l how mariy people 
long to.llve forever . H . buc can't amuse them* 
setves oh a.ralni' evening?" 1 
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jailor*, and he, mentions, admiringly, the on <Wrob f n>m> the top/' it Is almost ,tfcrtaln that 



to flpme^r couple; 

.^e -wakta». Don QdmUqtlsa, on .democracies, &aw- 
over. w i)pmb«fl^' i 4 ur ^ i .toe io'(^. 0 rtii(j I^-^h^ 
Society; ^mVrely .a-'dH^ptivarFhrw/a^lt^apftB. 
of domngbgu^^aria.i'a ^i^nniai; fKiud> r ' r " ^ 



, The rohn'BirebSo^eiy.Js not,. In any sense,: demo* 
cratie, "Dirfecilqji. will corne from* the -(op* Welch 
Iflls Ills ^roapeittlvo. converts. There Is td%.rio ar- 
reulhjf with Ills decisions, hnd-no debate. 

"WeJiavo J notjme for useless pari |amentaray pro- 
cedures," he declares, 

' H We are eaJn^.fq f cut -.tli b. t^' tape ,ait(I 

Tacltomentiiry briar patches and pVddbiacks .ot^con-' 

fused purpose with ftlreet auTthorltyVdV every turn. 

The mbit-iyliorjpjfi tji^John 'BlrelVsoelety , , . nr> 
■^P!?? to bC'doingiso primarily because thejj. "-bis 

llevfi ln me aiidAvlidt I am ddlng.and'&rc willing 

lo accept my leadership anyway, We.aref going to 
list Ib^at loyalty,, llhe, every other resource, 1p |ha 
fullest possible ndva^tagb/* 

in;eventany,ryeRe^indlvidiiajlsts crop up <in the. 
John Birch membership; Welch says^ prevision has, 
becri Tnade to .take aare of them. Presumably he 
ipgari$ to .casbior/tlicin ., „.. t ijot liquidate -them. 

, Jf We,^re not gqlrigLtohave factions-developing, on 
the two*sldes-to*erary- question theme/' Weleli de- 
elates. ' 



n Johtx Blrcl^So'defy- c]ippt<rs; (probably several In, 
each instauceVaro. active' bqjhj if^ Jarnpa and Aiha- 

r Ulp- . ' . 

Thera ^rmparintly^iib jo^^ln^ SotlBtjf chop: 
fl*r in Canadian aayot ♦ . ( 'thWjrh 'then, are jyhn. 
**?F* 'SodstK member*. tore' bfid ; th* drWiwtldn 
;haa. J»eii. discussed .tocaliv3 



\deht: Eisenhower ol treason, .and n aecuslng ; rnbst 6{' 
hiS'aides as 1 rjeltig . pW of -tpe ^min\tnlstiwnsplirac>' 
-to- take oyer.theiianoriH-fhls^appQrciitljr-ls iho'basfr 
c^W^ch^/^cftiorl^tiuk nrepejit.Uiiijod Stfl(cs. 
government rls already ',Cqfnrnun{$r. :aftfr therefore 
John Blrchors must ':gb un&njrouri4 J ' \a"n dander, 
mlpe^tha.^rarnment, :Jii .- Jils- filmed Speech 1 h Welch 
labete'iahi^Kenrie^ dj though Ken- 

nedy was>.artnfi tfme^riot.ye'r.'- President, 

Alter; Mableyy ; column ^nucared; J the h -Milwaukee 
Jpu mal; -plckfkl. up ttje stOry n n d r -mis - jj ubiicattoa 
vm. folipwc<l ; -a ft&Sf yeelts laldr (In August of /last 




Who.is.tlilsHmanLwQo Ia mttidag a iailoua bld.to' 
bo"»ci&-(m AiricffiricL dictator? " ; 

JJobprt If. ^V. Welch. is a prominent Boston bta$U 
ness man, a former vice-president of th.e National 
Association of Manufacturers and for seven years 
, r ^a jnember of 1 - the NAM board ^of directors. He was 
born In North*Gflrpl(na, afaduated from ttje Uni- 
verslly ol Worth Carolina, ,aitended tlie^J. S. NavaJ' 
Academy for two years; and jrradunled from^af- 
va^ Lav School. At QO years of.a^e. )ie has jtttlrclil ' 
" ^ro^buslnes^fc^d^innnuracliuriiigl to devote bis 
L -whole time to the, John Birch "S^T^ an^ "m^~finr^ 
for power. 

Andoby. the vcry audacity of hls.approach . \ . hte 
- 'demand 1 1 hat. Ibyal Aniedcaps foHoV ijfei orders. Irh- 
pllcltly. antT;glVe 'at their tfme.and Hieir rnoriey.to 
brlnf; about:jthci dostEuet^n tlie UnHed Srafes and 
create. In lis platftj a dictatorship to he L headed by 
, ^ohcrf Welch . , . he t might succeddj 
] He has syecoejled. certainly, In, attractlri^ thou* 
■sands of followers all oyer >he nation. The society . 
jnembcrslilp-lists are secret . .". biif thera^areWridl* 
cafiops that The John Birch Society may. have 
100,000. members or marc, Welches , inlilal jjoal was : 
■on& million ; members. Since ;he launched' tho SocIpty 
dt Indlonapaii^pn l5cecmrjer % 3953, herhas scaled 
dowrl ^iTat rcqpkemeht , . ..and now thlnKsiJie caii : 
accgmpllsh his E ^ls -witb a riiuch smaller ihom- : 
bershin. 

" Wf h ive r f mind fl^ r ^ , t^Id a . Bottoa 'Herald^To- 
poller 'ItnLiiujimer, "tbat what wo cim occompibjk 
. through email chapters is immensely .grtatet r ^an> : 
we tKougbt" " [ . . J 



.s^'^^^^Sf^''^'-^^' 0 ^ ih * & * comprehensive three pflrc. series, in the 

.gl^Wfndlfflteij^^n.ijir^ ^aston-irerald ln whlcr^ ^ Stanley Eames iu^ervLewed 

^Sopie Protestant preachers, 4 ' he declared; "actual- Wplch--hlmsoLf T - 

ly nse tlielr-piilplt^ to preacn. outright Gomrnunrshi.'* T - . * ' 

Sch061ss>wUl oe a L , prime 'target; tee. 'Wre doing: * ' * * 
a iotof work- oii school tekj^f' Wtlch told 4_^st6u 
Herald jntervlcwer. ".tfost-gf. thehi- aro leade"^ and* 
there aren't any decent substitutes,'" 



Hoiv^ms the jobn Bjrcli S&clety .apot.CommuB- 

Cfqrtltn^ io-Uli standaiil3 r trayem* who appose* the 
Jciha Btrcix SdH^ety, is upt ta Car^iutist or at 
phi. a^aw-bavalleTi ' . " "" T 
it- was Welch's -extreme suhsltlvl^y tp^jGomrnMiilsm 




j»HE John Birch for wli(jm tlie Johp .Birch £t> 
* cjory Js blamed was fhlsslonar^ to China 
yA\o became a eaptain -ii the; 'U+ S, Army d'u^ 
Lhe^ Wbr^d Vfir H anS, : vhjlas carrying out his 
mission to -preach the Gispjelj also ^ave aid to. 
piany. downed. Amer^caf). Pers, spt up. radio 
aetiyorks, siipervjseu building of air ilejdsj 
.^nd In cehcroi $uppl|ei 'valuable- intelligence 
L to. U. S, forces, Accordfc te 4lie late .General 
Claire' Cherihault. he Was very good, at iti 

At the en4 of tliefwar, John Blrtrh was, 
slneled ouLfroma patrtf of Chinese and Ainer- 
Icahs and was shot an^haypaetted-by^Chlnese 
Cornrauplsls.. & 

His story was told, In'The/Saturday Evening 
Post (Issue of, jan. 2i}. iS55j under (ji^ cap^ 
tioni Top Secret Story of John Birches 

iMurdor Was ;tlie Tlp-irf oh ciiina'i tteds t " it 
is^isortpid lp a L bop1d <# fhe Jtihp Bjrch .SlhTy/' 
written by ,Raber(; j^efch\: and a'l^tribdted :to all 
menibers'or the johnf B'lrch Sociefy. 



There Is evidence, in- this .area at least; thar these 
"'small choptofs "are 'beginning ; to iloic their muscles. 
- . , perhaps an IndlcatloEi that the organisational 
period about over and .the Sociely Js ready for 
real action; 

A iinLlniriylde examplq I s< the campaign to im- 
peach Chief; Tusticq Sari Warren ... a man who, 
.-Welch asserts, outright, is ap. avewtnl CoTrirnunlst; 
The a ntl^Warren' campaign originated rWith-.the^Qhn 
Birch Socl ety t amj, Ib b eln^ a^Iy ply epcounig^d^by wi ved U F 

1 1; accord! ng to members t , T ^ithpugh i\ h 4 been Welch repprtedjy aiUjiored and privately pri ntcd 
ta keh up and Is be|n4 , ah cited ;byn others o iitj Coia- « book, '{^he, po| itlcl ank". . whlclidi e distributed- 6nl y. 
munlst action groups, such as the C^mmi^tqe far to ta^ level Johii Eire Aprs. Ip it he devotes all ot 
Individual freedom. Tlifs Coinrnittee, wjilc|i Is ac- 3fl2 pages to "pr^yjngr -that D wight Eisenjiower 
4tiye In Canadian, may not be nffiilatcfl ■ >vlt|r the aw fl many members ojj a |s .admlniatriflon afei -''coh- 
John Birch Society, but Is oliviouflly under Itg in- scJbus, .dedicated Commuhfsl^ ' \ 
tun™™ . . Chjcago^ally-Ntifwa! writer, Jack Mabley "e^ppsed ' 



In high officials . r /faints unsuspected Tjy other 
mnocent by-staiiders J. ihat brought his Society^ 
the.firsr.:-arid only, majbr .publicity which' It^as re- 



Therd Hie, story dropped, apparcptjy. 
A saHtch' of the /periodica; indttyts |w -Beverat 
yeais hack ic veals s no ►mqptioii of- tit* r Johri! Jlircb' 
-S&clfetjf; in American aia^uiiie on peijodical. 
The lohh Birch Society hsi eiVcdivcly siaved out 
oi:the : UmoUgr& / ' " 

The f Soe|cty has Its own magazine, .howcVer- ... 
a,. magazine entltlM^ "American Oprriion/" written, 
arid- edited by \/cich ^distributed. month lyTfroch 
his ^fmont/^tassaehuwtts h^adquar^rs. A 'iiohn. 
Birch, Bulletin" fs also^lsirihutedlnio^thly to.Johh. ■ 
Birch, chapters : . . 'arid it ]s tatigfi the -bulletin, 
thatSbclety activities are directed; 
. — ^^Vjararks ^ ahrojiigh^an organization oi "coordi- 
nators ' who ot^anl^Tchapfer^ wItjj ^h e* "TrefriyiTfr - 
movies, 6L Welch delivering Ji Is . maratnorr s peeehes 
. . f on e pf willed repor ^ ly , |fl sL^ six .- Jiouri wJ ( h. 
coffeacbrcaK. , : . , 

Heboid ^tcin interv layers that his crgrihiantloti 
Is Weakest Iris We\y .England ; , , strohifest In the 
mldsye'st, and particularly strong \n tenheVisee, 
TeiflS^nd" Southern Ca|jlqmln, 

Tha; Amariilo.pally Ne\vs last August H Jdenti. 
fifd C, O, Mann, of ^jtldland as ,J a rpgioual, co- 
ordinator foe the , John-Birch Society." Man p was In 
^Vmarlllo to. form ^ chapter, according ro the news- 
paper. 

Hlffh}y ac^ye In the organic tlon&l wort of ttje 
Society In this, area is; Brigadier Geheral I retired) 
Jerry Lae H former, cpmrnahtleriof AmarUlo^Alr Fotfcc 
Ease. wh0 5aysJie,Is 'rdevatlhg his 1 [fa to th^work.'' 

One^tHlrig Is certain: the-John Birch Soelely isn h t 
Jprereste<I.^ci' Jee'ruitlng, riff -ta fir, Ititakes aim^at^ ^ 
arch, conservative who Js. dcninently rdsr>ccfabie/and 1 
hps ^^herairfflsltipii.c^influoijce dr wealth, or horli. 
' fiiero Issonq pther- requirement: the recruit must 
be L R re(|a^d ito glve unquestioning allegiance, and 
ahsplutc Abedlcnce.^d tlie. founder* As Welch warns 
is prospects, tfto socjety Is^rup from Ihe' top^lolyj; 
_ , -,-tIie most effltlent form of govdrnrnerit. 

I^hevsucccetls in. retrultlng eno^gli solid cjMzeps 
with euoqgh. \yealth. and ^hongh influeneif fQ enrry 
out his -will, thp United States may lf ot rid of the 
clumsy trappings ot . democracy and hd op f .^really 
efficient Jorm of. gevernrhent . , V an absoltitc-clEc- ' 
tatorship, with Eobert.Tf. w. Welch at its iiead, 

Oaothlnym^soJdof.M Weleh.Ho is not an. 
atheist, He' ^iioyes in a. Suprerho ;»cing. 'And ho 
bolJaVcs thnt^e. li lt ' 



f luence, 

Wore, immedlntti to t|ie Panhandie arsa -Js the 
pressure .campaign bei ij^' waged rijr Jfohn. Birch So- 
ciety nicmbers on -ministers of .certain prominent 
Protestant churches In HAmarilla and^Pampa,..^ a 



^the boofe lb^t r Jufy 25( after a- copy of; it, whlch .lie 
says Syns Irilended only for secret distribution, to 
tho loaders o^tlievsoJlety/^ fell into riis h^hds. 
Mabley quoted Welch's bpaK. as accusing: P;esi- 



A limited mimaertof ro-prlnts of ilblsvartlclo . 
■wiU- he: inado. ayailablo/ on : ^oqu^atj 7ftam The \ 
I Canadian B^rd^Therb wU^ba^no^harg^ 
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Tolson . 
Parsons 

Mohr 

Belmont 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 
DeLoach 
Evans 
Mai one . 
Rosen _ 
Tavel _ 
Trotter . 
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Mr. 



Wichita, Kansas 
Dear Mr. 



bo 
b7C 



, ^ 



ceived. 



Your letter of March 15, 1961, has been re- 



While I would like to be of assistance, the FBI 
is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government 
and, as such, does not furnish evaluations or comments relative 
to the character or integrity of any individual, organization or 
publication. I hope you will not infer in this connection either 
that our files do or do not contain data regarding the organiza- 
tion you mentioned. 

h\ view of your interest, I am enclosing some 
material regarding the general subject of communism which 
you-may like to read. 



— O 



cr> 



Sincerely yours, 

JU Edgat Hco^S 




W.C. Suf^on 
Tele. Rounw'.'.. "O, 

Ingram 1 

Gandy 



Enclosures (5) 

Communist Party, USA ^J^^^ 
Where do we stand today with communism 
( Communist Target- -Youth „ s 
17th National Convention & Intro. 3-60 LEB 
Series from Christianity Today 

NOTE: Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization has criticized the Eisenhower Administration 
SAW:jka,- (3) ^C^~ (NOTE CONT. NEXT PAGE) 
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NOTE (cont. ) 

bitterly in the past. Welch onoe stated he felt a group having the 
appearance of a communist front might be effective in attracting 
true subversives. Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Wichita, Kans. 
March 15, 1961 



be 
hie 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington D. C. 

Dear Sirs: 

In the recent issue of TinpLe, March 10, 1961, 
there was an article concerning the JohirBirch Society and 
Wichita, Kansas was mentioned in this afficIeT 

The people of Wichita, with whom I have talked, 
seem to have varied opinions about this organization- -whether 
it is pro- communistic or anti- communistic. 



Could you please forward some information on 
this matter as it seems I am in the dark about it. 



Being that my father, Mr.| i |of 

Belmont, _„Mass . has been a long time enemy of Bolshevikism 
and Communism, I am very much interested about such things. 

Please let me hear about the John Birch Society 
at your earliest convenience. 



be 

b7C 



Thank you very much. 

Sincerely - 

/s/ ' 
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Mr. 



931 



Lubbock, Texas 



b6 
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Dear Mr 



I have received your letter of March 17, 1961, and 
your interest in writing is appreciated. Your favorable remarks 
concerning my administration of the FBI are encouraging. 

In response to your inquiry, the FBI, being a Federal 
investigative agency, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions , 
as to the character or integrity of any individual, publication or o - 
organization. I regret I am unable to help you in this regard aftd . - 
hope you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that we \[ 
do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry, a 

The FBI does not maintain lists such as you mentioned; 
however, I am enclosing a copy of the list of organizations which 
have been cited by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450. In addition, the publication, "Guide to 
Subversive Organizations and Publications, " which was prepared by 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities but is now out of 
print, may be located at your public library. / „. 

Enclosed also is material containing some of my 
recent observations and statements regarding the communist menace. 



so 
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Tolson _ 
Parsons 

Mohr 

Belmont 
Callahan — I 
Conrad _ 
DeLoach 
Evans 



Wj 
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Enclosures (5) Listed next page. 



Gandy _ 



CBFrmid 




Sincerely yours, 

V 




See NOTE, next page. 
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Letter to Mr, 



b'6 
hlC 



Enclosures: 

Attorney General list per Executive Order 10450 

3-60 LEB Introduction & 17th National Convention, CPUSA 

Director's speech, 10-18-60 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

Series from "Christianity Today" 

NOTE: There is no information in Bufiles identifiatae with correspondent. 
It is not possible to determine exactly what item \ has in mind; 
however, it would appear he is referring to the Director's Law Enforcement 
Bulletin Introduction of 3-1-60. Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch 
Society, an allegedly anticommunist organization, has criticized the 
Eisenhower Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be effective in 
attracting true subversives. 
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ATTORNEY AT LAW 

LUBBOCK. TEXAS 

March 17, 1961 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. *f 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I have heard some good reports on the activities of the John 
Birch Society. We are anti -communist , anti-socialist, anti-new TTeai, 
anti-United Nations, World Court, or any other outfit that is 
taking over, or seeking to take over the American way of life, l 
want to do what I can to preserve our freedom, lout there are so 
many good sounding societies, groups and organizations that turn, 
out to be communist fronts that I want to be sure that the John ^« 
Birch Society is not just a Communist Front for something or otntfip, 
before I make any effort to join. Would you please let me know VJ 
what you can about this society. I would also appreciate any sj^ 
lmaterial you have available listing Communists, Fellow Travelers J* ■ 
land the latest list of subversive organizations and individuals ^ 
that you have available for public distribution. 

I have also heard that you recently either made a speech or t 
wrote an article pointing out some of the things the American 
people ought to know about the Communists and their plans for tnyi 
country. If you have a copy of this available may I have one, fc k 

I will be very frank in saying that you head the only Deparl 
ment of our Government that I personally have any confidence in. 
I believe we can rely upon your Judgment with reference to the U 
nature of the Birch Society. 



AS/im ^ 



I.. 



Yours truly, 



*a WAR 24 
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IP 
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March 22, 1961 



Mrs. 



be 

b7C 



Toms River, New Jersey 
Dear Mrs* 



Your letter of March 14, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated* 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret 
that I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer in this 
connection either that we do or that we do not have data in our files 
relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

With regard to your other inquiry, as a matter of 
policy, I am unable to make any comment as the matter you mentioned 
is of concern to the Department of State* I hope you will understand 
i^y position, I am referring a copy of your letter to that agency. * ' "* 
\ Enclosed is some literature dealing with the general subjectjpf v r 
communism which may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 




Tolson . 
Parsons 

Mohr 

Belmont 



—A y Enclosures (5) 

sard™* ■ : k iste P ^wot page. 



Conrad 
DeLoach . 
Evans 



Malone _ 
Rosen-^_ 



See NOTE next page. 
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Trotter- 
W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. -Room _ 

Ingram 

Gandy 
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Enclosures 

3-1-60 LEB Introduction & 17th National Convention 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Target— Youth 

Christianity Today Series 

One Nation's Response To Communism 



NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. Robert V/elch, founder of the John Birch Society, 
an allegedly anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a group 
having the appearance of a communist front would be effective in 
attracting true subversives. 



Toms River , New Jersey 
March ll*, l?6l 



Hon* J» Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

WaMiington, D* C. 



Dear Sir: 

bo 

Recen^r I have learned of an organization known as b7 
the John ^Birch Society, an active, but possibly not 
effective anti*Communist group. If this group is what it 

claims to be, membership would be advantageous for 

all Americans* However, as a wife, mother, and | | 
I do not wish to participate in any movement which 
could be detrimental to our country. Therefore, Would 
you please avail me of any information you jjight 
possess about the John Birch Society* 

Also, could you please tell me if any action is 
being taken by our country to free Americaa prisoners 
currently held by the Soviet? 






pn _ 
Pns . 



pnt 
|han . 

Hch . 



March 22, 1961 



Mr. 



iiit 



commercial Printing and Letter 
Service Company b6 
1015 North Hawkins Street b?c 
Dallas 4, Texas 



Dear Mr. 



Your letter of March 13 has been received and 
the grave concern which you expressed regarding communism 
is understandable. Please accept my thanks for your generous 
remarks concerning my administration of the FBI. 

While I would like to be of assistance to you regarding* 1 
your inquiry, the FBI is an investigative agency of the Federal Gov- ' 
eminent and, as such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions 
as to the character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that you 
will not infer in this connection either that we do or do not have data 
in our files relating to the organization you mentioned in your commu- 
nication. 



4* 



Enclosed is some literature dealing with the general 
subject of communism which may be of interest. 



i 



Sincerely yours, 



\ ^ fit 
Enclosures (5) 



What You Can Do To Fight Communism 



i'liivan 
room 



-/ V r< Directors-speech of 10-18-60 



, \* MAIL ROOM I 



Communist Target— Youth 
NOTE: (SEE NEXT PAGE) 

TELETYPE UNIT UD 



3-69 LEB Intro &17th Natnl 
Series from Christianity today 



HHA:jms^(3) \. 




Mr. 



bb 
hlC 



NOTE: Nothing was located in Bufiles which was identifiable with 
correspondent, Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an 
allegedly anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administratiop in the past* He once stated he felt a group having the 
appearance of a communist front would be effective in attracting true 
subversives. 
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March 13, 1961 





Mr* J* Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D* C* 

Dear Mr* Hoover: 

First, let me take this opportunity to thank you for all the 
long years of patriotic service and self-sacrifice you have 
given to our country* I feel certain our country would not 
be as fine a place as it is today if we had not had the benefit 
of your leadership in the FBI* ^ 

I have a deep respeot for you and for your knowledge of the 
activities of various organisations (patriotic and otherwise) 
over the country* This leads to my second reason for writing 
this letter* 

m 

I have been asked to join The John Birch Society. Since X know 
very little about this organisation, I woula^agpreoiate your 
giving me your opinion of it and any information you have 
concerning its founder, RoberirWeloh. 



Mr. W.C.SulHvan 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Gandy 



I realize you and your staff are very busy, and I thank you 
in advance for taking the time to give me this information* 




b7< 



Sincerely yours. 



um/ei 



REG* 94 



& 24 1961 




^ 



March 20, 1961 




Mr. 



•b6 

b7C 



fouth Pasadena, California 
Dear Mr. 



Your letter of March 13, 1961, with enclosure, g 
has been received, and I want to thank you for your very kind &~ 
comments* 

While I would like to be of assistance to you, f 4he j_ 
FBI, ac strictly an investigative agency of the Federal govern-^ * 
ment, does not furnish evaluations or comments concerning the 
character or integrity of any individual, publication or organi- 
zation. I cannot, of course, as the head of this Bureau, make 
any personal comments or evaluations in this regard. I hope 
you will not infer in this connection that our files do or do not 
contain data regarding the cubject of your inquiry. 



Sincerely yours, 

J* tclgar. Hooves 



f\M* M i ft' 



CO l ' V:; 




to 



be 

b7C 



GO 



NOTE: See Morrell to DeLoach memo date d 3-17-61 captioned 

South Pasadena, California. " 



Tols. 
Pan 
Moht 
Helm t 
Ca fiahan 
Conrad _ 
DeLoach 

Bvans 

Mai one _ 
Rosen 

Tav^l - 

Twttor JL 

1Y.C . SuOUvan^L. 

Tele. Room 

Inqrain 

Gandy , , 



Bufiles reflect nothing derogatory on correspondent. He commended tfye,* ^\ 
, Director on his speech befor e the Am erican Bar Association and wasV" v 

— -/- sent a cordial note of thanks. V I knows the Director occasionally makes 

ff-^-y^ ..speeches; therefore, his comment regarding the Director's taking a le.aye c ,\ 
,^ n - — _ 0 f absence is being intentionally ignored. < - ' \ • ' 
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South Pasadena, California 
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Mr. Malone 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Mr. W.C.Sullivan 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Gandy. 



13 March 1^63r 



J. Ec3gar Hoover, Esq. / if ^ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Ninth and Pennsylvania Avenue, H.W, 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr, Hoover: 



.... ^ 



After serious thought I have decided to ask you to read the enclosed 
copy of a letter which I have felt should he sent to the Editor of^a 
Pasadena newspaper' which has in the past few weeks attacked ^S^^^^ 1 
and The Joh^Birch Society in a way which to me has heen repreherisl^e^^ 
Please lmo?r%1fta^^ that you cannot answer at length 

thousands of communications which must come to you. Indeed, there must 
he many you cannot answer at all. But I do hope you can advise me whether 
you think the sending of the letter can help the cause for which you have 
"become our national symbol. 

Before sending the letter I am submitting a copy of it to Mr. Welch f 
to he sure that I will not ill-advisedly embarrass either him or the ^ 
Society. 



Q 
2> 



\i0 



I trouble you in this way "because of my profound admiration and | 
respect for you and all that you stand for. I expressed this regard in^ v 
a letter I wrote to you following your splendid talk at the convention A ^ 
of the American Bar Association in Los Angeles'. mL* ^ 

For many reasons I would deeply appreciate your giving me your Jui 

I meat regarding the character, purposes and worth of Mr, Welch, The Joh^i 
Birch Society and their efforts to make effective the fight against 
Communism. 

I May I express my conviction, as one American citizen, that the tijj^ 
x \has come when the gravity of the struggle "between the Communist Conspiracy 3D 
\Z^nd those men and women in the world who have considered themselves free 
\ is such that the highest interests of this country desperately need your 
\ personal voice in the mission of awakening the "blind and confused and 
\ ignorant masses of our people. There is no other man whose voice could 
> crc^ half the conviction or do half the good in this joh of ^^eni 






* 



J, Edgar Hoover, Esq* 



~2- 



3/13/61 



and arousing the citizenry of this country that you could accomplish. 
Is it too much to suggest that you give thought to the obtaining of a 
leave of absence from your present responsibilities to devote yourself 
to addressing gatherings of persons throughout the country? 

With great respect and regard, I remain 



Sincerely yours, 



■b6 
b7C 



RWL: eg 



South Pasadena, California 




ilr* 



Altexicno, California 



Dcar Mr. 



Sfcio letter is purposely addressed to you afe yam, hum*. t». 
throurta vau. flMfwww* to Bmmm.1 f 



]the Independent Star-Sews* your Fasa&eaa news- 



paper, of its attack upon Sobert Welch a nd the Bolides end member* 



ship of She John Birch Society. You are! | As such you 



conduct your work "behind & newspaper organization and its power, 
editorial and otherwise* vMch you feel protects you personally froa 
those outside* You do cot act, ever, on e^ual terms with your fellow 
citizens. therefore 2, a citizen unknown to you* come to you at your 
residence, where, under the guise or editorial policy you, if eidrcseed 
at your office, could ignore what i have to eay« 

X* 1 deplore and express abhorrence of the conduct you three 
sen have engaged in, designed to nullify the work of The John Birch 
Society a group of Americans end hold it, them and the founder of that 
group up to obloquy -and scorn. She group you would destroy has as its 
goals accot&lishgettt? as high as mas can conceive, in particular, to 
save the survival of this country as * free nation* It is significant 
to me that you have timed your efforts to destroy that work of that 
group to coincide vita similar action by newspapers in Lod Angeles and 
Sante Barbara. 

you have deliberately sought, by creating false impressions, 
to poison your readers against Sober* Welch, impugning his character 
and judgment by editorials and columns* The hases of this effort by 
you three men have been, according to what you have published* written 
declarations made by Mr. Welch store than two years ago and your disagree- 
ment with Me Judgment and views* Xfc is noteworthy that there has been 
not one hit of evidence that you have considered or cared to know with 
fairness and exactitude the bases of Mr* Welch's view* or judgment* 
Sbere has been no indication that you know anything about the knowledge 
he has had in the past which has so often later confirmed his judgments. 
X do not know Mr. Welch personally, but X have read his magazine from 
the start of the predecessor of American Opinion , X profoundly respect 
hie past dedication to learning about the Coraanict Conspiracy and the 
devotion of his entire £ife to the effort to awaken and lead those who 
care to work for the highest interests of this nation and to save it 
froza CoKzminiet slavery. 



ENCLOSURE 



3* 3Ms am and, hie treweaoioue effort have hy you three aeu end 
your paper been treated with subtle and TOatesptible writing Aran the 
cowardly position of nswsp&jpr editors who wield a power of incalcu* 
labia advantage over any iiadividual citizen "fey rewoa of their power 
to pick and choose and tine whatever appears. Althovgh you have bad 
%he Slue Book of the Society, which reveala the man's character and 
sincerity and devotion to the beet in human iif e you here written not 
one word of good about hie. 

*t« You decry the veye and means Ms beat Judgment has advocated, 
effective^ end successfully oppoeieg; this nation's deadly enemies. 
Ehat is your right, if so you are disposed. But yon would dean The 
John Birch Society and. all its meaibers which ere not Mr* welch, ess some 
augers owe pointed out* You have deliberately and irresponaibly 
chosen to iced your readers to ignore the fact that Mr, Welch and the 
ambers of The John Birch Society ere distinct considerations* 

% X Believe your record is not one to be justifiably reconciled 
with ii desire to serve the true interest* of this country and its 
survival as a afcee uatio^ dedicated to the ideals *hs& have rawed Mr» 
Welch to set as he hud done, you have been completely negative toward 
that action end here sought to destroy that effort, without the slightest 
visible effort to serve the net ion's welfare or those looses by «ny 
constructive contributioa of your own* 

6* if you three men honestly cared so to serve end feel Mr. Welch 
pad the Society mistaken in their approach to the cause of opposing 
Ca™f*is% pursuing methods iwlwicel to the interests of the United 
States end the cause of freedom aed their survive! yon, three Individ- 
vnXe, could have ected to set 4ft motion mesne for the correction of had 
^Judgment in % fair-mind**, decent and constructive way* £he course you 
chose was the antithesis of such a path* You have wide a record of 
effort to destroy the one great hope that exist* to evert disaster* 
You here offered uotbirg is its plscc* Shsfc record io one of conduct 
eCbsoXuteSy opposed to the preservation of this notion., for its purpose 
is to stop that great effort, to silence and restive from the scene that 
sole hope of awakening and leading into action the millions who, in 
default of such action/ will he enslaved* 

7» Sfee conduct of you three sea is conduct which incalculably 
weakens and jeopardises the chances of resisting the onslaught of the 
Ccnounist Conspiracy hy fighting it with effect by whatever methods 
employed «* even those such men as you stay approve* You know this* 
What you suet else know is that such au effect directly assists and 
advances the cause of Cossauniets in an incredibly appalling way* X 
therefore submit that such conduct betray* this nation and the cause 
of everything that is decent and noble and of spiritual value for 
which this country at its host has stood* Such result I believe to 
he as &e$egittg» deadly and opposed to this country's best interests 



Mr. 



b~ 



3/33/^1 



a» the nsulti Of any action hy any traitor vfeo has drer chosen or Vill 
ever choose to eligis himself vith the CoaBuaieta mod play iota their 
hat£s« 3 do uot call you traitoira or Coafiiteaietp. 'Whatever you are ie 
detensiaed »oi V oaae estting, hut the facts of vfesfe you do* 

8* At this point it i& ti»e for you «ad ell Aoericaias to face the 
faa* which I "believe thfe aost vital and iaportaat oae of nil to "be 
recogsdssed io this gpagfcfeful struggle which is deteraindag the issue of 
tfhether it shall he fc ai w t es. life or death tor ike freedom of «te&» She 
tise has arrived vhee. Ajscspicaas uaiei recognise that labels ere heside 
the paint oaly serve to coafuee the issue* She ouiy question that 
setters nov is Khat serves to help this nation and freedom end what 
hems thea end nets then hsefc* Motives, and tMs includes yours* cau» 
wt couet la the deteraioatios of that ieeue, however revealieg of 
character they aay be. Tous? ectioas and their reeulife do* I ei>t-sit 
that the recent ectiOR of you three »ea harass this Ketion end the cause 
of freedom ia ft no leete terrible aod deadly thaia the «ctioa of assy 
tyaitor or Cawsjnifct agect. It is high tisse, and Song poet it, that 
the coaduct of Awsriaatxe he .JuSged l>y the test of vbofcher it helps the 
CcsKSiiJiefes or helps the VidUA States. |y thsti test SRJfifc each AcericeB 
ha *s friend or foe> in deed end effect* 

9» your position fco tested/ then* hy tba aseesvoe* of your desire 
vUl&ogsese aow to serve the ce>use of truths of feirfeess, of true 
courage. You here sordidly ettft&ed, one bou and those vto, vlth fcte, 
vould, to thewfefBoet of ihek* good faith;, take fiction to fight Cosnaosisa 
#,t this juncture uhich I «w convinced is finite &a deeper***? es Kr. Welch 
5**8 *ras*e so jkeia. Tow have ise&e this ftfcteCfc fscai e j-oeitiou of gre«t 
l»e&u&ity» frost your oditoritel o|fi?e # vith the power of soar uevspejier'* 
cooferoi of vhs* orffysisrsi i» its p*gcs* Here you thrc?s the cher*cte? to 
«tt«^ to those you have sought to conaeuu is the eyos of your re^lere 
98 throe individual Q%$±t®e» m&Wv& other citia^?. m e^uai tenae^ as 
mm stripped of your ttevsp&per*s power and iae-ol^r-ioti? Iiet cee, 

10. I esfc you threfe to eavise »e better you toce, ae individuel 
sietj respossihle end acootastehle fc-s- what Tom heca dooe hy your nevepeper^ 
viXX acet Mr* Velcih «•» or such, asn or aea as he ae^ deeigmte «~ on a 
p^lic pietfosa^ to w&e your aocoeations e&d is^lioi&tiows agoicst hia 
face to fttce aad th$o allov hia to eosver you? rJLjktvlse* Td.ll you meet 
such leader or leaders of fhe Jbha Birch Society to etccuee them end ellow 
thea in 3£ke tteader to rehut your charges T X pot these ^estioos i& 
deadly earaeet, for they can test your decency^ your cood i eith> you? 
pewottsl. eoursge* 

1X« 3 «» seadit^ » copy ai* this letter to Welch aod Hr* liigar 
B90ver<» t shall advice hoth men of your eusyere> sad X request easwe-re 
from each of you. It is all to the good, all the hctter for the test of 
your ehereetors^ that X an « oitisseu unkeova to you — oqo teeric^ vbo 
f«elg *i&a&i the deogcr tlisfc ^ are iu exactly- «^ does &r. Volch» 




3/13/& 



12, Aa 1 write thla letter X Oo not; hiwe «ay Idea vhether Mr, 
tfeich or $he John Birch Society idlll feel it sensible to Orsv the 
iecues of t&e fairness *&& signlficwjco of your tipcm thea V 
responding to s willingness on your part to accept proposal — if 
you aflTieo me or that villiogQcce, Take note of this fact, that I 
«w »ot «. meaner of the Society. X do not indicate any egyeeaeat or 
diBssareefflettt on bqt peat vtfcii Hr» W*lch*e personal views, other than 
By full agreement vitb. Mb ©ppraieftl of the Coasmsist Sanger to this 
leod of the operation* of tha, CctaBuniet Conspiracy; nor 4o £ here 
express approval or aisapproyel of Me convictions regarding the 
only elective vsys of fitting it successfully, (That is in no reose 
material to the issue I tare choseft to 4a?m in tfc4» letter* I v*»t 
you to ttnserstaad, therefore, that 2 sot apeak for any one hut jy- 
©elf* this "being «o I can in no vay that I con see caabarraes Hr. Welch 
or 2he John Birch Society chouia their Jud^oeut consider a tteetlng 
fiuch m 2 propose inadvisable. But fcy your response to ay request, or 
your ignoring it, this latter can accomplish a good deal* % am mailing 
it to you certified mail, vita « return receipt request ©a, bo there 
vill he evidence of its receipt hy you three men. 



Yours very truly* 





MrsJ 



March 22, 1961 



Anaheim* California 
Dear Mrs. 




I have received your letter of March 13, 1961, and the 
interest which has prompted you to communicate with me on this occasion 
is indeed appreciated, 1 

While X would like to be of assistance, the FBI is an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does 
not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret that 
I am unable to help you and hope that you will not infer in this connection ' 
~"er that we do or that we do not have data in our files relating to the 
ect of your inquiry. 



( I can readily understand your deep concern over the 

grave threat posed by communism. It is my firm belief that a broad 
: knowledge' of the objectives and operations of the communist conspiracy 
is essential if Americans are to effectively resist its influence. iT&ve 
always felt that private citizens, acting through their civic, labor*:? 
religious', educational and similar organizations, constitut&bne & our 
; most effective weapons for overcoming the menace of the eommunist 
■ Party The initiative displayed by private citizens in acting-to thwart' 
the alms of the communists is a tribute to our American way ofiJUfe. 

Enclosed are several items setting forth my vie^s on^sf 
subject which you might like to have. s> 




Sincerely yours, 

J* Edgar Hqom&c. 





- f /i room cir^L 
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NOTE: Next page. 
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Enclosures 

The American Legion speech 10-18-60 

Christianity Today series 

Communist Target— Youth 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. No attempt has been made 
to search Bufiles regarding the various individuals and organizations she has 
mentioned for the purpose of answering her communication. However, ^Robert 
Welch, "founder ofjhajohn Birch Society,. :.ah allegedly anticommunist organization, 
has criticized the Eisenhower Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated 
he felt a group having the appearance, of a communist front would be effective in 
attracting true subversives. 



J 
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I^.rch 13, .1961 



J.. Edgar 'Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I have a decision to make and I know of no one else to whom I can ask. 
I'll try and make it "brief. 

We have had a lot of "common! snf' exposed in our schools. A lot of acti' 
ities discovered around that is demoralising and lahled + «^<^f * el 
Un-American). I've helped in getting petitions signed to try and recall a 
member from our School Board that belonged at one time *<» tne A.T.B^ now 
the A.C.L.U. He^ad a meeting in hia home with guest of honor, Frank Jxl^ 



I Mr. Tolson- 
Mr. Parson 
Mr. Mohr~.J£ 
I Mr. Belmont^; — 
| Mr. Callahan — 
| Mr. Conrad..— 

| Mr. Evsfns J 

I Mr. Malone 

| Mr. Rosen 

| Mr. Tavel 

| Mr. Trotter 

| Mr. W.C.Sullivi 

| Tele. Room 

I Mr. Ingram 

1 Miss Gandy — 




had circulated literature against our House Com- 



SSee PuhUcWadmitted he Relieved along Wilkinsons same line etc 
I participated es much as I coxxld in exposing his and other A.C.L.U. activ- 
ities. I can't understand why they are not on the subversive list. 

This all lead to our lews that have heen nullified hy the Supreme Court 
that have havered removing communists from our society. The "Slochower v. 
Bd of Eduction" 1956 decision seems to have even taken away our rights 
.to'contrS who is running or teaching in our local schools. »>re than a 
do^en move decisions appear to me to have heen a ternhle Mow to you (F.B.I. ; 
anf^rican Activities Committees and local courts in hringmg cny kind 
of a control on subversion. 



3l 



How, I'll tell you my ^ 
hy Rohert Welch of the Johri" 



f o1>lem. In Feh. I listened to a speach(film) 
Birch Society - Read the Blue Book and ma.de 
application to join the "socTe^yT TTIavir list ened to such speakers as Cvetic, 

Ikousen Barns^ Swartz, Strubel, the Millers and a local professor at an 
■ S-Co^iJt class in Santa Ana College. It seemed to me, they advocated 
IS the Ze ideas of what we can do to try and curt the communist cnnspir- 
• fey. TheTos Angeles Ti.es paper ran a series of ^lolej^partw.* 

SFS SSjEk* =«r 



35 



As you 



I won't go into more. 



probably have all thejx^te (as per Blue Book of that Society) 



REC-62 fa HI 



What I want to 
aggression in our 



organization? 
o try and 



_ . </£/ 

, know, .would I (in your opinion fW^^E tTTe^ommunist 
U.S.A. in belonging to and working j^^faSt 
/^hat can I and other ordinary people do (workers &^o«^?s)JC 

Sp^of^SaTaSsr ir;;; e ^;vto" s ;;nd-so ^ T ***** ^ 

schools, i/takes away most of our home life with our children. 

Prav tell me! 1. Is the John Birch Society had for our country during 
\this "ril L^at can we do - with our laws gone on such. - to curh 
)connunist subversion in our schools. 



can I and other ordinary people ao vwor*ej.-» c, i,™^^, 
£LSU propria fronting t«0* m ..'&^™ 1 3ffi&.-j£? 
■ thitww test demoralize them such as sex, dis^eTIef in BeU^on • 4 » 



P.S. I have read your Masters of 
Deceit plus numerous State 
Senate Conunittee Books on 
Un-American Activities. 




r 



REC-62 
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March 22, 19C1 



('■'. 

Tolson . 
Parsons 

B&$M 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach . 
Evans 



Alhambra, California 
Dear i.jr. 



b& 
b7C 



Your letter of March 13, 1061, has boon 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is v «« 

appreciated, " 



Although I v/ould lil^e to be of service, the_FBI ;=? 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government anS^as I 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as t6 the 
character or integrity of any organisation, publication or zf £ 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope thit } 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that" ~ 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 




Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar J-Jqca,.^ 



© 



Mai one 

Ros^n 

Tavel_Js 

W.C. Silvan i 
Tele.^Room 
Ingram 



Gandy 



Enclosures (S) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism • , }j 

How To Beat Communism C.^ - * 
- Director's Speech of 10-18-60 i ; V 

~/ Series from "Christianity Today" ^ 6 

~i One Nation's Response to Communism 





be 

Letter to LIr. b " 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent, 
J&obart vVclch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, lias criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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TRUE COPY 




be 

hlC 



Alhambra, Calif. 
March 13, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir, 

The Organization generally designated as the "John "Birch Society" 

has been reviewed by, and editorially denounced by, a. large Los Angeles 

Newspaper. 

I,personally, feel the time to be ripe for some show of urgency by 
"The People" - A "Standing up to be Counted" - and would like to 
be apprised of the view the F. B. I. takes in regard to this organ- 
ization. I am strictly anti-communist and opposed to violence, but 
would sincerely like to be active in a reasonable and orderly activity 
dedicated to defeating the ends of communism in our country. 



My thanks in advance for your opinions . 

b6 





b6 
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/ ~ <-r- ^ /?<hp*!'?&p <y>= ///Z7 ^ ' . 
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 

5010-104 ^ 

UNITEIj^ STATES GO^PnMENT J *L 

Memoranaum 

,i- DIRECTOR, FBI' 



t 



TO 




date: 3/21/61 



SAC, SEATTLE (80-1262) 



subject: 



Bremerton, Washington 
RESEARCH (CORRESPONDENCE 
AND TOURS) 



Reference Seat tle letter 1/20/61 and the 
Director's: letter to Mr. | | dated l/25/6l. // 

For the Bureau's information there is 
attached a clipping from the March 13, 196l issue of 
the "Bremerton Sun." I thought the Bureau might "be 
interested in this clipping in view of the prior 
correspondence between the Director and Mr. 

(2)- Bureau (Enc. l) 
1 - Seattle 

CHD/jpv 
(3) 



■bo 
b7C 



ALL INFCnrr~^ T r^r/T!3D 



a 



Kim 31^961^ 




WAR 




( 



Sditp^. The': SUn: 



J -..■I^M.-aleftef'-MThg Sun on Febrtiray 
i'25tfi: entitled! ■ i< R#'?>bm6tkft;! i: arid-ffom 
[ What T Teji'that' is- just what at wk;' 

- . The -indiyiBM. ^0;w6te it e]§6 ihad a 
j letter^^ 

a tbOjoiri^fe ' ! 

f i'navje; my opinibn^'concernfn thisl fine; ■ 
1 npsfeMng/orgam^tibii but "the following 
^^itation'liy 'thefCta^ Cpmrritttee. * 

| Investigate ^Son)mumsm. (Fish: .Sommitr > 
t tee) v says ; ;it much better; *MeXc:L& . 

[fe>;ciosSS^4^3^* th< * communist 
^ m|vera&^ fujjy 
* J ; s>* its efforts' are on behalf ot<Cbm- 

, ^|SaWi„It , cla^tfo.standtfor: fre^speecHi, 
l£ree ^esi, andJree assembly^ tout .it "is= 
I quite applet ife'the .iha^^iinctibn= of 
' Ike'AiGi^UiV^ -.to 1 frotectr;tlie- 1 

,^feiialsts ix* Sieir; advocacy .of - force d 
vidlence to . pyerthfbw the govern- 
-ment" ^e^e "are- rnany, other .such cifJt- 

t d^^not ^ifta'lce. ^'slightest an.- ' 
f ? jsinuM6n:^t,tHe '^Hferpfffie Mter is a^ 
f-^^Sunist or. a sympathized £oh(yibrmg 
j^srtp/becaus^ 

■ 1#:ri£j^ tre feeing kk- 



llie : ibialvac^^ those ftvb 

&tters^s> .obviously* -misinformed* and- not 
tfwaf e-o&Sje =exteethat- bur .country today" 
fc ,feea|erie& by' ihfe:-godess--Venace. . 
f^fiis was; dernofistrated by: v his; stafem.ent| 
3a "K^^rpmo^.^ 
/fie im^Miy p^ep j "of Communism 
- Anyone: -i^&o"'has;-.tafceii .-gg.^time to read: 



The YfRt&&fa^ 
l^lZfaa&cfoR ie-^miiid: ;g ut ' lfe :nggerg 
ani : ffcsbeTff of ^Og^atSm _^rjclitibir > *' qie 
^e;payrojL IFtae- : ^te^malEerreference 
tj? the ^nmi^st yrbpam* fq 'rsir 
r^er^ele^ oiir ^ fte 
y^en ^s^nfgrmed ! bemuse the figgefs 
frt&f itihW :?irogram r ^Ope'ratibn Abolition*" 
j& ^untsts; ffiFmsejye& * lSey_ 



it 



tthafc jsucif & h 

:iiv one/ TMtance heny^ it ^erated; J* I } 
Zm& 6 ^ -k* a ; jUttie : tough ■ 

-■±&e;/^OTSi&g;it iHappe^ea 7 :iii the^tJhitfed: ■ 
States ■^<Ap$ti&s -vfiiaV'i4alij:i fy^tiev.er ; 
-feeSrS |& any :^fb;y.p' p£ :ouSaws putting a y 
^topl-^gebn pn - Before;. Mye^ 



170£ ■Btommgt6nV rr ■ J 



HE: 



Bremerton, Washington 

Research (correspondence 

AND TOURS) 



b7C 



BREMERTON SUN 
3/13/61 ' 
Bremerton, Wash. 
JACK McHENRY, Editor 
Single' Edition 



SEARCHED „.,..! ffiiEXED.. 

SgRiALIZED filED 

f\!An % 1 1961 

FBI • SEATTLE 



"BUREAU 



'ENCLOSURE 






March 24, 1961 



Mra, 



Los Angeles 24jCallfo 
Dear Mrs. 



^1 . . .^^V^ ^^crvo^^J 
rh» • C J' 



b7C 



Your letter of March IS, 1961, has been 
received, and X am pleased to know that you have read my 
(/ book, "Masters of Deceit.*' 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organisation, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry 



Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



in- 



sincerely yours, 

J« fdgat Hoover 





Enclosures (5) 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB mtroduction;. 
Where Do We Stand Today 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
Communist Party, USA 
How To Figlt Communism 



Gandy 



fa 



MAIL FtCKV., I I Tjr'+E-TfPE : J!ffT I t 

see NOTE^^t page 



uJJ 



v 



Letter to Mrs. 



b6 
b7C 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 

The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 

by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 

under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 

chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. 

Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 

President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 



MftS 



^ LOS ANGELES 24, CALIFORNIA 



he 

hlC 



March 1$, 1961 



<T. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
- Washington, D,C # 

Dear Mr» Hoover; 

Recently there has been a great deal of 

publicity in the Los Angeles area in regard to 

a John Birch Society , led by one Robert Welch, 

The^r purport to be anti-communistic. 

Is this an organization worthy of 
support? Can you tell me if this Robert Welch 
is a bona-fide anti- communist? 

Having read your book Masters of Deceit 
with detailed descriptions of communist tactics, 



I am skeptioAof this organization's structure. 
Any^nf ormation you can.^aja^<36e^Efe!fe'~ 

r~ 

be most appreciated. I am anxicSas WB ^%xa^3§h ^) 
the encroachment of communism i^-e^r counT^ry^ 



March 24, 1961 



T olson 
Persons 
Mohr 
Belmont 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

De Loach. 
Evans . 
Malone . 
Rosen , 



Mrs. 



Wichita ^JSansas- 



Dear Mrs. 



Do 

b7r; 



Your letter of March 16, 1061, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although X would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we dctnot have data in our files relating to the subject of your . 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 

J, Edgar Hssasg? 




« r 

losures (3) 
stetf next page) 



wSk^ Saliva n 

TeJ 

Ingram 



W 



HWE:efr* ^ 



Gandy 




see NOTE next page 



V 



w. ~ 

« • 



Enclosures 

¥/hat You Can Do To Fight Communism 
Communist Party, USA 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable vrith correspondent. 
The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by .Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhov/er. (62-104401) 
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Mr. .J. Edgar Hoover 
Head of the F. B. I. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr, Hoover: 



■bo 
b7C 



3 * Wichita 8, Kansas 
March 16, 1961 



We are hearing so much in our city and by reading the press, various 
magazines, and from our leading ministers, about the JohnM3irch Societ 1 
that I am somewhat confused. Consequently, I wish to Know the racts" 
on this organization from your department. 



We have seen this film, Operat ion Abo lit ion , many, many 'times on the 
local TV, at clubs, etc. I have read the stand taken by my own church, 
The Methodist Church, and you will find this well defined, in CONCERN, 
Jan. 15, 1961; likewise the same in The Christian Century, and many 
other leading church peroidicals. Then I have read the one in T he Re- 
porter , of Nov. 24, I960, and I sent for the publications put out by 
Tine Bay Area Student Committee, Berkeley, California. And from all 
these and from having seen the film many times, it seems to me that 
our HUAC has certainly- made a very grave error in allowing this "un- 
true" film being shown and from sponsoring it. 

We now have here in Wichita a very strong organization of what is 
called, The John Birch Society, so I have been told. I have not at- 
tended any of the meetings nor have I seen their film, COMMUNISM ON 
THE MAP, This orggnAzat ion even entered into our recent city and 
schooT"board election,, so it appears from what I have read in our 1 
only newspaper, The Wichita Eagle. I understand that our local lib- 
rary has their Blue Book and one may read it in the Reference Room; ■ 
this I have not done yet, but have read what has been in Time, etc. 

So, I shall appreciate your opinion on this organization. I am not 
a crusader, but am an interested housewife, and I think that one needs 
to know the background of such groups. We are all vitally interested 
in preserving our type of American government, but often such groups 
have done more harm in dividing our citizens on this alert toward 
Communism than to make all of us work together in harmony* 

b6 Most sincerely, 

b7C I 



RE(±j. ( Mrs, | 



ALL 7 



ft W«2tW 




A 



s 




6 3-/<? V /— 5^ & March 24 ' 1961 

fr y /a^Y / AIRMAIL 



Mrs. 



South Laguna, California 
Dear Mrs. 



b6 
b7C 



Your letter of March 17, 1961, with enclosure, 
has been received, and your interest in writing is appreciated. 

While I would like to be of assistance, the FBI, 
as strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government, 
does not furnish evaluations or comments relative to the 
character or integrity of any individual, organization or publi- 
cation. I hope you will not infer in this connection either that 
our files do or do not contain data regarding the group you 
mentioned. 

In view of your concern, I am enclosing some 
material which you may wish to read, together with the stamped, 
self- addressed envelope you forwarded. 



Sincerely yours, 

J, Edgar. Hooves 



3P 



Tolson 
Parsons 
Mohr 
Belmont 
Callahan 



Conrad 

DeLoach . 
Evans 
Mai one . 
Rosen . 
Tavel y ^ 



Enclosures (5) 

espondent's envelope 
bmnmnist Party, USA 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target— Youth 
17th National Convention & Intro. 3-6( 



; " 



LEB 




(SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE) r .oA 





S2- 



If 



Mrs. 



be 

b7C 



3-24-61 



NOTE: The John Birch Society was faundei ia 13/33 ia foliaaapolis, Indiana, 
by Robert a. veich, Jr., of Belmont, Mftseaehaeetts. It is incorporated 
under lawa of state of Massachusetts; I* allegedly aaUeommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not bees investigated by the itereau. 
w* eich sad the Society ia the past haw been extremely critical of former 
-resident Eisenhower. (6a- 10440 ! ) 

Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Airmail postage being 
utilized since envelope forwarded by correspondent contained airmail 
stamp. "Three Arch Bay" per enclosed envelope. 
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California , 



March l?th, 1961 



Mr. J. Hdgar Hoover, Director 
federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. ^ 



V 



Dear Mr, Hoover: 



:./4 



With all your manifold duties and responsibilities, I 
do hope you can find time to read and reply to this 
short inquiry. 

Since attending the Christian Anti-Communism School held 
at the hotel Disneyland in Anaheim, California, several 
of us are now awakened to our situation and want to get 
into the fight to stamp out Communism in our Country. 

A John Birch chapter is being formed here in South La- 
guna. Please tell us, do you approve of the John Birch 
method of combatting this terrible menance, or is there 

some other more effective method to pursue; I mean 

in addition to prayer. 

A stamped, se3_f -addressed envelope is enclosed for your ^ 
reply and I do hope this will not be too great an im- O^K^ 
position for we do rely on your judgment and trust you 
implicitly. 



South Laguna, Calif. 



(Mrs.X 



Vrt-v Sineftralv. 



MAR 27 1961 




^7 



March 23, 1961 



Mr. 



S. A. Felton and Son Company 
325 Bankers Trust Building 
Indianapolis 4, Indiana 



b6 
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Dear Mr£ 



\ 



Your communication postmarked March 15, 1961, 
with enclosures, has been received, and the interest which 
prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although X would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

y Sincerely yours, 



o 



C7"> 



Tolson 




Enclosures (3) 
(listed next page) 



ri T — / WE: 

W.C.Sujffvan V (3) 

Tele J3$w kLS 

Ingram 

Gandyrfft /> - _L MAIL F 



6 8 Ap! 




see NOTE next page 



M|IL RS|(^^!^' TELETYPE UNIT EZi 




Enclosures 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

Director's Speech 10-18-60 

The Communists Are After Our Minds 



NOTE: Enclosures were a newspaper clipping regarding the 
John Birch Society from an unidentified newspaper clipping and 
a business card. Bufiles contain no record identifiable with 
correspondent. Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, 
an allegedly anticommunist organization, has criticized the 
Eisenhov/er Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated 
he felt a group having the appearance of a communist front would 
be effective in attracting true subversives. 



- 2 - 



TRUE COPY 



Indpls. 20. Ind. 



Mrs. 




bo 
b7C 

March . 5 - 61 



Paid Fee 



Dear Mr. Hoover : Mrs J I joined — We want to help fight 

Communism — Note clipping — I am quite "concerned" •— are 
we fighting them or did we join them. Is the" Birch S ociety - 




TRT50HN BIRCH SrjIETY 



V 



INCORPORATED 





Belmont 78, Massachusetts 



Founder 

Robert Welch 

The Council 

N. E. Adamson, Jr. 
Thomas J. Anderson 
T. Coleman Andrews 
Spruille Braden 
Laurence E. Bunker 
F. Gano Chance 
Stillwell J. Conner 
Ralph E. Davis 
S. M. Draskovich 
Rev. Richard Ginder 
Wm. J. Grede* 
E. P. Hamilton 
A. G. Heinsohn, Jr.* 
Granville F. Knight 
Fred C. Koch* 
Alfred Kohlberg*}* 
Clarence Manion* 
Frank E. Masland, Jr. 
N. Floyd McGowin 
W. B. McMillan 
Revilo P. Oliver 
Cola G. Parker 
M. T. Phelps 
Louis Ruthenburg 
J. Nelson Shepherd 
James Simpson, Jr.t 
Robert W. Stoddard* 
Charles B. Stone, III 
Paul H. Talbert 

^Executive Committee 
•^Deceased 



! I 



Dear New Member: 



b6 
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our member shin 



This will acknowledge and thank you for y our mSyfiBe'r shiTT 
application and dues. 



Your card is enclos 



of which 



Chapter Leader. 



ed for membership in Chafer No. / / J 



is 



Dues payments are necessary, and we want you to know that *■ j*t 
we are grateful for them. We also want you to know, how- /TiV/ 
ever, that the contribution of your time and efforts to The 
John Birch Society in its fight for causes and purposes in 
which you and I believe will be even more important, and 
even more appreciated. We welcome you to a body of men 
and women dedicated to doing all they can, together and as 
individuals, to bring about less government, more responsi- 
bility, and a better world. 






be 

b7C 



* ■ 



the; eotiOEii-jODiiNAt, v^tjismEE, ky: ? 



v 



In Senate 

; lijspQjrteiily Called- ' 1 
Ike A Cdjoamiiiii^t ! 

.By r Thff:Ass£i(]ate f (i Press 

Washington, March- 8-^-Sena- 
tor MBIton'S. Young ^R., iTJTL-j 
jsaid in. fee Senate iodar^tnat 
leaders of :m:uE£ra^op5ervaftve 
,and semi-secret group; operat- 
ing in many states ftavejalsely 
recused former President 'Ei- 
■sehhower of :beiiig ;a .Commii- 

Young said" the organization, 
kno wn as the John- Birch So- 
ciety,,- claims to fte fighting. 
''Communism ; and has, accused; 
Young himself- of ""being.. about 
every kind of L a scoundrel,. in- 
cluding >a^C6mmunlst or pro- 
►Communist^ . ' ' ' 
> - He, .said" the leader 1 : of- the. 
:soclety is "Robert Welch, a re- 
tired- business -executive-of Bel- 
mont, Mass. 

' Fofrmedjln Cells 

Senate Democratic Leazde'r 
Mike Mansfield ^of Montana 
lauded Young for his denuncia- 
tion of the society* He said j&e 
has heard oi> the group in his 
own state, arid "something is 
wrong- somewhere/' 

Young /said - the society has 
orgahked cells m.lferth Da- 
kota among* "some o£ . the mpsi 
able^and Influential «peojple4n 
each ,e ^ ommumty: , ' < 
1 -He said Welch -has "made 
/accusations against, the 'Presi- 
qeht^of <the United States and 
ptfees.toj* officers far beyond 
anything the late 1 Senator ' Joe 
McCarthy WisO ''ever 

"To .iabel some of pitr .itiost 
.loyal- and dedicated people as 
Communists plays -rlgh't into 
the hands of thejCommnnists," 
$e r adde5, ^' 




Youn|:,^aW^n' ¥he 'J3qn-s 
jgressioniL -Record ;aE£ic^s>&gni: 
^he Ghicagp ittiijr Sewa^fi 
;last Jiily m: and &eV .current 
reditipnvpf tFiriie;; mags^e" ;deal- 
fng: v^itii the'Birch society - and: 
Welch. . . - 

.(The ' existence' of two John.: 
B fr cfc Society tthap ters .iii Eouis- 
ville was disclosed in. an Jar-; 
.ticle by R6berl : Herniannih 7 The 
tiourier-'journal 6±i February 
19: Chapter leaders -berg are 
W.Earie^Qtis, antarcMtept^and- 
,5hiriey : Pa^e^ali;aiu^fiss- 
jhsjL -Ofher snEmbers: ineltKfo 
^^Eajj^iniiftT^t^^ etecinUve 
rvice^piesiaeht of Associated! Tm ; 
dustries of Kentucky, -aM^ph; 
M Burnett :Magnjder, .^ecu^ 
tive- o^rector.^f r thd : iBouisyaH$ 
-Council of Churches^) 

TJie J Chicago-H^.st6ry: said 
Welch ^s^uthoroEa^book-jv^Xli^ 



howei* was. ^ ^ded^eSted-- M^m 



perior in r >the : fedmm^ 

;" h; tfeme'; Taxj '-Held; 5t£d r ; '\;-\ 

■/The Time.-arUcIe T L©i$ '^W- 
Tciity activities in ; several; &tates, 
and h. said; W#h. is' .a. *PW$* 
prominent Boston- businessman 
\vho regards the , iibgmev- tjzt 
.and Social Se^udt^^as r .amoves 
iowarfe J&6inm^h& ; - ^ - * 
it said- 3oM BircH, -was a 
$\ ^avy ,captain who ^was 
Jcilled. .by,vCHiheseUCbpimujpList 
guerrillas Jafter V-I : Bay & 
" ' " * 
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March 23, 1961 



Mr. 







iios Angeles 7, California 
Dear Mr. 



m 



Tour letter postmarked March 15, 1961, c &aB 
been received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. . 



I* & 

Although 1 would like to be of service, the x'Ht' 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we dp not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

/ ■ 1 Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 

general subject of communism which may be of interest. 




Sincerely yours, 

U. £dgaE Hoover 



Gandy 
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Enclosures 

Directors Speech 10-18-61 

The Communists Are After Our Minds 

Communist Party, USA 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
Eobert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhov/er 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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TRUE COPY 



Dear Sir: 



Please advise sgs to the status of the John Birch Society. 



Sincerlv 



Los Angeles 7, Calif. 



he 
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p&tte? Sfa4<*> g&*^ 
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BUILD YOU 

U^fllvi^GS BONDS 
T^S " 



.< : . 



Mrs. 



/ 



March 23, 1961 



West Palm Beach, Florida 



b6 
b7C 



Dear Mrs. 



a *k < * J our lettep of 15 » 1961 ' *as »»en received, 

and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. I want 
to thank you for your kind remarks. 

1 regret to advise that our supply of the reprint that you 
requested in your communication has been depleted. I MmSSSST 
we are unable to be of service to ™., »««^agw» 

•* o 
Mr 

v, ro 



we are unable to be of service to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

3, Edgar Hoover 
John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



group having the appearance of a communist fro* would ™ effete !n * 
attracting true subversives. No literature is bemTfo^cS^e^of 
correspondents affiliation with John Birch Society 
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MAIL ROOM □ TELETYPE UNIT □ 




March 15, 1961. 

Mr. J.Edgar Hoover 
United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D.O, 

My dear Mr. Hoover: ~ 

I have been an admirer of yours for many 
years, but since my entrance into the study 
of UNESCO* Communism in my church, etc. you 
and your many wonderful statements have been 
constantly in mind — and I have quoted you 
many times. I recently made a stencil of 
your quote "Anyone who opposed the American 

Communist^. " How the lefties have been 

working ^a^a small group of us here in Flori- 

Recently received one of the finest things I 
have ever read' on the Christian's problems 
with the Communist ideology. It is your -work 
done in three series for Christianity Today 
THE COMMUNIST MENACE: RED GOALS AND CHRISTIAN 
IDEALS, ETC. ABSOLUTELY THE BEST. MAY I 
CONGRATULATE YOU IN MAKING„JHI 1 EEOBLEM SO VERY 
CLEAR. ^ "* 

I WOULD LIKE TO SEND THIS TO EVERY MINISTER 

I KNOW AND MANY OTjO^GOJP) $WfB$E WHO DO 

NOT UNDERSTAI®. Please tell me where I can 
rder them and the price. 

eLieve me I know no one could have written 
ou did and not t>e one^ r ^o.&^^§^i^. 





b7C p» 

<W<*b <Paim Beaafl, ^IokuU 



*i/ J)ni .:'/>• j 1. Iff j 



people so I know Miat you are under his con- 
stant watch.. 



My very best to you 



Si ncerely) 



be 

b7C 



Mrs. 



P.S, This morning I am doing volunteer work 
in the John Birch reading room — we lend books 
and allow people to read your publications, 
Dan Smoot, etc* Our society has been under 
constant attack from the Miami Herald News- 
paper and now Time magazi ne* Don't we hay e 
any come-back? 



March 24, 1961 





Kocfiifiler 22 
Dear Mr. 



, New'L 



b6 

ork . b7i 



Your letter of March 16, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 



Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 1 
am returning the money which you forwarded with your letter 
as there is no charge for material this Bureau is privileged 
to distribute to the public. 



.3L 
SO 



U3 b 



S 



4^ 




Sincerely yours, 

LL Esigai Became 




v. * 



'if 
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Enclosures 

Communist Target— Youth 
Correspondents enclosures 
Director's Speech 10-18-60 
The Communists Are After Our Hinds 
Communist Party, USA 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable v/ith correspondent. 
Hobert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 



TRUE COPY 



| be 

Rochester 22, New York b7c 
March 16, 1961 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Recently there has been a lot of articles about an 
anti Communist group know as the Johtf-Birch Society Inc. headed 
by Robert Welch of Bellmont Massachusetts! 

I would like to know if this group is working for the 
betterment of our country or is it working against it? 

Please send me a copy of the booklet Communism 
the Target of Youth. For which I have enclosed twenty cents. 

Yours truly, 



/ 




/s/ 



hb 
b7C 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

UNITED STATES GOVEkJBe] 

Memorandum 



4 



TO 



FROM 



Mr. Mohr 



C. D. DeLoachp\^ 



/ 



date: March 14, 1961 



f ■ ' 



subject: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 



-.3 



Tolson 
Parson; 
Mohr 

elmonl 
Callahan 
Conrad 
oacl 
'ans _ 
Malone . 
Rosen _ 
Tavel . 
Trotte* 
W.C. Sjjpfcvan . 
Tele. f?oom . 
Ingram . 
Gandy _ 




ATTEMPT TO DISTRIBUTE BUREAU LITERATURE 
"WITHOUT APPROVAL 



is 




ASAC "William Alexander of Los Angeles called shorfry after 
x2 p. m. today and advised that a printer in Santa Barbara, California, had just 
been in touch with our Resident Agent in that city. The printer stated that he had 
received an order from the John Birch Society to print up 10, 000 copies of our 
poster, "What You Can Do to Fight Communism. " The Society representative had 
then requested the printer to print an addition on the statement to the effect that 
this statement was being distributed under the auspices of the John Birch group. 
ASAC Alexander advised that the group had not to their knowledge requested 
Bureau approval to reproduce the Director's statement. 

Alexander was advised that in view of the extremist position taken 
by this group that we should not, of course, have anything to do with them and that 
obviously they were attempting to capitalize on the Director's prestige. He was ^ J 
told that the printer should be informed that the FBI had joj g iven approval for 
this group to reproduce our poster nor could we approve of the addition, to this 
poster reflecting it's distribution by the John Birch Society. Alexander advised 
this matter would be handled promptly and a follow-up airtel would be submitted 
on the results. vjl; - / , , . t. 

This is the group whose magazine carried the article that up to 
fo of the top officials of the Department of Health, Education and Welfare * 
are communists or under eommunist influence. They have accused former 
President Eisenhower of being a communist dupe and have called for the impeacl 
ment of the Supreme Court and have made similar ridiculous allegations. 

RECOMMENDATION: 






***** ' k- 

In view of this-ifre sponsible organization's" 'attempt to capitalize _ 
on the Bureau's pres&^Tit is recommended that an SAC Letter be prepared 
instructing the^ieldthat no Bureau publications of any kind, are to be mftddflAR 84 
availableJ&J^Ehis group or to any of its representatives. f It is further recpmmended 

e Special Agents in Charge be alerted to the possibility that this 
attempt to reproduce Bureau publications and distribute them giving the i: 
that the FBI sanctions this organization. The field should be told that 
a^atgapts ia reproduce Bur^^ublications by the John Birch gr 
turned^doWW 4tW#7/ W\ ftf* k ..w 

1 - Mr. Parsons f \A W > lffyi>4$? 

HPl!fgeg^} m0nt *l 1- Mr. Jones W \ 
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